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PUEPACE, 



Tus object of thU comiHlatbD it to flhittralis, 
by aathentic factt, ttoecdoteiy and biographioil 

• sketchei, collected from vespeetaMe authon of 
every clast, the strength and efiects of that pa*- 

\ aion, in its Yariout shapes. and disguises, which 
Vmay be deemed uniYersal. under the general 
'. name of Loyb. It would be easy to expa- 
tiate on the extensive field supplied by the wild 

• and wayward operations of this great instinc* 
live agent; to be eloquent on the extraordinaiy 
revolutions which it has produced in families, 
and even empires; and to allude with prefatory 

• animation to the scenes — tragic, comic, and ludi- 
crous — which it ever has been, is, and doubt- 
less ever will be, getting up amidst the devious 
and capacious mazes of society* Dispensing 
with all unnecessary flourish of this nature, it 
will suffice to observe, that the purposed task 

. could be accomplished in several ways, and that 
some out of the several might be sufficiently 
mischievous. On this account it is necessary 
to premise that, while no inflated solemnity of 
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IV ^ PREFACE. 

manner or afiectation of severity will be assumed. ^ 
which is uncongenial with the spirit of the sub- 
jecty the work will evince every requisite atten- 
tion to the most generally approved standard of - j^.; • .' 
morals and decorum. One of the chief induce- 
ments to the undertaking, indeed, on the part of ' ' ./. 
the individual to whom the conduct of it will be * '•;: 
chiefly intrusted, consists in what it is hoped will ..« V'--. 
be.found no idle conviction — that a light philoso-'. ** 1^' ;- 
phic vein of remark maybe made to point the nar^7:.T^ '**'% 
rative in such a manner as will sufficiently ensuV^J^r-' J 
the double object of instruction and amusement/r l 
Something of the sort will at least be attemptedjr^ '•:* .* 
and with this brief explanation, in order to pre^'*< '^r<- 
vent improper expectation oh the one side, and'*.^'/ .• 
malignant anticipation on the other, the work'^-^.^^ 
will be left, without further observation, to th^ v^<l ■ 
indulgence of the reader and its own merits. .'*''^C^> 
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PASSION OF LOVE. 



ABBASSA. 

f 

AfiBASSA was the sister of Aaron, or Harouo, al 
Raschid^ or the Just ; fifth caliph of the house 
of Abbs^Sy and oae of the most able and potent 
of the princes who attained that elevated dignity. 
She was young, beajutiful, and highly gifted; 
but all the favours of nature and advantages of 
birth seped only to/render her fate the Qiore 
lamentable. The condition of a princess of 
Europe is usually of a nature to excite compas- 
sion; the. slave of prejudice, of etiquette, and of 
political expediency » she is, debarred from fol- 
lowing the dictates of her heart; and, stifling 
^e sentiments of nature, must inra^t until chance 
or convenience throw her into the arms of a man 
of whose person and character she is ignorant, 
but who is nevertheless to decide the happiness 
or misery pf her future life. Still, as eompareU 
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6 ILLUSTRATIONS OP LOVE 

with the mahometan princess, she is in ft stftte of 
comparatire freedom. The latter^ shut up in « 
royal haram, sees herself under the hateful sup^- 
intendence of an odious and disgusting species 
of guardianship, and a slave to wishes and anxie- 
ties which imagination and solitude only tend to 
strengthen. She cannot even freely utter a sigh, 
and rarely finds a confidant, amidst attendant 
slaves, with whom she can sympathise. Her 
only hope is, that the sultan to whom she be- 
longs by blood, may give her in marriage to one 
of the most agreeable of his favourites. . 

Such was the situation of Abbassa, when the 
caliph, willing to reward the services of his ac- 
complished vizier, GialTer, and to enjoy his con- 
versation in the company of his sister, to whom 
he was deeply attached, agreed to unite them in 
marriage, as the only decorous manner, accord- 
ing to eastern notions, of obtaining the pleasure 
of their joint society. The favour was, however, 
granted only on a singular condition, which the 
caliph thus haughtily expressed to his vizier : — 
** Were not Abbassa my sister, marriage should 
unite us ; but, since the loveliest and the most 
amiable of the oriental women cannot be the 
wife of Haroun, no other has a right to possess 
her ; nor can I suffer the blood of Abbas to be 
contaminated by any foreign mixture* The 
nephews of your brothers must not be mine. I 
give you the hand of my sister, it is true', as a 
recompense for your services, that I may have 
the pleasure of l>eholding in tny presence at the 
same time two persons whom I sincerely love ; 
but I require your sacred promise that you will 
be to Abbassa only as I am — a friend and a 
brother. On this condition, and this only, I 
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consent to the union. Death to yonnelf and 
to your race will be the penalty ctf the Tiolatioa 
of your oath." 

According to «ome historiant, Gtaffer bad not 
teen the princess when this strange honour was 
conferred upon him, and therefore expressed but 
little reluctance to comply with the unreasonable 
eonditton on which it was granted. Introduced 
to each other under circumstances so extraor*- 
dinary, however, love sprang up inyoluntarily 
in their hearts, and — ever fruitful m expedients- 
enabled the enamoured pair to baffle the vigi- 
lance of their guards. The oath was violated; 
and a son, the fruit of their disobedience, was 
privately conveyed from the seraglio to Mecca. 
Unhappily, their precautions proved vain: the 
caliph discovered the secret, and, first disgracing 
his favourite, condemned him to death with au 
his race. Forty persons of the family of the 
Barmecides suffered death on this occasion. 
The slave charged with the fate of Giaffer was 
anxious.to save him. '' I will go," said he, '^to 
the caliph, and announce thy death ; should he 
,ask me bo questions, I will return and procure 
thy escape; but if he require to see thy head, 
thou must submit to thy fate." The head was 
demanded, and the despot obeyed. 

Of the fate of Abbassa, there are various ac- 
counts : some writers affirm that she died with 
grief; while others assert that she was driven 
with ignominy from the palace, and exposed to 
indigence and severe distress. Several years 
afterwards, according to the latter, authori- 
ties, she addressed a charitable lady, who pre- 
sented her with five hundred pieces of 
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in the following speech, so illastratiTe of the 
reverses, the endurance of which, under eastern 
despotism, is not uncommon : — ** I once," said 
Abbassa, ** possessed four hundred slaves; and I 
have now no other property than two sheep 
skins, for upper and under garments. I attri- 
bute my misfortunes to want of gratitude to 
God for former blessings: I am penitent and 
content/' 

In the divan intitled Juba mention is made 
of Abbassa, and of her genius for poetry; and in 
a book written by Ben Abon Harjelah, a speci«: 
men of her composition in six Arabic lines is 
given, which are said to have been addressed to 
her husband. If authentic, they prove, as in 
the original transgression, that woman spoke 
and man yielded. They may be translated as 
follows : — 

*' I had rMoWed to keep my lore concealed in mj liaarl, 

*' But it involuntarily eicape« and declarei itself. 

'* If you yield not at this declaration, my modesty will be 

lost with my secret. 
." If you reject it, my life will be the forfeit of yotir 

refusal. 

" Whaterer may happen, I shall not die unrevenged, 
** For my death will sufficiently announce my assassin." 

The family of Qiaffer, called the Barmecides 
after his grandfather Barmec, was descended 
from the ancient kings of Persia, and had ren- 
dered signal services to the caliphs. The 
generous character of the various members of 
' it, and their extensive benevolence and charity, 
had rendered them the darlings of the people. 
Haroun, offended by the open lamentations 
which his rigorous treatment of them elicited, 
forbade the name of his vizier to be pronounced 
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oa pain of death* ^ An aged man, however, nof 
only braved the edict, but dared to recite even 
at Uie palace gates tome verses in praise of the 
ill-fated minister. With the capricious mag* 
nanimity of despotism, seconded possibly by 
involuntarv remorse, Haroun not only panlone4' 
Imt rewarded him. 

. These events, which took place towards the 
close of the eighth century, have been made UuT 
subject of a French tragedy .by La Harpe; as 
also of a romance, in the same language, enti- 
tled ^ Abbassai,' which has be<ni translated int9 
English. 



ABDERAMNE. 

Abde&amke, the third saracenic caliph of the 
name who reigned in Spain, was the most mag-, 
nificent prince of the tenth century. Historians* 
^ve almost incredible accounts of his luxury 
and grandeur, notwithstanding his continual 
wars with the christians, in which he experi- 
enced both victory and defeat, but always 
showed himself of a lofty spirit, and worthy of 
the throne which he occupied. 
■^ This mahometan sovereign finds a place here 
in consequence of his devoted attachment' to one 
of>.his concubines named Zehra (flower, -or or-, 
nament of the world), in honour, of whom be 
built a town, two miles from Cordova, which he 
called by her name. This town was situated at 
the foot of a range of lofty mountains, whence 
descended many beautiful rills of water, which 
wexse made to meander through the streets, dlf- 
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fiinnff coolness And salubrityy and forming ever-- 
bttbbling fountaius in the public squares. All 
tbe houses built on the same model were en- 
O0nipassed with 'garden» and grores of orange 
trees, and the statue of the beautiful Zehra, in 
spite of mabometan prejudices, app^red over 
the principal gate. 

The palace wbich he built for the same 
iJMOttrite supplied a still atronger proof of hit 
Amorous devotion. Allied with the Greek em* 
perorsy he borrowed the most able of their 
acehitecta, and' also received from Constantmo* 
pie, as a present, forty columns of granite, the 
finest that could be procuredi iodependenUy of 
which, this palace exhibited twelve hundred 
more of the finest marble of Spun and Italy. 
The walls of the principal saloon were covered 
with ornaments of gold, and numerous animals 
of the same metal spouted water into an alabas- 
ter basin, over which was suspended the famous 
pearl which had been presented to the caliph 
by the emperor Leo. HistcrianiB add, that the 
ceiling of the pavilion, in which the favourite passed 
the night with her lover, was plaited with gold 
and fine steel, intermingled with precious stone^ 
and that in the midst of the lights formed by a 
hnindred crystal lustres, a species of quick- 
stiver fountain, in the form of a wheatsheai^ 
played with fantastic brilliancy in the centre of 
a marble bowl. The cost of this palace, accord* 
ing to the same authorities, amounted to seven 
millions five hundred thousand dinars of gold, 
(about Ibree millions sterling); an immense sum 
in those days. 

But neither love^ power, nor magnificence 
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taved Abderanme from (he eommom lot of mor* 
tidity:-^ 

. PorfhMB the birth of naiu die Mv'vdnMlifetrwiU 
Halt aot in hwibie, Mir in brief ddi^ 
Not IB the fadiDf eehoee of teoowBt 
Pbwer^t purple robe, nor pleaeiire'fl iow*i> Up^ 
Tike loiil should ind eiijojBeftt. 

This monardiy who oceapied Uie thione ibr 



fifty jtWf and who wpemd •arrowided bj 
erery thing whicli can ado to hmnaa felicity, left 
among Us papert the following taittaioiiyy 
vritten with his own hand >— 

** I have been caliph for fifty yean; riches, 
iMmours, and pleasaresy I bare enjojred, and 
exhausted them ail; Uie kiags^ mT rivals^ es* 
feemyfear^andhonoorme; all which men desira 
hearen has showered down upon me* Daring 
this long course d apparent felicity, I hare 
oalculated. the nani)>er of days in ytbkh I haTO 
been undistarbedly happy; they amount to 
fourteen. Mortals, appreciate the Talue of this 
World and of lifer 

At the time when this mahpmetan Solomon 
reigned, ^e Moors and Saracens of Spain were 
more' learned and refined than the inhabitants 
p{ the greater part of Christendom. They were 
at all events more gallant in their amours, and 
even submitted to much artificial restraint in 
order to render them more piquant. Notwith- 
standing this study of, and attention to, the 
refinements c^ voluptuousness, they were the 
firsty and possibly the only people, vmo, in lieu 
sf being softened and enervated by their attach- 
ment to women, have been therd>y rendered 
more active and courageous. It was — as it 
o^gitt to be— in the country of Pon Quixote, 
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thftt men first performed brillmnt actioni in 
honour of their roiBtresses, and these men were 
the'Moorg[/ They gate prizes for skill in warlike 
and active exercises, of which games the woraen 
were spectators, and judges of the prize. The 
latter *alsd on these occasions studied every 
means of setting off their persons ; their long' 
hair, fantastically folded and twisted, was deco- 
rated with rows of coral and amber , and larg^ 
necklaces fell in semicircles on their bosoms. 
The favours .of these beauties were neirer to be 
obtained but under a long servitude, and when 
bestowed, were received by the transporfed 
lover 'like a gift from a superior being. In 
short, at this* time the Spanish Moors were at 
once amorous to excess and brave to desperation,' 
and are now regarded on all sides as the foun* 
ders and models of the chivalry^ which n passied 
avNiy,' and of the gallantry, its successor, whiclr 
still remains. '^ - • i. : 
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ABELARD AND HELOlSiE. 

The celebrated Peter Abelard, the victim of 
love,'whicli has recompensed his misfortunes witly 
imniortality, was a native of Palais; ilear Nante«* 
in Britanny, where he was bom in the yefar 1079. 
He was the -son of Bereiiger, a military man of 
fkoble descent ; and to the advantages of birth 
joined those of a handsome matily' person, and 
of a vigorous and active mind. Early dedicated 
to literature and the scholastic philosophy of th€f 
period in which he lived, it is not the province 
of a work of this nature to dwell on the step* 
by whidi he early attained the character of IM 






inost profoiind hietapbyiiciaii and acale and ie» 
iDOmpiuhed disputant of his day. The perse- 
tution which he thereby diew on himselr from 
St Bernard and others, was by no means nnpro* 
ductiye of disquietude ; • but these misfortunes 
were trivial in comparison with those which fol- 
lowed in the train of that x>asMon against which 
iieither wit nor power will avail. 
; Afoelard was past the flower of youth, b«t yet 
in the prime of life, when he became a visitor at 
the house t)f Fulbert, one of the canons of the 
cathedral of Notre Dame at Paris. Fulbert« 
highly flattered by the attention of so celebrated 
an individual, failed to perceive diat the magnet 
which drew him there was his niece Heloiw, a 
young lady about eighteen years of age, of great 
personal beauty, and highly celebiwted-for her 
literary accomplishments. The young HekMse, 
by her talents, her learning, and her' sensibihty, 
had attracted the attention of the lecturer ;• and 
this predilection, increasing in every interview^ 
gradually grew into a fervent and exclusive at- 
tachment. Vain of the talents of his niece*- and 
solicitous for her mental improvement, F^bert 
favoured an intercourse at once so dangerous and 
full of charms, without duly adverting to the 
probable consequences. Anxious to cultivate 
the promising genius of his niece, his parsimony 
^enaered him reluctant to expend the sums 
necessary for the purpose ; and Abelard availed 
himself of this foible, which he was not slow to 
observe. After having gained by his respectful 
•attentions the confidence of the canon, he took 
^an opportunity to complain of- his unsettled life, 
and to propose himself as a boarder upon adyaur 
tageous'terms in Uke<hottse:of Filbert. .The 
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Uitter eagerly Ml hiId ^ eiiare^-4nteiit upon 
Ihe mtructioq pC Heioise^T,wliicli might be tbiui 
intitred^ without tfouble or expense, frooi.apre^ 
ceplor of euch die(i9|^iuihed taieote «nd learning. 

The pfelintaary arrangementa having been 
made, Abeburd. with secret joj and exulta* 
tioti look potaeMiQii of an apartment under the 
same roof with his mistress^ After some days 
had ekipsedy he affeeled with apparent careless- 
ness to observe the gemus and capacity of 
Heloise, and artfoUy led the canon to solicit, af 
H ftiroury that instruction in her studies which hi^ 
anxiously wished to offer. When formally te* 
quested 16 become her preceptor, he pleaded his 
numerous a¥0cali<msy and advanced some frivo^ 
kms oljeetions to the sex of the pupil proposed 
to him*-*female indisposition to application, and 
iimihur difficulties, all of wlueh gave way to the 
elequence of his host in defence of the docility 
and capacity of Heloise ; and he was at length 
induoed to promise his i^^ provided the young 
lady should discover any predilection for the 
severer studies thus assigned her. ^ever was 
the strata|;em of a lover more suocessfuJ. 

Abelard, in some rather luxuriant Latin, expa* 
liates on the character ofithe tuition which 
almost immedialdy ensued* Literature, although 
a mere adjunct in ihmr intercourse, only served 
to increase their mutual' regard. ^* It was the 
more easy,'* writes Abdard, *^to make the young 
Heloise love me, as she had an ardent love for 
letters,— a love very rare unong femalea; and 
which has rendered her celebrated throughout 
Europe/' Again, as to the application of hie 
own literary powers,-^** Love now occupied my 
whole -heart: if I ttill composed verses^ they 
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flatted so nioft of pb3oio(%9 Imt brattle 
the accents of the puikm irfudi •venrhdaiM 
me. Many of ny Utile pieces ave still soot 
tfniongboiit onr tovnts, espeoialljr by those whose 
hearts are «n the situation in wmeh I then foiuid 
my own." 

Lo^ even facilitated the aeqoireiaents with 
which it seemed to interfere. Heloise listened to 
Ae tntor as to a b»n^ of a higher order, while 
sbepassioBatelyloTedtheman. Rmnhtion stinm* 
kted hy love cm&qneied every difficnlty, and 
her improvement was rapid and brilliant. She 

2* Ided Without reserve to an enchantment which 
li dtfOneh her understanding, fascinated her 
senses andT subdued her heart. AtCoibeil the 
can<m possessed a villa^ to which phee the loven 
frequently repaired, > under pretence of jwrsninf 
their stndies with less interruption^ but in lealitj 
to abandon themselves more completely to their 
mutual tenderness. Months pamed away un« 
headed ; the philosopher forgot his lectures and 
his scholars; and hw public duties were either 
altogether negated, or prformed with visible 
inattention. At l»igth ue cause began to be 
sought fbryandonoe looked after^was soon found* 
Ihe ^numerous love-songs of Abelard were not 
chanted m vam; the passionate indiscretion of 
the lovers quickly betrayed the rest of the secret; 
and thelrail^ of the sage> and the sensibility of 
the disciple, became a aulnectof public aniinad- 
version. : The eyes of.Fulbert alone Fcre sealed 
up4 but at len^ tbcrumourji reached his ears, 
whieh he tseated as^idle gossip^ until officiously 
persuaded to seek an endenoe lob glanng foe 
distrust. The seeming moderatioii^-^th which 
he aoquhred thm eoavictiont, a Cemp^ance so 
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coatrary'to big usual liumour, only aenred to in* 
creaise- the well-founded alarm of the lovers. 
Abelard was of course at. once dismissed the^ 
bouse-; and they resolred patiently to endure a- 
temporary separation until the resentment of the, 
canon was abated. 

:' Absence and opposition produced on strong 
passion . its usual effects ; the affection of the 
lovers became more fervent and tender, and an. 
epistolary correspondence was adopted to soften^ 
the pains of absence. Betrayed by. a seryanty. 
this intercourse was prevented; and their situa-^ 
tion. became insupportable, until, by the assist-' 
ance of a music master, Abelard contrived to 
obtain another interview with his mistress.. It. 
i^as> during- this stolen , opportunity, Heloise 
disposed to him that certain consequences o| 
their- intimacy would render a Jonger abode ivk 
the house- of her unde impossible* ' The passioa 
of Heloise was of that kind in which self, seems 
sdtogether absorbed in the being of anQthec; the 
offspring would be that of Abelard, and she com- 
municated the circumstance with . transports of 
joy.- Hie lover contemplated the'difficulty. with 
less intoxication; and after debating on the mea« 
sures it would be expedient to pursue, it was de- 
teVmined that Heloise should s^ek an asylum in 
l^e house of a sister of Abelard*8, in Brit^nny; 
As no time was to be lost, her immediate de** 
parture from the house of her uncle was resolved 
upon; and, disguised in the. habit of a nun, she 
eiBcaped the same night, safely reached the 
Assigned asylum,' and was soon after delivered 
of a SOB, to whom thaparents gave the fanciful 
name'of Astrolabus. ■ > 
Hie afiUction of Fulbert, wha: tenderly loved 
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his niece, was Extreme ; and, giving hinHself up 
to profound melancholy, he sought relief in no- 
thing but ideas of revenge. In this humour he 
received a visit from Abelard, who waited upon 
him with a hope of appeasing his indignation* 
The lover pleaded in mitigation of his culpabilify 
with all the eloquence in his power, and con- 
cluded by stating his, wish to make the only 
atonement he could offer. — ^* Are you willing," 
interrupted the canon with impatie-nt sternness, 
" to- marry my niece V* " Most gladly," replied 
Abelard, '* if such is your wish, and the consent 
of Helbise can be obtained;" " Is it possible^" 
retorted Fulbert, " that you can doubt of either?" 
The lover then conditioned that the nup^iale 
should be kept secret for a time^ in consequence 
of his situation in the church ; to which the canon 
was slowly brought to. agree, upon eondition^ 
however, that the ceremony should take place 
immediately on the recovery of Heloise. 
' The rage of Fulbert thus allav^d, Abelard 
repaired to Britanny, to visit and. comfort his 
mistress, who, to his great suqprise, when he 
related the promise of marriage which he had 
ttiade to her uncle, ardently and vehemently op** 
posed a union which might be presumed to com- 
plete her happinec^ With surprising energy 
ahdeloquence she ap^ 'aled, in the firstinstance, 
to his literary ambition c^ad promising prospects 
in'the church, all of which would .1% sacrificed 
by niarriage. She tenderly assured him that it 
was for himself- she loved him ; that his interest, 
his glory, his fame, were infinitely nearer and 
more important to her peace than her own repu^ 
tiition. Was it for her, who gloried in the vir^ 
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tnes and talents of the man to whom she had 
freely resiened herself, to lob the church of a 
member whose eminence and ability rendered 
him its principal ornament, or the world of a 
genius on which it had such great and extensive 
claims ? In confining to domestic cares a genius 
formed for the public welfare, the advancement 
of science would be impeded, and the cause 
of human learning suffer. What an abrupt and 
humiliating period would be put to a career 
commenced with so much splendour and sue* 
cess! 

" Do you picture to yourself happbess,'* 
continued this animated and extraordinarr wo* 
man, **in uniting your fate to mine in bands 
which death only caln dissever? — You deceive 
yourself; bondage is never sweet; even fetters 
of gold will gall. In a union which love has 
established, and which merit and confidence 
preserve, glory, honour, and pleasure, are alone 
to be foui^. Such a union owes to its freedom 
its existence. Do human laws or the customs 
to the world form bands more strong than affec- 
tion in which souls intermingle? If you see me 
daily, you will see me too often ; favours which 
cost ypu no care, and which you will consider as 
your due, will instantly lose their value. You 
perceive not this at present, but I shall feel it 
when too late. After what I have urged, I dis- 
dain to dwell on the ridicule of the world, who 
will with contempt observe you barter, for a wife, 
utility, fame, fortune, and quiet. For myself^ 
the title of a mistress is a thousand times more 
endearing than that of a wife; a name which 
imposes on US| and owc^ its dignity only to cut-* 






Ion. To be tb# «iiifi«8i ot die nan I lore, I 
would contemn -llie throne, of th^ C«tars. All 
the.liOBOttr» the wealth, the respect, the enjoy- 
ment, wlitch a, splendid allianee could offer, 
wodid fiiil in tenptii^ me to sacrifice yonr hap- 
piness and glory. • 

All these refinements, of passion, although 
possthly strongly felt by Abelard, could not 
shake the resolution of die loTer and the man. 
He fdt both his affection and his honour en- 
gaged to fulfil his promise to the canon ; and, 
while the disinterestedness of Heloise melted his 
heart, he continued to urge the proprietj and 
neoeasity of the marriage. Overcome at length 
hy his solicitation, she yielded a reluctant con- 
aent ^^ Heaven ordain,** she exclaimed, ** that 
this fatal marriage prove not the destruction of 
both the one and the other; and that the anxiety 
which will follow it may not be greater . than the 
love by which it has.b^n preceded!*^ 

The agreement between Abelard and Fulbert 
was, in the first instance, observed with punctu- 
ality. The former continued to give public lec- 
tures, which obtained the usual portion of appro- 
bation ; a]«d, from time to time, stole secretly to 
the arms of his wife, who continued to reside 
with her uncle. This state of pain and con- 
stramt, which had however its charms for lovers 
of the temperament of Abelard and Heloise, did 
not last long. Fulbert, whether in public repa- 
ratiott of the honour of his niece, or in order to 
annoy Abelard, whom he now detested, pub- 
licly divulged the marriage^ which brought all 
his connexions to pay their compliodents to 
Heloise, who continued to protest that, there was 
no truth iu it. This conduct 90 irritated Fu}* 
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Wrt, tbat he treated her- even with 'Violence} 
which induced Abelard to remove her from his 
house to the abbey of Argeuteuil, where she. had 
"been brought up during her .childhoods Here, 
with the .exception of thisyeil, she assumed, the 
habit; .a step which effectually silenced the re^ 
port of the marriage, while, in consequence of 
the influence of Heloise in the convent, it did 
'not altogether preclude the visits of Abelard; 
and in the meantime the attachment on '.both 
sides was strengthened in proportion, to the ob-* 
stacles which opposed it. . . ' 

'. Fulbert was no sooner acquainted with the 
retreat of his niece, and the place to which she 
'had been consigned, than, believing that it indi- 
cated an attempt to supersede the marriage, he 
yielded himself up to an excess of rage, and 
dreamed only of vengeance. .His friends and 
'relations shared in his resentment; and five of 
thenif after gaining pver one -of his don^estics, 
were introduced by night into' the apartment of 
'Abelard; whom they deprived of the. power, of all 
'farther sexual communication. Roused by his 
cries, the neighbours happily . arrived in tipoe to 
save his life, by procuring the immediate surgical 
assistance which his case demanded. .> 
•' This atrocity did not go unpunished ; the pri- 
mary author of it was outlawed, and deprived of 
his benefices, his property being confiscated jto 
the church. Two only of the other criminals 
.were taken, the one of whom was the treacherous 
servant ; both these miscreants .endured the evil ^ 
which they had inflicted, and moreover were 
deprived of their eyes. This act. of justice j. how* 
'ever, proved but a feeble consolation to the un- 
happy Abelard% In vain he received, on the' 
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part of tbe public, testtisioiiiet' of the higtiMt 
esteem; in Tain his friends, sharing his grief, 
jdid all in their power to assuage it* It must be 
confessed, indeed, that the arguments of some of 
them were not very judiciously chosen. Fulk, 
prior of Deuil, for instance, in enumerating the 
advantages attendant on his misfortune, congra- 
tulates him that he will no longer be annoyed 
-by the attention of women, no longer prove the 
terror of husbandsj and that he might hence* 
[forward regard the finest females in the world 
Vithout danger. ' ' ' . 

Abelard, filled with grief and shame, deter- 
'mined in his despair to quit the scene of bis mis- 
fortune and of the triumph of his enemies, and to 
;bury himself in the seclusion of a monastic life. 
In vain Helbise opposed diis resojution, and 
'deprecated the idea of their separation ; her re- 
'monstrances failed to move his unalterable reso- 
lution. This might be defensible; but his 
'anxiety for his wife to follow bis example proved 
his love much more ' than his; generosity* The 
following: is part of a letter which Abelard ad- 
'dressed to Heloise on this affecting subject :-^ 

" When youY uncle," writes the. afflicted bus- 
'band, *^ made me an example for rash lovers, I 
; Was apprehensive that you might - seek a . more 
effective mate. Love believed what it feared; 
and in order to be assured, I pressed' you to 
take the vows. I would rather lose you altoge^ 
ther than share you with another ; and I delayed 
making my own profession nntil you had made 
yours, in order to be at liberty, if yoii had re- 
lused) to follow you everywhere; to add to your 
happiness, should jqvl still live with me, and to 
prove your executioner^ should you prove mi* 
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fnthM. This lorejn iateresledj I copfe^n : biU 
wlmt love it not 90? I haye experienced^ for 
wbme time past, Uiat love can exist without en* 
joyment; bntitis not in the power of the heart 
lo'lbve .for a loi^]^ time without being beloved; 
s«d I feeU to. the fib^me^ of qiy passion, that mj 
^tuttns will be^itrengthened by yours. 

Hie tender Heloiae* $t the age of twenty-two, 
eonsmited to Bsaka the required sacrifice ; and, 
in the bloom of youth and the spring of lifeiy 
allured the worlds its allinrementSy and its plea- 
sures. In the conyent of Argenteuil, at the foot 
of the altar, wiUi unshaken firmness and con- 
Stan^, she bound herself by irrevocable vowa» 
and completed the sacrifice of love. On this 
afiecting ocfiasion she beUrayed no symptom of 
reluctance ; every passion, every sorrow, eveiy 
fegret, was absorbed in the anguish of a compuI« 
sory separation from the husband of her choice. 
Yet she was not inienstble of the want of gene** 
rosity which exacted it, as appears from the fol- 
lowing pathetic passage in a subsequent letter 
to him: — 

'< When you obliged me,** she writes^ '^ to de- 
•Tote myself to Grod, you promised to do the 
same thing yourself, which you have not yet done. 
if my youth and my sex made you fear to leave 
me at large in the world, my life, my fidelity, my 
-heart, which you ought to understand, should 
have reassured you. Your mistrust, I avow, 
sensibly affected me, and I bliished for you. 
-* What,' exclaimed I, VAbelard believe that I 
may be inconstant, and at this time require a 
'God and vows to answer forme V You bad only 
tO'give melaws, without shutting me up. Do 
fou imagine yimrself a better teacher of vice 
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ttam of Yirtiie?-r^Bitt all wliicli comes from yon 
hs» charms for me. Nothing would ^vpaar 
c^colt to me to execute bj yoar order, and 
under your eyes ; and I love you at this moment 
even more than ever. This ought to assure to« 
of the purity of my love. If I had loved plea* 
sure, when you were so cruelly treated, I was 
only twenty years of age, and might hare both 
gtren and received it, could I have experienoed 
any other pleasure than diat of loving you* I 
Asnounce with joy the world, riches* honours^ all 
except yourself, my dear Abelard T 

Thus Heloise took the veil; not as a christiaa 
in the ardour of penitence, but as a lover ahaa« 
doned- to despab. At die very, moment she 
received it, she recited some vevses which Lncaa 
irats into the mouth of Cornelia, asappUoable to 
her own situation :-— 

O maiJme eanjux ! 
O tbalftmit iodigne meis ! hoc jnrii habebat 
In tantnm fortnna caput ? cur imp«a mpii. 
Si misflraai iactiva iai } tnon mo^aap fmtum^ 
Sed qoat iponte tuam.. Lucijf, 1. tiH* 

A]^ mr om«i greatest lord t Ah I cmel boir S 
Is thy Tictoriofs head ia fortnoe's pow'r ? 
Since miseries my baneful love pursue, 
Why did I wed thiee only to oncb? 
But see to death my williDg neck I how ; 
AlOBo the angry go«|s, by one kind blow* 

Bows. 

The romantic ardour of this devoted woman's 
affection/ liot only supported her through this 
sacrifice, but seems never to have forsaken her 
to the latest moment 6f her life. 

Abelard, having witnessed the profession of 
Heloise, himself took the vows in tne monastery 
of St Denis, determined to forget, and m hopes' 
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of beings forgottenv by the world. His admirers 
and pupils however, unwilling to lose the benefit 
of his instructions, sent deputies to intreat him 
tt> return to his school ; which invitation, after 
some deliberation, he accepted, and soon found 
himself surrounded by a numerous train of scho- 
lars: His popularity excited so .much jealousy 
oh the part of rival teachers, that they contrived 
to involve him in ecclesiastical censures for his 
Work ' On Ae. Unity of God,' implying the ex- 
istence of a gradation in the trinity, approaching 
to what is now called ariahisro. . After a very, 
partial investigation, in which his enemies pre- 
vailed, his book was condemned to be burnt by 
his own hand, and he was ordered to read a 
recantation, and to be imprisoned in the convent 
of St Medard. His confinement was short; but 
he was soon involved in another prosecution for 
being so unpatriotic as to deny that St Denys of 
France was Dionysius the Areopagite. For this 
dire offence, he was accused to the king: as a 
calumniator and an enemy to his country;* and, 
apprehensive of danger to his person, he fled to 
the convent of St Argent in Champagne, the 
prior of which was his friend. Here he remained 
until the clamour had in some degree subsided, 
when he obtained leave to retire to some solitary 
retreat, on condition that he should never again 
become member of a convent. 
, ' The spot which Abelard selected for his retire- 
ment was a vale near Nogent, in the valley of « 
Champagne. Here, in 1122, he'erected a. small 
oratory, which he dedicated to the Trinity, ieind 
consecrated to the Holy Ghost, the Comforter 
or Paraclete. Such was his fame, that he was 
<|iuckly followed, and a rustic college gradually 
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arose roand his retreat. Jealousy was in conse- 
quence again excited to his discomfort ; and he 
"was about to seek another asylum^ when thj^ 
dukfe of Britanny, moved by his misfortunes, 
appointed him to the abbey of St Gildas, in the 
diocese of Vaunes, the monks of which elected 
him their superior. But even here his adverse 
fortune pursued him ; being anxious to restrain 
the excessive profligacy of the fraternity, his monks 
soon regarded him with extreme aversion, and 
he even conceived his life in danger from poison, 
which he asserted that in one instance they min- 
gled with the sacramental bread. Such mdeed 
was his situation, that he himself compared it to 
that of the favourite of the tyrant of Syracuse, 
over whose head a sword was suspended by a 
single thread, to give him a lively conception of 
the dangers of the royalty which he nad re- 
garded as the summit of human felicity.* 

While thus a prey to anxiety and disquiet, he 
had the additional mortification to learn that the 
situation of Heloise was as embarrassing and 
melancholy as his own. This celebrated female, 
shutting up in her own heart the passion which 
consumed it, had behaved in so exemplary a 
manner in her retreat, that the nuns bad elected 
her their superior. This circumstance did not 
prevent the community from being charged with 
irregularity; when Suger, abbot of StDenys, oa 
the pretence of an ancient claim, obtained a grant 
for annexing the convent of Argenteuil to the 

* Bi^.jiiitlr obceires, that if Abelard restrained hit 
monki unusually on the score of chastity, they would resent 
it more in him than in any other man; first, as hanng^ 
been an offender as long^ as he was able, and seeomUgr as 
beittf no longer able to offend. £a. . 
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monastery of St Denys. As no censure has bMa 
thrown on Heloise for the imputed improprieties 
of her nuns, and as it does not appeieur dbat her 
name was included in the general scandal ^ the 
society, if the charge against the convent was 
anythme more than a pretext in order to sanction 

1>owerfiu injustice, it is probable that, like her 
over, she ineffectually endeavoured to restrain a 
licence in which she took no part. In the 
opinion of most authors, however, these diarget 
of disorder originated in little beyond the avarr- 
cious anxiety of the monks to gain possession of 
ArgenteuiL 

Driven from her asylum, Heloise in her dis- 
tress had recourse to Abelard for assistance and 
counsel, and obtained from hhn, with permission 
of the bishop of Troyes, an assignment of the 
Paraclete, where she formed an establishment 
for the eight nuns who still followed their supe- 
rior. The gift was in the year 1131 confirmed 
by pope Innocent II ; and in her new retreat, 
Heloise, by her discipline and exemplary cmi- 
duct, created general admiration and respect 
Donations were also showered upon the house ; 
and, according to Abelard, the abbess in one 
year received more gifts than he should have 
expected during the whole of his life. She wfl(s 
also treated by the bishop of Troyes with great 
pastoral kindness ; and the convent obtained so 
much reputation, and struck so deep a root, that 
the abbesses who succeeded Heloise were usually 
of -the first families of France, as may be seen by 
a list of them inserted by Duchesne in his notes 
on the works of Abelard. 

Abelard, aftertheestablishmehtof Heloise at the 
Paraclete, made frequent joumies from Britannv 
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to Chattpagne, in order to soothe her sorrow, 
and assist in the settlement of her house. Ca- 
lamny, however, soon stepped in to embitt^ tiiis 
occasional intercourse ; and whether in these meet- 
ings, so dear and affecting, they found the woundi 
in iheir hearts open anew, or that they judged 
it necessary to make an additional sacrifice to 
the opinion of the world and the sanctity of their 
engagements, they resolved upon a find separa*- 
tion ; and after givmg his wife spiritual directkms 
for her conduct and the government of the eon*- 
Tent, Abelard returned to Britanny. 

It was a long Ume after this, but duringf the 
residence of A^lard at St Gildas, that the inte- 
resting correspondence passed between him and 
Heloise, which is still extant, and that Abelard 
wrote the memoirs of his life, reaching to 1134. 
The correspondence originated iu the affecting 
circumstance of a letter, addressed by Abelard to 
a friend, falling accidentally into me hands of 
Heloise, The well-remembered characters ex- 
cited her curiosity and renewed her tenderness ; 
and, yielding to her desire to know the con- 
tents of the epistle, she experienced in the peru- 
sal that a passion like hers could only be extin- 
tinguished with existence. Unable to sustain 
the burthen of uncommunicated thought, she 
determined once more to pour her whole soul 
into the bosom of the man whose fatal attach- 
ment had blasted the prospects of her youth, 
and consigned her maturer years to a livin? 
death. Nothing can be more touching and 
passionate than many passages in the letters of 
If eloise, which appeal irresistibly to the soul. 

" The wounds of my heart,'' she writes to her 
husband, "which time ought to have closed. 
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Ueed afresh on beholding the story of our suffer- 
ings traced by your hand/ I liave blotted the 
narrative with my tears, which would not be re- 
strained. Why did I hide from you the secret 
of my calling ? Neither piety nor zeal led me to 
the altar : cruel vengeance and unhappy ' love 
have placed me here. Your affection, your 
approbation, was the recompense to which I 
looked. Among tiiose devoted to God, I wor- 
ship only you : amidst the heroic victims of the 
cro8S| I am the slave of passion. The head of a 
religious community, my soul is devoted only to 
wAbelard. In the temple of chastity, I am covered 
.with the ashes of the fire which consumes me. 
The obligation to which my vocation calls me is 
combatted incessantly by the stronger and more 
habitual feelings of the heart. I have renounced 
the world, I have renounced life,, but 1 cannot 
renounce Abelard l" 

. ** Whatever efforts I make, whichever way I 
turn me," writes Uie passionate Heloise in an- 
other letter, ** one . dear idea pursues me, and 
eternally presents to my eyes and my imagina- 
tion everytiiing which I ought to forget. During 
the silence of night, when my spirits ought to be 
tranquil, in the midst of sleep which suspends 
the most deep-seated inquietude, I know not 
how to escape the illusions which spring from my 
heart. I believe myself to be still with my dear 
Abelard ; I see him, I hear him, I speak to him : 
charmed with one another, we again abandon the 
study of philosophy, in order to entertain, our- 
selves more agreeably ^ith love. Sometimes I 
also imagine myself a spectator of the' cruel put- 
rage of your enemies; [ oppose myself to their 
fury, I fill the apartment with cries of terror. 
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and waking find myself bathed with tears.^ . . . , 
''Abelard, do you sometimes behold Heloise in 
your dreams ? In what manner does she appear to 
you Z Do ^ou address her in languaee as tender 
as that which you employed when Fulbert in- 
trusted her to your care ? Are you joyous or 
sorrowful when you awake? Pardon, Abelard, — 
pardon passion, which loses all recollection. I 
oueht no longer to expect from you the same 
ardour by which you were once animated. I 
ought no longer to expect from you a mutual 

correspondence in wishes I begin to per4 

ceive, Abelard, that I take too much pleasure in 
writing to you, and that I ought to burn a letter 
which informs you that I always entertain for 
you the most unhappy passion in the world ; 
although I designed, when I commenced writing, 
to persuade, you to the contrary,*' Sec. 

Although. the letters of Abelard are far inferior 
to tbose of Heloise in the eloquence of nature, 
of tenderness, and of despair, they shew that he 
fbnnd it equally impossible to prevent her image 
reigning predominant over his soul. 

ff Deceive not yourself,** he says to Heloise in 
one of his letters ; *^ I adore you with more ardour 
than ever. I must open my heart to you. I 
iiave, since my retirement, concealed my passion 
from the world out of vanity, and from you out 
of tenderness. I wished to cure you by my 
affected indifference, and to spare you the cruel 
inortification of a love without hope. No longer 
able to live with you, I have sought to. efface 
your image from my soul. I have sought, both 
m philosophy and in religion, for arms to combat 
that fatal " passion which our misfortunes have 
only served to render the more ungovernable. 
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I am engaged by my tows to forget you, bvtl 
hare forgotten only my Yows.^ Solitude, to which 
I fled as an asylum against you. Only disengages 
me from the rest of ue world ia order to leave 
▼our image in more complete possession ^f mv 
heart and my mind ; and I am convinced that it 
Is useless to endeavour to cease to lo?e jba^ It 
would be well if I discovered only to you ray 
disorder and my weakness. My reason dis^ 
covers to me all the ettent of my duties; and 
always occupied either by love or remorsci I 
never have a tranquil moinent* I would Ay 
from you, but your idea and my passion pursue 
me everywhere. I have nothing to hope from 
love, ana cannot devote myself to virtue. 

** Believe not, Heloise,'' says the unhappy 
lover in another letter,^' that I enjoy tranquillity* 
I must for the last time open my soul to you : 
I cannot disengage myself from you, and combat 
in vain against sentiments which are but too 
tender. In spite of all my efforts, I feel a porti(Hi 
of sympathy which renders me sensible to -all 
your chagrin, and a partaker in all your cares. 
Your letters, I confess, have mudi moved me ; 
and I have not been able to read characters widi 
indifference, which have been traced by a hand 
so dear. I sigh, I even shed tears ; and llie 
greatest efforts scarcely enable me to conceal my 
weakness from my disciples. Yes, unfortunate 
Heloise, such is the state of the unhappy Abelard I 
The world, which is always deceived in its judg- 
ments, believes that I enjoy peace,* and, as if I 
had loved you with sensual passion only, has 
imagined that I have now foirgotten you« How 
gross is the error !" 

At length, convinced of the necessity of termi- 
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oaltng a eonrespondeiica wludi only tended to 
deepen past impresnonty and add ftiel to tho 
iktal flame that burnt ineztiamiiliablj in the 
bosoms of bothy Abelard lesonred to tear from 
their hearts this last consolation ; and it eoa* 
eluded accotdingi j. Fated to enjoy no rest, in 
1140 a ^process of heresy was again preferred 
i^ainst him before the aidibishop of Sens. Tho 
accasation, consisting of propositions dmwn from 
ihe writings of Abelard, was delivered to the 
assemblj by St Bernard. Against the nnfriir 
proceedmgs of his adrersaries tiie writer appealed 
m vain to the pope, to whom StBemard de-* 
scribed him, in tne controversial language of the 
times, as an ^* infernal dragon,^ a '* persecntor of 
tiie faith;^ and a ^precursor of Antichrist.'*. 
Abelard — ^whose only fault seems to have con* 
aisted in a weak attempt to explain the Trinity, 
and other religious mysteries, syllogisticaliy — on 
this representation of the holy Bernard, was at 
once condemned by Innocent 11, who, without 
hearing anything in his defence, sentenced him 
to perpetual sil^ce. With his usual tenacity, 
however, he resolved to set out to Rome, to ve« 
monstrate against his sentence ; but taking Ciugni 
in his way, he was induced by his friend Peter, 
the abbot, to abide there while the latter tried to 
reconcile him to the pope and St Bernard* In 
this kind ofBce the abbot succeeded, but not 
until Abelard had made a declaration of faith* 
in which he yielded to a torrent that he found 
unable to oppose. Permitted to remain at 
Ciugni, he Hved there for two years compara- 
tively private* The monks of the convent, indeed, 
importuned him to recommence his lectures, with 
which request he occasionally complied, and ob- 
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tained undiminifthed applause. His health and 
spirits -were however too much enfeebled to sup-, 
port these exertions; and symptoms of debility 
and disease increasing, an ineffectual attempt- 
was made by his friends to revive the expirin^^ 
flame by removing him to the purer air of the^ 
priory of St Marcellus, near Chalons. Here, oa 
the 2lst of April 1142, in the sixty-third year, 
of his age, he terminated his misfortunes, and 
his life. In conformity to his desire, his remains 
were sent to the chapel of the Paraclete, and 
delivered to Heloise for interment. In the man-' 
ner of the times, a form of absolution was sent 
with the corpse by the abbot of Clugni, with an 
epitaph to be engraven on the tomb of Abelard, 
in which his learning and knowledge were spoken 
of in the highest terms of panegeric. 
. Those only who have loved ais tenderly, aia 
truly, and as constantly as Heloise, can imagine^ 
the excess of her emotion on hearing of the 
death of Abelard. She had lived onlv for him, 
had tllought only of him, and in spite of his 
absence and his nullity, he was still as he ever 
had been, her only consolation. In losing him 
she therefore lost all, and was alone in the 
universe. This heroine, on so many accounts, 
at the time of the death of Abelard, was only 
in her forty-first year, and still possessed much 
of the beauty and of the personal attractions of 
her youth, which however soon yielded to the 
grief produced by that melancholy event. The 
remainder of her life, twenty years, was em- 
ployed in a rigid attention to her religious 
duties, her own hours of private devotion being 
regularly spent over the tomb of her husband, 
Heloise, like Abelard, died at the age of sixty- 
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tbvee, on the 17th May 1163, I^ as it is said, 
she lequested to be re-united to him in the 
grave, her request was not granted; yet the 
t(Hnbs of the lovers as founder and foundress of 
Paraclete, are placed near each other in the 
chapel of the convent In 1779 the bones of 
this celebrated pair were taken out of the vault 
by the then abbess, Marie de la Rochefoucault, 
and placed in a leaden coffin, separated in two 
divisions, that they might not be confounded. 
They were thus conveyed in procession and 
deposited beneath the altar, where a monument 
of black marUe, with a Latin inscription, was 
erected to their memory. When die convents 
were abolished throughout France in 1792, the 
inhaHtants of Nogent sur Seine transported the 
remains of Abelard and Heloise to the vaults 
of their own church; from thence, in the year 
1800, they were brought by the government to 
Paris, and placed in the museum of French 
monuments, in a neat sepulchral chapel built 
by Lenoin out of the ruins of the Paraclete. 
Lastly, in 1817, the museum being destroyed, 
they were finally removed to the burying ground 
of Fere la Chaise in Paris, where the sepulchral 
chapel has been re-erected, and is now to be seen. 

It must not be concealed, that in the tablet of 
moral merit these celebrated lovers will take a 
much lower place than in that of love, v The 
seduction of Heloise was no juvenile indiscretion 
on the part of Abelard (who was then nearly 
forty years of age) but, agreeably to his own 
confession, a scheme deliberately planned and 
resolutely executed; in short, an unresistmg 
sacrifice of principle to passion, and of honour 
%ad generosity to the most selfish form of love. . 

voi:« r% 2 
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Nnther, in the whole ootirae of hU conduct, with 
the exception of the gift of Paraclete, was it 
clear from Uie tinge of selfishness which origi- 
nated this ill-fated amour. His mistrust, and 
anxiety that his wife should precede him in 
taking the yeil,-~reyerything exhibits his inferi- 
ority in miaignanimity and disinterestedness. The 
primary indiscretion of Heloise, on the contrary, 
was palliated by youthful ardour and inexperi- 
ence; jmd extreme sensibility, romantic attach- 
ment, noble generosity, all unite to sanctify the 
frailties of a being at once so elevated and 
attractive. Her genius and apquirements also 
tend to exalt, our ideas of this extraordinary 
woman,* certainly one of the most interesting, 
self-devoted victims to love, on ancient or 
modern record. 



ABELBRES. 

Abslsres is the name which the tte|;Toes of 
the gold coast and of the kingdom of Juida give 

* The fame of her learnini^ epread throoffhout Europe. 
Her knowledi^ of the Greek, Latio, and Hebrew lan- 
guages is commended by Abelard*. She is also spoken of 
by the abbot of Clugny, not merely as exceeding her own 
sex in learning and talents, but the majority of scholani. 
In the records of the house of Paraclete her name is re- 
corded as '* mother and first abbess of the conrent, famed 
for her religion and learning." In commemoration of ber 
skill in the languages) it became an annual custom in the 
Paraclete on the day of Pentecost to perform divine eer- 
vioe in Greek. Ifer own epistles form a stiU more unequi- 
Toeal testimony of the TiTacity of her genius, and the- 
ferrour and sensibility of her soul. So far do they surpass 
those of Abelard^ that, looking at the now obsolete fiature 
of the studies of the latter, most people will agree with a 
celebrated French author, ** that the worlwof the scholar hare 
for many years past giTen Talue to those of the master." 



ABELONIANS. Z5 

to their public courtesans. They are chiefly 
prisoners taken in wariike ezcarsions, which are 
frequently made for the express purpose* What 
is singular, if lost again oy the cluuioe of war» 
the young men express the utmost resentment 
against their magistrates or rulers, if they do not 
take immediate steps to recover this portion of 
public property, and even go so far as to threat^i 
that their own wives shall be made to supply the 
place of the absent. ** It has happenea more 
than once/' says Bosman, *^ that when I have 
had occasion to arrest five or six magisfarates, it 
has created little sensation, but, at a particular 
time, having taken away two Abeleres, idl ike 
town was in a state of alarm, and fathers and 
husbands joined their most earnest entreaties for 
their restoration to those of the young men.^ 

Most of the women of distinction in Juida» 
when they are on their death-beds, order the pur- 
chase of two or three handsome female slaves, to 
be Abeleres in such or such a canton, which libe* 
rality passes for a pious action that will be recom- 
pensed in the other world, like the founding of a 
monastery. 



ABELONIANS. 

These were a curious sect of heretics, which 
arose in Champagne, and had been some time 
extinct in the days of St Augustin. Their prin- 
ciples in regard to the union of the sexes were 
peculiarly strange : each man was to be i»pos- 
sessioii (h his particular woman ;^ — th^^ought 
it improper, and would not allow that any one 
should remain single, but all corporeal union was 

2 * 
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prohibited. The wife was to be to the husband 
the tree of knowledge of good and evil, the fruit 
of which he was not, under severe penalties, to 
taste. These people were for regulating their 
matrimonial intercourse after the pnesumed mo* 
del of that of Adam and Eye in paradise; or, 
rather, they professed to follow the example of 
Abel, from whom their name, who they pre* 
tended was married, but had died without know-' 
ledge of his wife. When aman and woman entered 
this society, they adopted two children, a boy 
and a girl, who succeeded to their g^ods, and 
who married each other in the like manner when 
grown up. They easily found poor people in 
the neighbourhood to supply them with chsldxen. 
This account is given by St Augustin, and as 
he is almost the only author who mentions them, 
it must be inferred that they were very little 
known. It is thought that this sect commenced 
under the emperor Arcadius, as it certainly ter«» 
minated under Theodosius the younger, when all 
who composed it, being reduced to a single vil- 
lage, reunited themselves to the catholic churclu 
A correspondent fate has of late years befallen 
a similar unnatural institution in the United 
States. Nature may be diverted in given cases, 
but cannot be wholly extinguished. 



ABRAHAM AND SARAH. 

It is unnecessary to supply our readers with 
the amatory and conjugal history of Abraham 
and Sarah, so singular, in relation to their ad- 
venturea with the two kings, Pharoah and Abi- 
melech, and to the concubin^e and expulsion. 
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of Hagar. Tins allnsioti, therefbre, if ofdy flifule 
for the purpose of introducing the extraordinary 
eulogiams bestowed on Abraham and Sarah, for 
the manner in which they passed themselves for 
brother and sister to the princes aforesaid. ** Saj 
what you will/' writes Bayle, ** Abraham left the 
honour and chastity of Sarah to the paternal 
care of pfrovidence, but neglected no humam 
means for the preserration of his own life. Not 
to acknowledge therein the infirmity of cormpt 
nature, is to be wilfully blind.** 

St Chrysostom and St Ambrose, on the con- 
trary, find subject for panegyric in the conduct, 
- t>n these occasions, of both husband and wife. 
In adverting to the virtues of Abraham^ the 
former observed to his auditors, that nothing 
vexes a husband more than to see his wife sus- 
pected of having been in the power of another; 
and yet this just person (Abraham) here made 
use of all his efforts to cause the act of adultery 
to be accomplished. It might be expected after 
this, that the preacher would proceed to censure 
the patriarch ;•"— quite the contrary; he praises 
his courage and his prudence : his courage, 
which enabled him to conquer the emotion of 
jealousy, and the prudence which suggested so 
able an expedient to preserve his life. '^Be- 
hold,*' exclaimai St Chrysostom, " with what 
prudence that just person imagined a happy 
manner of frustrating the ambuscades and evil 
intentions of the Egyptians!*' He afterwards 
excuses him for having consented to his wife's 
adultery, because death in those days had not 
been stripped of its terrors. After praising her 
husband, he expatiates on the docility of Sarah, 
who gladly accepted the proposition, and did all 
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in her power to act her share of the comedy 
well. ** Who,'' he exclaims^ addressing fainueuT 
to the good wives of Antipch, ** can sufficiently 
admire Sarah for being willing, at her ereat age, 
and after such continency, to expose herself to 
prostitution, and ffive up her person to barba- 
rians, to save her husband's life?'' ' St Ambrose 
gave no less praise to the chastity of Sarah, and 
St Augustin was near upon verging into a simi- 
lar strain. It may be doubted whether this 
theme of panegyric would exactly hit die taste 
of a devout congregation at this time, and, 
indeed^ Orieen was so scandalized at it, that he 
does away ue matter of fact, and spiriti^alizes it 
into types and allegories. Origen was, however, 
a heretic, and these times are not our times. 



ABOU JOSEPH. 

How far the casuistry attributed to this 
famous mahometan doctor may really be founded 
on the following singular narrative of an Arabian 
writer may be aoubtful. At all events, it exhi- 
bits in a curious point of view certain peculiarities 
in the marriage laws of the votaries of the Koran* 

Abou Joseph was the cadi^al-codhat, or judge 
of judges, in Bagdat; a dignity answering to 
that of chancellor in Great Britain or France. 
He lived in the time of the celebrated caliph 
Haroun al Raschid, who, having become amo- 
rous of one of the slaves and concubines of his 
brother Ibrahim, and wishing to purchase her 
irom him, he offered the latter thirty thousand 
dinars of gold for the lady. Unfortunately^ 
however, Ibrahim had solemnly sworn to her 
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tluit lie would neither sell nor gtre her awaj; 
Imty' tenderly as he loved her, he anew that both 
his life and property depended upon the caliph^ 
and consulted Abou Joseph to know how he 
should act m circutnstances so delicate. *' To 
avoid perjury/' said Abou Joseph, *' gwe one 
half of your slave and seU the other.** Charmed 
with an expedient worthy of Escobar, Ibrahim 
immediately sent the slave to his brother, with 
the necessary explanation, and was so delighted 
with the subtility which had extricated him from 
so. dangerous a dilemma, that he gave his coun- 
sellor ten thousand dinars. 

Haroun, although possessed of the lady> had 
still an obstecle to overcome ; for, according to 
mahometan law, the concubine of one brother 
could not pass into the arms of another, unless 
she had been in the meantime married and repu- 
diated by some one else. The advice of Abou 
Joseph was again sought for, who recommended 
the caliph to marry his new fevourite to one of 
his slaves, who could divorce her without ass|im« 
ing the privileges df a husband. This was ac« 
cordmgly done: but the slave^ falling in love 
with his wife, refused the ten thousand dinars 
offered bim to put her away, and the doctor was 
again called upon to discover some means of 
reconciling llie conscience of the caliph with his 
love. Never at a loss, he counsellea the latter 
that, as the rebel slave still belonged to him, to 
present him as a gift to his own wife, which 
would disannul th^ marriage: as, according to 
the mahometan law, no woman could be the wifief 
of her own slave. Thus, by the casuistry of this 
judge of judged, the beautiful slave at length 
reached the. arms of the caliph, who recompensed 
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the ingenuity of his counsellor with ten thousand 
dinars for each expedient; which, added to an 
eaual sum on the part of the grateful lady out 
or the fii*8t fruit of Uie caliph's munificence, and 
to the fee of prince Ibrahim, produced him fifty 
thousand for this single affair. 

It was Abou Joseph who, having one day 
ftTOwed his ignorance m regard to some question 
put to him, and being reproached with receiving 
a high salary for what in this instance he could 
not perform, replied, — *' I receive remuneration 
in proportion to what I know ; if I received it in 
proportion to what I do not know, the riches of 
the caliph would not be sufficioit for the pur* 
pose,'' 



ABYDOS. 

It was love which rendered the Turks masters 
pf the castle of Abydos, named at present, in 
conjunction widi that of Sestos, the Dardanelles. 
Under the sultan Orcan, the Turks besieged 
Abydos, when it happened that the daughter of 
the governor imagined that she had seen in a 
dream the figure of the man who was destined 
to be her husband. The cherished ima^ of diis 
predestined mortal she recognised in the person 
of one of the besieging army, and willmg to 
submit to fate, she dropped from the walls a 
billet, in which she promised to give him up 
both the castle and her own person. The young 
soldier immediately took the note to his general, 
whOf willing to ascertain the sincerity of the 
proposal^ dmv off his army, and gave orders to 
the lover to approach the walls towardi mid- 
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night with a chosen bodj^ of men, who Were to 
act as the note directed. Faithful to her pro*- 
mise, the romantic damsel introduced them into 
tiie castle, when they overpowered the garrison, 
and made her father a prisoner. The Turks 
behaved with more honour than perhaps the 
action merited, for the fair traitress was espoused 
by the lover, for whom heaven had so evidently 
designed her. Abydos is in Asia, Sestos in 
Europe ; it was between these two places that 
the lover Leander lost his life while swimming 
across the Hellespont to his mistress Hero. 



ADAM. 

The history of 4ove and its consequences 
comteeoces with that of mankind; and the 
father of all men, in the whole of bis conduct^ 
shadowed out the fate of his descendants^ Ho 
yielded to passion, and all his posterity paya the 
forfdt. Placed in a delicious garden, he may 
taste of the fruit of every tree but one ; but he is 
a man> with a young and beautiful wifb, and 
young and beautiful wives almost invariably jpos-> 
sess influence. Beguiled by the principle Oi^ml 
under the form of a serpent — ^at least so say tho 
commentators, for the Bible speaks only of the 
serpent — Eve eats of the forbidden tree, and soon 
inauces Adam to follow her example. Nothing 
can be more pitiful and meagre than the eiccuse 
made by Adam, in the book of Genesis ; but 
poets and French eloquence fill up the liatus 
m the most interesting manner imaginable. 
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According to MiHon, Adam, seeing that hit wife 
ha8>vought destruction on herself, is determinrd 
to share her fate, be it what it may : 

HoweTer, I with thee have llxM 1117 lot. 
Certain td undergo' thte doon : if death 
Consort ^ith th^e^ death i« to .vie M.life; 
So forcible within my heart I feel 
The bond of nature draw me to my own ; 
My own in thee, for what thou art is mine ; 
Our «tate canaot be scver'd ; we are one, 
, One flesh ; to bseihee were to lose myself. 

Paradise Lost. 

The Frenoh mode of representing this affair is 
as follows: ''Adam resisted without difficulty 
the first solicitations of -£ve, and without doubl 
would have come off conqueror; but the ca- 
resses, the blandishments, and the importunities 
of a beloved wife, who grieves, despairs, and re- 
proaches him with' indiiference, are not to be 
resisted. Adam allows himself to be vanqnisbedy^ 
and eats the fatal fruit, and thereby forfeited, 
both for himself and his posterity, the glorious 
privileges with which he had been endowed on 
the condition. of one single and slight restraint.'*- 

The only advantage obtained &r Adam and 
Eve by partaking of the fruit of the tree of 
knowledge was, the- miserable one of finding oat 
that they were naked, — ^a remarkably happy 
typNB of the ultimate result of all knowledge, 
which usually terminates in a. discovery of uie 
extent of our ignorance. In this, as in all simi- 
lar instances, commentators have been very 
ingenious in respect to the mental state of Adam 
before and after they found themselves naked. 
« Thev bad hitherto,'^ says our French authority, 
''no knowledge, either speculative or ezperi- 



^ 



AOA»f. 43 

mental, of the reasons why modesty demanded 
that they should be covered. The fruit of which 
they had partaken, however, opened their ^yes, 
and excited in them emotions which inspired 
them with new notions of modesty and decorum." 
We need not be more particular, for the imagi- 
nations of commentators are occasionally more 
luxuriant than decorous, not to mention their 
extreme particularity. One notion however we 
must reject, for the honour both of the father 
and mother of mankind, we mean what is re- 
corded in a very ancient book, which relates 
.that Eve, exasperated by the obduracy of Adam, 
tore a stout branch from a tree, and by the aid 
thereof, very rapidly superinduced a notion of 
the' necessity of im[Hicit obedience. 
. Nothing can exceed the extravagant inven- 
ttons of the Jewish rabbms on the subject of 
Adam and Eve, none of which display a single 
ray either of fine imagination or general eood 
taste. Some of them assure us that Adam lived 
thirty years separate from his lawful wife in illicit 
connexion with a woman named lilith, whom 
he formed out of clay, and by whose assistance 
he engendered a very in>pious race. Eve, on her 
side, abandoned herself to the caresses of apos- 
tate angels, a mode of revenge which is by no' 
means unusual with her descendants. At length, 
after a slight separation of two hundred years, 
Adam receives a visit from the angel Gabriel, 
who, on the rational ground that neither could 
with much modesty reproach the other, pro- 
duced a reconciliation. We may remark by the 
way, that the angel Gkibriel has generally been 
£haiged with s^reeable commissions. 
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ADDISON* 

^ Daughter/' exclaims tlie Turkish saltan, 
when he marries one, as is sometimes the qase^ to 
a fayourite courtier, " I give thee this man for thy 
•lave.'^ This is not the exact form of words em- 
ployed on giving or taking husbands in Christen- 
aom ; but there is reason to believe that they are 
Tirtually understood by the female, even in mar- 
rii^s which are marked; by little or no di^arity 
of rank. However this may be, the celebrated 
Addison found it to be very decidedly the case, 
under circumstances in which the lady regarded 
the union on her part as a great conaescension. 
That eminent person is not the only tutor to a 
son ii4iQ has found his way to the good graces 
of the mother. We have heard of a moit reve* 
rend prelate (now no more) who reached the 
primacy principally in consequence of his disin- 
terestedness in declining the honourable over- 
tures of a dowager-duchess, which self-denial or 
want of ambition so obliged a powerful family, 
that under their auspices he finally reached the 
highest preferment of the church. In regard to 
the countess-dowager of Warwick, Addison, wha 
was tutor to the youne earl her son, cultivated his 
good fortune ; and on his increasing consequence 
in life, they were in the year 1716 married. 
The courtship on this occasion was long, bein|p 
conducted on the side of Addison with the difH- 
dence of one conscious of inferior rank; and he 
waa finally accepted in a manner accordant with 
the spirit in which he offered himself This 
should not have been the case with a man of sin- 
gular merit and genius, however inferior in other 
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adnaitages ; but by kis adTanceiaail the falloir- 
ing year to the poit of secretary of itate^ he mm 
placed, eren ia a worldly senie, on a footing of 
equality which should have maintained more 
dignity on the one side, and respect on the other. 
Yet the legends of the day assert that he was 
treated with extreme hauteur by his lady bride, 
who seemed to regard him more as her gentle- 
man usher than husband. The evil of absurd 
and causeless jealousy' was added to his other 
annoyances from this dame of quality, who, as the 
story goes, when he risited a tavem opposite to 
their abode, made him take his station at a win* 
dow within her sight, in order that she might be 
certain he was there. Iliese anecdotes, marking 
the frequent wayward experience of great men in 
domestic life, are not without their utility. Wo- 
man, like death, often leyels all distinction ; and 
there is no rank, however high or low, no intel- 
lect, however exalted or humble, which has not 
submitted to an influence derivable from sources 
and instincts against which genius is powerless 
and reason opposes itself in vain. 



ADRIAN. 

The emperor Adrian was one of those many 
successful adventurers in life who owe their good 
fortune to female influence, if not to love. Hia 
father, ^lis Adrianus Afen, of Italica in Spain, 
was, to be sure, cousin-german to the childless 
Trajan ; but it is recorded by all writers treating on 
the reign of that warlike emperor, that he was by 
no means partial to his kinsman, who owed hia 
advancement and high offices to the favour and 
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good graces of the empress Plotina. He gained 
the friendship of this princess so completely, and 
was protected by her so constantly, that, al- 
though a lady of great gravity and modesty, she 
was accused of being actuated by a criminsd pas- 
sion. Dion Cassius even proceeds so far as to 
positively assert it. The same author, on the 
authority of Apronian, his father, who was gover- 
nor of Cilicia, even states that the adoption of 
Adrian by her dying husband, on his return horn. 
the easty'was a managed business on the part of 
the empress. It is pretended that Plotina con- 
cealed the death of her husband for some days, 
and made some one imitate the languishing 
voice of a person at the last extremity declaring 
Adrian his successor ; and at the same time, in 
concert with Tatian, the act of adoption was 
forged, which secured him the empire. ** How 
difficult,^' says Bayle in allusion to this account, 
*' to confute a probable* slander. It is to the 
honour of Adrian that, to whatever motive he 
owed the good offices of Plotina, he ever treated 
her with the greatest attention while living,' 
and honoured her memory with the divine rights 
of Paganism when dead.^' 

It was by the direct advice and influence of 
Plotina that Adrian married Julia Sabina, the 

grand niece of Trajan ; which union connected 
im still more strongly in the estimation of the 
Romans with the succession which afterwards 
took place. The character of this lady was very 
indifferent ; and but for the general opinion that 
he owed the empire to his marriage, he would 
have put her away. Her infidelity was by no 
means unknown to him ; and in particular, while 
in Britain, a letter fell into his hands, written by 
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liis empress to a favoured loTer tben id the 
.Bihish army, in which she reproaches him with 
having^ forgotten her, and bemg captivated by 
the charms of some *' conceit^ beauty." It 
• amusingly enough happened, that the young man 
soon after requested leave of the emperor to 
-return to Rome on pressing business. — '' Cer- 
tainly/' replied Adrian ; ** lose no time, for the 
empress, my wife, impatiently expects you.** 
The Roman, perceiving, that the mtri^e was dis- 
covered, ' flea the .next night to Ireland. '< He 
need hot have been in so much fear," says Bran- 
tome, with genuine Gallic keeping ; '' as the em- 
peror himself often said, who was eternally hear- 
ing, of the unrestrained amours of his wife." 
- In the sequel Sabina paid for her imprudence 
very .dearly: Adrian not only treated her with 
great cbntmpt himself, but allowed others to do 
the same;, and, if some accounts be true, she 
ultimately died by poison. 



AGAMEMNON. 

The story of this early Grecian monarch 
being less intermixed with purely fabulous and 
incredible circumstances than that of the other 
heroes engaged in the Trojan war, it may not be 
discordant with the plan of this work to advert 
to adventures connected with the amatory pas- 
sion, some of which have furnished subjects of 
deep interest to the tragic muse. Agamemnon 
was the son or grandson of Atreus, whom he 
succeeded in the realms of Argos and Mycense, 
and on account of the comparative extent and. 
power of his dominions, was chosen generalissimo 
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of the confederate anny against Troy^ destiaed^ 
to revenge the abduction of the beauteous Hden ; 
which expedition, according to the chronology 
of Usher, commenced one thousand one hundred 
and eighty-four years before Christ It is an« 
aecessary to dwell on the manner in which 
Agamemnon deprived Achilles of his lovely cap- 
tive Briseis, as the grand plot of the Iliad is 
founded upon its consequences. When in con- 
sequence of the great services performed by 
Achilles, Agamemnon finally restored Briseis^ he 
swore by the great Jupiter, by the sun, and the in- 
fernal furies, that he had never laid hand opoa 
her, either as a lover or otherwise ; an oath to 
which Achilles paid very little attention, and 
which in truth the amorous character of Aga- 
memnon rendered extremely doubtful. How«- 
ever favourably the '* king of men" might carry 
on bis amatory affairs while commander of the 
great army, in which capacity he also obtained 
for a concubine the beautiful but ill-fated Cas- 
sandra, the prophetic daughter of Priam, — a very 
fatal doom was preparing for him in his own 
house. He had espoused Clytemnestra, the 
daughter of Tyndarus and Leda, and sister of 
Helen ; which princess during his absence had 
yielded to the gallantries of Egisthus, and on 
that account, dreading the return of her husband^ 
conspired with her lover for his destruction^ 
According to tradition, she had experienced an 
inveterate hatred towards Agamemnon ever 
since the sacrifice of their daughter Iphigenia 
to the goddess Diana at Aulis, in order to obtain 
a favourable wind. His return with Cassandra^ 
and a couple of children, the ofifspriog of hit 
amour with that princess, doubtless added iorcc^ 
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to tlie BiotiT«8 of Cl3rtemne8tra for the commis- 
«ion of the heiHOus crime which her own unpar- 
dooable conduct had rendered expedient, fie 
thi« as it may, Agamemnon was on his return 
assassinated by Egisthus : while riging from the 
bath, a garment, uie sleeves of which had been 
sew^ up, was presented to the ill-fated warrior; 
and while his arms were thus hampered he was 
miserably butchered, as his ghost afterwards de* 
scribed k, ^'like an ox at the manger,^ the savage 
Clytemnestra exulting in the deed. The iate of 
the high«ininded Electra, the daughter of Aga- 
m«nnon and Clytemnestra, and the sanguinary 
rerenge of her brother Orestes, gave a lo% and 
poetical finish to the history of the house of Aga- 
memnon, which has been admirably handled by 
.^schylus and Sophocles in the genuine spint 
of Ps^an fatalism, the mainspring of Grecian 
tragedy. 



AGNES SOREL. 

AoKES SoREL, or SoRELLE, who, according to 
a contemporary historian, was the '* fairest among 
the most fair, was born in 1407, at Fromen- 
teaux, a village of Touraine. She was the 
daughter of John Sorel, lord of St Geran and 
Goz^un; and having become famous for her 
beauty, Charles VII of France sought an oppor- 
tunity to judge for himself, and was immediately 
desperately enamoured. He nevertheless did 
not see her again until nearly two years after- 
wards« when she appeared at court in the suite 
of Isabella, wife of Ren6 of Anjou, titular king 
of Naples and Sicily, who came to implore the 
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succour of the lune to release her husband from 
the hands of the duke of Bur^ndy. From the 
service of Isabella she passed mto that of Mary 
the queen of Charles, whose original flame was 
thereby renewed with additional ardour; and 
Agues, as is usually the case when kings are 
wooers, did not long remain insensible to the de- 
voirs of a monarch, who offered to her ambition, 
her vanity, and her senses, allurements which 
united usually prove resistless. Her weakness 
ended with this compliance; for all accounts 
agree that she exerted her influence with g^eat 
discretion, and was sincerely anxious for the 
real glory of her royal lover, and the delivery of 
France from intestine divisions and foreign foes. 
To great personal graces Agnes united an ele- 
vated mind, superior talents, and a gay amenity 
of manner, in the highest degree attractive 
** Her complexion,'* says a grave historian of the 
period, ** displayed the blended tints of the lily 
and the rose. The vivacity of her bright eye 
was tempered by an air of the. most seducing- 
gentleness; her mouth seemed formed by the 
graces. Her stature was also fine, her deportment 
easy and spontaneous; and her conversation 
united the charms of wit and gaiety to solid 
sense and refined discrimination/' 

These attractions, in connexion with the mo« 
deration and good sense with which she exer- 
cised her influence, secured her such general 
esteem, that even the queen took no open um- 
brage at an attachment which became service- 
able both to the king and the kingdom. She 
would never for an instant allow the king's fond- 
ness for ber company to interfere with the obli-' 
Rations of his rank, and the act vity rendered 
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necessary by the unhappy ascendancy obtained 
in France by the English. Anxious to see her 
wliile the latter were besieging Orleans ; '' For- 
get me,^ she nobly wrote to him, " until you 
have vanquished your enemies." On anoUier 
occasion an astrologer was instracted by Charles 
to say to her, that either the stars were liars, or 
sbe would become the mistress of a great king. 
Agnes^ who detected the artifice, exclaimed wiSi 
a smile, '* If that be the case, sire, I request of 
your majesty to permit me to visit England, in 
order that I may fulfil my destiny ; as there is 
no reason to believe that the prediction regards . 
your: majesty, who scarcely retains a third part 
of your kingdom." Charles, who understood 
raillery, the 4)istorian adds, '^ took this retort 
Tery pleasantly, and, as the utterer of it in- 
tended, was piqued into extraordinary exertions." 
Brantome relates the same circumstance^ but 
adds that the king was moved by the severity of 
the observation • even to tears. All accounts 
hoilrever agree in the patriotic endeavours of 
Agnes to rouse the too voluptuous and indolent 
Charles into a due sense of the duties of his 
Bituation, and to stimulate him to those energetic 
efforts which at length proved successful : for 
which reason both poets and historians ask leave 
from strict morality to praise her disiaterested- 
ness, juagnanimity, and courage. ** It is thus," 
writes .Fontenelle, '^ that France is obliged to 
hoe; our national gallantry to the sex ought 
therefore to be considered only as gratitude.^ 
Charles V 11 at least owed his final success to 
woman ; for while Agnes employed her power 
to make him worthy of a recovered throne, Joan 
of Arc successfully fought his battled. 



62 ILLUSTRATIONS OP LOVE. 

The Flinch historians, Gagmer md YariUsity 
assert that the unamiable and unnaturi^l dau- 
phin, afterwards the politic but hateful Louis XI, 
was an enemy to Agnes ; and they add, that he was 
even banished for an insult which he offered to 
her. According to others, however, he was sent 
away for causing the assassination of a gentle^ 
man who had offended him. Agnes, it is added, 
after the unhappy dispute with the dauphin, idbo 
was jealous of ner influence with his father, and 
even dared to strike her, retired to the castle of 
Loches in Touraine, and did not appear at court 
for five years. Her power over Charles waa not 
however diminished by this voluntary eiile; and 
he created her countess. of Penthievre and lady 
of Beaut^ sur Mame. At length the queen ber"* 
self requested her to return to Paris, whence she 
proceeded to Jumieges, where Charles was en* 
gaged in the conquest and reduction of Nor* 
mandy, in order to ^ive him intelligence of a 
conspiracy against his person. This joumc^y 
proved fatal to Agnes; for, being seissed with a 
dysentery, she expired in the abbey of Jumi^;es, 
on the 9Ui of February 1449, in the fortieth year 
of her age. By several writers of the time her 
death was attributed to poison, on a suspicion 
founded more on the character of the dauphin 
than on any direct evidence. She was tenderly 
and passionately lamented by Charles, , who 
erected a tomb of black marble to her in the col- 
legiate church of Loches, on which reposed her 
effigies in white marble, while angels appear sap- 

KrUng her pillow, and two lambs reposing at 
r feet 

The tomb of Agnes was strewed with poetical 
blossoms by the poets of Francei and even 



AGNB9 SOBEL. 53 

Louis XI showed no disiespeet to her memory. 

On his ascending the throne, the canons of Loches^ 
with a servile desire of courting favour, notwith- 
standing her liberality to their church, proposed 
to him to destroy her mausoleum. Louis sar« 
castically I'eplied, that he had no objection, pro* 
vided they would restore the gifts with which she 
had endowed them. He concluded with re- 
proaching them with their ingratitude, and not 
only ordered them to fulfil her injunctions, but 
added six thousand livres himself to the donation 
which she had originally made. 

Nothing can better prove the general convic* 
tion of the French nation of the favourable influ* 
ence of Agnes over the spirit of her lover, than 
the. fact that Francis I, who lived not more than 
half a century after her, honoured her memory 
with the following quatrain, which everybody in 
these days will regard as mere truisms the com- 
pliment was higher when it was paid :— 

Gentille Agntn ! plus ti'honneur tn m^rite, 
La cause 6tant de France recouTrer, ^ 
Que ce que peut dans un clottre ouTrir 
Clause nonain, ou bien devote hennite. 

Thus Latinized : 

LiHa dnm senras, plus, Agnes pulchra, mereris 
Quam castus frater, quamye pudica soror. 

France by thy charms again made free. 
The praise, fair Agnes, due to thee 
Exceeds what cloistered nun can claim, 
Or hermit pure, of saintly fame. 

The poet Alain Chartier says — ^what will not 
poets s^y ? — that the loves of Agnes Sorel and 
Charles VII were purely platonic ; a somewhat 
forcible proof to the contrary is afforded by the 
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fact that she had three daughters by that piince, 
all of whom were married to men of quality! 
The melancholy fate of Charlotte, the eldest, 
who inherited ner mother's beauty, and was 
united to Jaqnes de Breze, count de Maulevrier, 
we shall have to record in another part of this 
collection. These girls, whom the king publicly 
owned, were stiled Jilles de France: and with 
Jane, the youngest, who married the count de 
Sancerre, Louis XI gave a portion of forty thou- 
sand crowns. 

It is unpleasant to record that, during the 
French revolution, Pacholle, one of the Vandals 
of the day, a deputy of the Lower Seine, passing 
through Loches, mutilated the effigies of Agnes 
Sorel, and destroyed her funeral monument; 
which, if it assisted to keep alive a recollection 
of the weakness of this charming woman, also 
called to mind her numerous graces, her disinte- 
rested magnanimity, and the services which she 
rendered to her lover and her country. 



AGNES (EMPRESS). \ 

We simply notice this princess, who was the 
wife of the emperor Henry II, in order to record 
an instance of her pious curiosity^. Agnes, says 
Le Mothe le Vayer, employed a bishop to put 
to the celebrated casuist, reter Damianus, the 
following pleasant question : '* Utrum liceret ho- 
mini suter ipsum debite naturalis egerium, ali- 
quid Fuminare psalmorum?" To generalize the 
same in English : ** Whether it was lawful to ru- 
minate devotionally in the marriage-bed?" We 
learn from Baronius that it was decided in the 
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'affinnative, upon the authority of Pani, in his 
first epistle to Timothy, which says that God 
may be prayed to everywhere, very panctili- 

- ooSy her imperial majesty Agnes, on the accurate 
V boundaries of clashing auties I 



AGNIUS. 

The northern chronicles relate the death of 
Agnius, an early king or i^ieftain of the Sinones, 
in terms which exceedingly remind us of the 
assassination of Holofernes by Judith. Finding 
the Finns' in a state of anarchy and disorder 
among themselves, Agnius, like more enlightened 
warriors and politicians, thought it a fit oppor- 
tunity to acquire the dominibn of their country, 
and by the means of a strong and ably con- 
ducted expedition completely succeeded. 

In order to prevent a revolt, die conqueror 
required hostages, and among others, Schialvia, 
only daughter of Frothen, one of the most power- 
ful chieftains of the province, a female of exqui- 
site beauty. Her charms immediately secured 
the heart of Agnius; and as marriage ceremonies 
among these people were short and simple, he 
no sooner arrived at the port of Stockholm, 
than he caused a tent to be erected under a tree, 
in order to solemnize his marriage with Schialvia. 
In the usual style of northern festivity, the king 
made a sumptuous feast on the occasion, at 
idiich he and all his nobles indulged until com- 
pletely intoidcated. Left alone with his bride in 
this state, the indigpiant Schialvia, who had been 
torn firom her country against her will, contrived 
to hang him to the branches of the tree under 
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which the tent was erected/and then made luer 
escape with a view of getting back to Finland, 
which she safely reached, favoured ' by many 
hours' unpursued flight, in consequence of the 
courtiers having imitated the excess of their 
leader, and being otherwise unwilling hastily to 
interrupt his nuptial felicity. Agnius was buried 
where he met with his singular death, anno 192, 
being part of the site of the present town of 
Stockholm. 



ALBERT OF BAVARIA. 

It is often found that beautiful, quick-witted 
women, of humble origin and defective educa*- 
tion, inspire men of rank, and even men of 
genius, with the most strong and ardent passion. 
This may partly arise from their more attentive 
observation of the. humour and inclination of 
their captives in the first instance, and possibly 
also from the sort of freedom acquired by the 
less degree of delicacy and artificial constraint 
to which they are subjected by habit and the 
refinements of polished society. Education 
e£Pects less for woman, merely as woman^ than 
for man: in her pure sexual capacity, the 
prompt and native suggestion of a mind of 
strong natural power will effect far more than 
the bashful minauderies and affectations of mors 
cultivated coquetry, or even than the blushing 
modesty in many respects so beautiful. It 
more quickly perceives its advantages, and m(»e 
directly marches to its object; and there is a 
strong disposition, especially in men of a cer* 
tain clas^, to be spared the necessity of cere- 
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flAoaioiift gallantry^ and intelketaal refinement in 
their amatory intercourse. Dispensing with these, 
all the rest that is essentially feminine is before 
them ; and they are more pleased by the absence 
of restraint mua. annoyed by that of artificial 
decomm. In regard to female artifice and de* 
ai|^9 they gain nothing; for in cunning and 
close observation women of this class, and in- 
deed all uneducated people of good natural 
parts, rather ^ceed the rest of the world. Thus, 
if able duly to. disguise their selfishness for a 
season, these lowly handmaidens often acquire 
the most extraordinary ascendancy, and are 
much disposed too to display it in its extreme, 
when conscious that their mffuenca is no longer 
resistible. Numerous instances may be selected 
from history, in illustration of the foregoing 
tnttihs; and among others is diat of the indi* 
tidital whose name heads the present article. 

Albert III was the 'son of Ernest, duke of 
Bayaria and of Munich. This prince, in early 
manhood, with all the vivacity of youth, indulged 
an ardent passion {qt Anno' Bernareme, the 
daughter of a baiter of Augsburgh, Duke Er- 
neat, informed of this humble attachment, mar- 
ried his son to Elizabeth of Wirtemberg, hoping 
that a young and amiable wife would break off 
the improper connexion. He was mistaken; 
Albert was only the more infatuated by his mis- 
tress, and disregarded all the innocent caresses 
and attempts of Elizabeth to acquire a place in 
his heart; a neglect which so afflicted that prin- 
cess, that she gave way to a melancholy which 
affected her heallli, and ultimately terminated 
her existence in the flower of her days. 

Careless of the loss of a consort whom he 
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had neret loved, and whose declinmg health 
formed a silent but most sensible reproach, the 
prince gave way to his passion for his g^y and ^ 
beautiful mistress with more importmi% than 
ever. At length, he was so inratiiated as 
determine to marry her; and among her inti-^ 
mates the ambitious woman at once assumed 
the title of duchess of Bavaria; and the manner 
in which she promised, under the pledge of 
secrecy, gifts and favours to those who would ad* 
vance the marriage, was the means of preventing 
it. Some of her confidants betrayed the design 
of his son to duke Ernest, who, finding all his 
remonstrances unattended to, repaired secretly to 
the neighbourhood of Straubing, where Anna 
then resided; and, getting her into his power, 
he had her thrown into the Danube. The fury 
of Albert was extreme, and he even, threatened 
the life of his father, but was gradually induced 
to agree to a reconciliation, and afterwards mar- 
riied'Anne of Brunswick. This prince died in 
1460. 

The^summary proceeding of duke Ernest was 
truly German, and reminds us of the pleasant 
deportment of the father of Frederick the Giteat 
in respect to the mistress of that celebrated 
prince. Ali Pacha also settled similar embar- 
rassments in the same way. The wife of one of 
his sons complaining that her husband was at- 
tracted by some beautiful women in Joanina, 
Ali had them put in sacks, and thrown without 
ceremony into the sea. Good wits jump. 
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AlBOIN. 

Ths cftprices and excesses of barbarians sel- 
dom form subjects of pleasant contempladoQ ; 
bat an attention to them is tioyf and then amns* 
ingy in consequence of an occasional exhibition 
of the striking and picturesque, and sometimes 
as being illustrative of the operation of similar 
strong pasnons in different forms and stages of 
society. Tlie fate of Alboin, the most eminent 
of the barbarous kings of the Lombards, will 
find a place here for both these reasons. This 
warlike barbarian was the son of Audoin, who 
reigned in Pannonia. While serving under his 
fisither, he slew in battle a son of Turisund, king 
of the G^pidee. It was then the custom that a 
chieftain's son should not be permitted to sit 
down to table with his father, until he had been 
solemnly invested with arms by a foreign sove- 
reign. In search of this honour, Alboin ven- 
tured to visit the court of Turisund himself, ac- 
companied 'by forty companions; and there, not- 
withstanding the feelings of a father towards the 
slayer of his son, he was honourably treated, 
ana received the military decoration which he 
requested in the bloody arms of the very youth 
whom he had slain. 

On his succession to his father's crown, he 
asked in marriage Rosamond, the beautiful 
daughter of Cunimund, another son of Turisund ; 
and meeting with a re^sal, he endeavoured, at 
first unsuccessfully, to obtain her by force of arms.- 
In a subsequent campaign, aided by the Avars, 
he utterly overthrew the kingdom of the Gepidse, 
and slew Cunimund with his owa hand, whose 
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skull he caused to be fashioned into a drinking 
cup. This catastrophe happened in tihe year 
566 ; and Rosamond being thereby thrown into 
the possession of Alboin, he made her his indie* 

It is not in the spirit of this undertaking to 
detail the conquest of Italy by this leader, 
which immediately followed, nor his occupation, 
without a single battle, of all the fertile part of 
Italy from Trent as far as the gates of Rome 
and Ravenna. Pavia alone resisted, and en« 
dured a three years* siege ; and when at leng^ 
taken, the barbarous conqueror was prevented 
from fulfilling a vow which he had made to 
massacre the whole of the. inhabitants, by the 
superstitious omen of a fall from his horse. In 
this city he fixed his seat and empire, and it 
remained for some ag^s the capital of the Lom- 
bard kingdom. 

Alboin did not long enjoy his splendid acqui- 
sition, and it remained for love and vengeance 
to effect his overthrow. At a feast which he 
gave to his companions in the palace of Verona, 
he was induced by intoxication and native 
brutality, to send to his queen Rosamond the 
cup, formed out of her father's skull, filled 
with wine. How frequently have insults led to 
consummations of revenge, which injuries alone 
might never have excited ! Such was the result 
in the present instance ; Rosamond placed the 
cup to her lips. with a bitter smile, and in the 
recesses of her heart the fate of Alboin was de- 
termined upon. She had previously engaged in 
a criminal correspondence with Heimichiid, the 
king's armour-bearer; and she profited by the 
ascendancy she had acquired over this officer to 
Induce him to join in her scheme of vengeance. 
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The latter however feared to attack so formida- 
ble a warrior withoat farther aid, and recom* 
mended her to induce Peredeus, the farourite of 
i^Alboin, to join in the intended assassination. 
The means taken by Rosamond to induce his 
acquiescence were highly characteristic of the 
woman. Her first overtures having been coolly 
* received, and aware that Peredeus was intimately 
connected with a lady in her suite, she substi- 
tuted herself for this female in a nocturnal as- 
k signation, and then informing the mistaken lover 
^ who she was, ** Choose,'* she exclaimed, ^^ whe- 
ther thou wilt kill or be killed. If thou allowest 
i Alboin to escape my vengeance, thou shalt not 
escape his.^ Of &ese alternatives, Peredeus 
decided in fhvour of the first; and accordingly, 
when Alboin heavy with wine had retired to re- 
V pose, his queen called in the conspirators. On 
; 'die first alarm he flew to his sword, but Rosamond 
had fastened it in the scabbard ; he however de- 
fended himself some time with a stool, but was 
at length dispatched by the assassins. This 
event happened in the year 573. Alboin left a 
daughter by Rosamond, but his vacant throne 
was filled by election. 
^ The fate of Rosamond and her paramour was 
in strict keeping with the events already related. 
Having essayed in vain to induce the Lombards 
to place the crown of Lombardy on the head of 
her lover, she fled with him, Peredeus, and all 
the treasures of the king, to Ravenna, Where she 
married Helmichild. Ravenna was at that time 
^vgonremed by an officer called an exarch, ap- 
pointed by the emperor Justin, whose name was 
Larginus. This commander, smitten with the 
K beauty of Rosamond, and probably quite as 
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much by her ill-gotten riches, sought her good 
gpraces, and promising her marris^ in the event 
of widowhood, gradually persuaded her to get 
quit of a husband whom she had only taken ia^ 
the way of convenience. Inconstancy, and the' 
desire of sharing in the power of her new lover, 
soon induced a woman to comply, who it has 
been seen was not very scrupulous in the indul<* 
gence of her passions. She accordingly took | 
the opportunity when her new husband came 1 
out of the bath, to present him with a refreshing d 
cup, usual on such occasions, in which she had' 
mingled a mortal, poison. The effect was so 
sudden, that Helmichild$ aware of the character of 
his wife, was satis6ed of the truth before the cnp I 
was empty. Drawing his sword, he made her 1 
instantly drink the remainder ; and in a short j 
time both the one and the other were no' more. > 
The treasures of Rosamond, with her daughter \ 
by Alboin, were then sent by the exarch Lon- < 
gmus to Constantinople : and thus ends this ex- 
traordinary but well-authenticated story of love, i 
revenge, and assassination. 



ALCIBIADES. 

This gifted Athenian may possibly be regarded 
as the most accomplished rake of all antiquity* g 
It might seem, says an historian, that nature, m | 
forming Alcibiades, was willing to find out the j 
extent of her capability, and to exhibit m one * 
individual a person who was to be surpassed 
neither in virtues nor vices. A philosopher, % 
voluptuary, a warrior, and a gallant at Athens 
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sober at Sparta; magnificent at the conrt of 
Tissaphemes; wise in the school of Socrates; and 
a hero at the head of an army. It is not^ how- 
ever, to the general character or life of diis great 
man^ that we are called upon to allude here, but 
to those special qualities and accomplishments 
which rendered him. so acceptable to the other 
sex. . Favoured by a person which was equally 
attractive in childhood, in youth, and in manly 
maturity, he joined thereto an address the most 
captivating, a spirit the most commanding, and 
that ability to step backwards and forwards from' 
pleasure to business, and from business to plea- 
sure, which operates infinitely more upon the 
hearty understanding, and unaginatipn of women, 
than a total devotion to themselves. Helen was 
not perfectly satisfied with the handsome Paris 
for this very reason ; and the. truth hsui been fully 
proved by modem instances innumerable. 

Thus uvoured in person and mind, the suc- 
cess of Alcibiades in a£Pairs of love is not sur- 
prising. An adventure with his wife is even 
characteristic of the sort of men who are gifted 
to make their way with women. . His consort 
Hipparata, the danehter of Hipponicus, was a 
lady of distinguished virtue. Devotedly attached 
to her husband, she was unable to endure his 
numerous gallantries with other females, and 
quitting, his house., retired to that of her brother 
Callias. It was. necessary, however, on the part 
of an Athenian wife who quitted her husband, to 
lodge a letter of divorce in the hands of the 
archon ; and likewise to present it in person. 
In compliance with this law, Hipparata appeared 
before that magistrate, where Alcibiades found 
her ; and boldly clasping her round the waist, ha 
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bore her off amidst ihe assembled spectators, a»d 
carried her home, without an individual bein^ 
hardy enough to oppose him. This lady died' 
young. 

When his irreligious frolics with the statues of 
Mercury had banished him the r6publie--^n ex* 
plotl not. much unlike that of a Eoue of modera 
times— he repaired to Sparta, where, with all the 
suppleness of his character, he at once assumed 
the ten^>erataand frugal life of the people among 
whom he was a guest* His talent for gallantry 
was however rapidly displayed in the seduction- 
of Timea, the wife of ^gis, king of Sparta. This 
intrigue produced some striking political conse* 
quences ; for the birth of a boy, of which this 
queen was soon after delivered, was rendered 
doubtful by the suspicions entertained of his 
moUier's conduct. It is even asserted that Alci- 
blades was ungenerous enough openly to declare 
that he had paid court to Timea, only to give a 
future king to Sparta. However tms may be, 
the celebrated Agesilaus found means to set 
aside the youth, who was called Leotychides, on 
this account, and to mount the throne ki his 
place* Part of the testimony which he produced 
to sanction this supercession, went to prove that 
Timea called her iniieint Alcibiades among her 
confidential women. If true, that both the ina- 
moratos were thus imprudent, neither of them 
bad much right to complain of the future £sa- 
greeable consequences. 

Alcibiades, who completely filled up the cha- 
racter of a libertine on a grand scale, was seldom 
unprovided with an establishment of courtezans. 
He was attended by one of these at the time 
of his base assassination by the soldiers of the 
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satrap Phamabazus; and this was Timandra, 
tha mother of the far*iiEuiied Corinthian courte- 
san Lais. She behaved in a manner that might 
have done honour to a higher character: she 
performed his funeral obsequies as magnificently 
^s her circomstances would allow, and had him 
buried in the town of Melissa; where long after* 
wards the' emperor Adrian caused a marble 
statue to be erected to his memory, and ordered 
a bull to be annually sacrificed at his tomb. His 
death happened in his fortieth year, B.C. 403. 



ALEXANDER THE GREAT. 

LoYE was altogether subordinate to glory in 
the estimation of Alexander the Grreat, who 
evinced during his youth so much coldness to- 
wards the sex, that his mother Olympias was 
uneasy at it, as unseasonable and unnatural. 
His future history proves that there was no 
absolute necessity for the maternal fears of the 
good queen; but whatever the eastern license 
which he afterwards assumed in regard to wives 
and concubines, there is no evidence to conclude 
that he was in any very decided degree devoted 
to women. His complaisance to* Thais, the 
mistress of Ptolemy Lagus, which led to the 
brutal burning of Persepolis, was rather a 6ac« 
chanalian frolic than a tribute to love. The 
first female who impressed him with an admira- 
tion which kd to any consequences, according 
to Plutarch, was Barsma, the widow of Memnon, 
and daughter of Artabaces, of the blood royal 
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of Persia. Tke charms of hb beautiful wife 
Rosana, the daughter of the Sogdian prince 
OxyarteSy whom he formally espoused, also 
made a strong impression upon him; but his 
marriages with Statira, the daughter of Darius^ 
and with Parysatis, the daugnter of Octius, 
seem to hare been political alliances with the 
royal family of Persia, in order to conciliate 
Ids new subjects, being accompanied with similar 
marriages between all his principal officers and 
Persian ladies of high rank. An affair ^ of a 
different nature indeed is mentioned with an 
Indian queen Cleophis, whom he conquered, and 
restored to her throne, after an amour in which 
she became pregnant of a son, who reigned after 
her. His resignation of Campaspe to Apelles^ 
imd one or two similar instances of a generous 
conquest over his amatory inclinations, rather 
favour than oppose the notion of the secondary 
influence of the passion of love in the bosom 
of Alexander. He was, in fact, too great a 
votary both to Mars and Bacchus, to be a very 
decided one to Venus, and Cupid. 

It was the indiscretion of love which betrayed 
to Alexander the conspiracy against him, headed 
by Philotas, the son of Parmenio. Strongly 
attached to a young female captive, the impru* 
dent lover would frequently expatiate before her 
on the obligations of Alexander to Parmenio 
and himself, by whose aid he contended that the 
boy chiefly reigned^ These foolish bravadoes 
with significant hints of further intentions, being 
told by the faithless mistress to others, at length 
ceached Alexander himself. He examined the 
woman personally, who at once without remorse 
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betrayed her lover ; and he was executed ; neither 
did PanneniOy notwithstanding all his great ser* 
Ticesy escape. 

Alexander left sons by both his Asiatic wires ; 
but being infants, they were little thought of by 
the Greek leaders, who divided his dominions 
among themselves. 



ALFIERL 

The autobiography of the celebrated Victor 
Alfien contains some remarkable details in illus* 
tration of the operations of the tender passion 
upon a man of warm temperament and original 
genius. Alfieri, in many respects the Byron of 
Italy, was born at Asti in Piedmont, in 1747; 
He was the only son of a Piedmontese noble- 
man, of ancient lineage and respectable fortune, 
and was left to the guardianship of a widowed 
mother at an early age. Although, unlike the 
surviving parent of lord Byron, that of Alfieri 
soon married again, her second union seems to 
have produced little effect in regard to the edu- 
cation of her son, who, although placed in the 
usual course of classical and other acquirements, 
was with little interruption allowed to form his 
own character and habits. The general career 
of this energetic and eccentric genius, in the 
pursuit of novelty and pleasure, until he finally 
terminated in the poet and tragic dramatist, it is 
not the province of this work to detail. It is 
sufficient to observe, that he was as wayward 
and impulsive as Childe Harold himself; as 
great a lover of the world's admiration, while 
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fifiectjng to despise it; and though an avowed 
votary of freedom, aristocratic in temper and 
habits to an extreme degree. A still more early 
independence of control assisted the resem- 
blance ; and although in various particulars the 
parallel will fail, sufficient will exist to prove 
that these two noble poets may be classed under 
the same famUy of human character, in regard 
to their leading pre-dispositions ; which original 
bias was in a very similar way developed by 
kindred circumstances of birth, education, and 
fortune. 

Whoever has perused the interesting, little 
poem . of lord Byron called ^ The Dream,' and 
IS otherwise aware of his early attachment ta 
Miss C — , will be amused with the following 
sketch, by Alfieri, of the dawn of similar feelings 
at about the same age of eighteen : — 

^^ Having gone to spend a month in the coun- 
try with hpr brothers, who were my particular 
friends and associates in my riding excursions, 
I for the first time felt, in the most unequivocal 
manner, the influence of the tender passion. 
I became smitten with their sister-in-law, the 
wife of their elder brother, a young, vivacious, 
and enchanting brunette. In consequence of 
this attachment, I fell into a profound melan- 
choly; became restless whether in her presence 
or when absent from her, and so embarrassed as 
to prevent me uttering a single syllable^ if I 
casually met her at a little distance from her 
brother-inrlaw, who seldom quitted her. After 
our return from the country, I 4pent whole days 
in the public walks, and in going from one street 
to another, that I might hav^ th^ pleasure of 
beholding her. What snperadded to my suffer- 
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mg, was the impossibility of speaking of her, 
or of even hearing her name pronounced. In 
fine, I became a victim to all the feelings which 
Petrarch has so inimitably depicted in some of 
his pieces — feelings which few can comprehend, 
and fewer still ever experience. This first at- 
tachment, which never prodoced any serious 
consequences, is not even now wholly extin- 
guished in my mind. During my unceasing 
travels for a succession of years it has uniformly 
continued, without any act of volition or even 
perception dn my part, to haunt my imagination 
and pursue my steps, it seemed like a voice 
crying from the inmost recesses of my heart—- 
If thou provest thyself worthy, thou mayest ren- 
der thyself acceptable in the sight of that female ; 
and should circumstances change, thou mayest 
yet embody what has hitherto been only a 
shadow.'^ 

Alfieri soon after departs on his travels, and 
visits England and Holland. At the Hague he 
again falls in love with a married lady, a pre- 
dicament which, such is the force of coQtiqental 
and especially Italian habits, never extorts a 
remark of any kind. Let him however again 
speak for himself, if only duly to exhibit the 
species of lover, and how intimately in some 
constitutions the development of mind and 
genius is almost exclusively connected with the 
more instinctive -physical impulses : — 

** During my stay at the Hague, I fell into 
the^snares which love had so often spread in 
vain to entrap me. It was a young, married, 
beautiful, and highly-accomplished female, wha 
inspired me with this attachment. I became so 
violently enamoured, that I determined not to 
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quit the Hagae, being folly persuaded that it 
would be utterly impossible to enjoy liie without 
her society. While thus assailed with the shafts 
of love, my heart was not insensible to the sooth- 
ing influence of friendship. 

'^ The name of my new friend was Joseph 
d'Acunha, the Portuguese envoy at the Hague* 
In him were united, to much originality of cha-» 
racter, a well-informed mind and general elera* 
tion of sentiment. A mutual taciturnity, apd 
sympadiy of character, insensibly operated to 
unite us in the bonds of friendship, which union 
was still further cemented by reciproctal candour 
and fi'ankness. I incessantly spoke 6f my mis- 
tress to my friend, and of my friend to my mistress* 
I drank deep draughts from the fountain of plea» 
sure, to which I had hidierto been n stranger, but 
of which my heart felt a confused want The 
excellent advice given me by my worthy friend 
will never be erased from my memory. He it 
was who first made me blush at my indolent and 
absurd mode of life, at my dislike to reading, 
and at my utter want of acquaintance with th^ 
works of our best authors in prose and verse, as 
well as with the productions of our most cele* 
brated philosophers. He mentioned, in partieulary 
the immortal Machiavel, whom I knew only by 
name. Biassed by the prejudices of fducadoa, 
we too readily grve credit to the caltlfnnies pro- 
pagated by his detractors, who have frequently 
neither read nor comprehended him. What 
seemed to me then very eztraordiniairy wasj that 
a desire for study never took possession of my 
mind, nor did my idea» begin to unfold them- 
selves, till I became occupied with the passion 
of lore. This passion^at once deprived me of 
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tiie BueMM cf «|^lviiig myielf, and ttiiiMbttd 
me to pcooeed. Itferer did I find mysrif in a 
more s«iteble ftate for tiie composition of any 
Uterary work, tftan when I was actuated with iiit 
desire of pvesentin^ my |>rodnctioD8 to ber who 
inmred me with this omnipotent passion.** 

The httsband of this lady purchases a baronial 
domam in Switzerland, where she is obfiged to 
join him. Alfieri thus describes his conduct on 
this occasion :•*- 

'^ I should never obtain credit, were I to recount 
all the follies which I committed on this occasion. 
While, howeyer, I implored death to come to my 
aid, I said not a word to any one. I feigned 
sickness, in order to induce my friend to leave 
me to myself; and called in a surgeon, who 
took away some blood from my arm. No sooner 
had he quitted my chamber, than I pretended to 
fall asleep, and, closing my bed-curtains, mused 
for a few minutes on what I should do. I then 
loosened the bandage of my arm, that I might 
die by loss of blood ; but my faithful and intelli- 
gent Elias had seen my frenzy, and been in- 
structed to watch my conduct narrowly. With 
this view, pretending to believe that I had called 
him, he approached my bedside, and suddenly 
opened the curtains. Equally surprised and 
abashed, and perhaps at the same time even 
repenting of my folly, or at least not fully deter- 
mined in my resolution, I told him that the 
bandage round my arm had become loose. 
Feigning to believe me, he replaced it, but never 
again left me to myself. As soon as my friend 
was informed by him of my situation, he had me 
immediately conveyed to his house, where I 
remained for.seversd days, during which he never 



72 ILLUSTRATIONS OP LOVE. 

left me alone. I became dull and pensive ; but 
whether from shame or diffidence, I concealed 
my inward grief. The influence of time, how- 
ever ; the sage counsels of my friend ; the various 
amusements in which he compelled me to parti- 
cipate ; a ray of hope that I should again behold 
the mistress of my heart on her return to Hol- 
land; but above all, the volatility of temper 
natural to nineteen, — ^tended greatly to assuage 
my sorrow; and I formed the resolution of return- 
ing to Italy.*' 

The next attachment of our impetuous inamo- 
rato was to a lady of quality in England, to 
which country he paid a second visit in 1770. 
His amour with this Messalina of rank was de- 
tected by the husband, in consequence of the 
information of a domestic. The latter, on this 
disclosure, called on Alfieri; they proceeded, 
to the Green Park, and fought with swords, in 
which rencontre the gallant was slightly wounded. 
With his usual headlong fervor, he rather rejoiced 
at the discovery than otherwise, because a divorce 
* would give his mistress to him entirely. The 
sequel of this story is so characteristic on the part 
of Alfieri and the EngHsh husband, and farcical 
in other respects, that a further extract or two 
will be welcome: — 

*' Although it appeared to me that the divorce 
would terminate our misfortunes; though the 
father of the lady, whom I had known for two 
years, called to congratulate, his daughter on 
having now made a choice, he was pleased to 
say, t^at would be worthy of her ; notwithstand- 
ing all these favourable appearances, 1 conceived 
that I could discern on the beautiful fisee of my 
mistress a cloud which presaged a new calamity. 
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She wept without ceasmg^, and protested every 
moment that she loved me beyond expression. 
She assured me that the publicity of tins afiair, 
and the dishonour with which she was loaded, 
would be amply compensated by the happiness of 
living always with me ; but she added, that she 
was certain I would never espouse her. The 
obstinacy with which she persevered b repeating 
these words almost drove me to distraction ; and 
this harassing perplexity destroyed all the plea- 
sure I felt in seeing her every hour of the day 
without restraint. The process, which was 
already commenced, also added to my disquiet, 
•as it gave publiciw to the whole a£Eair, — ^a consi- 
deration necessariW repugnant to the feelings of 
every one not wholly destitute of shame. 
'•■ *^ Hence it may be readily conjectured what 
anxiety I suffered during the interval between 
Wednesday and Friday. On the morning of the 
last-mentioned day, I again implored my mis- 
tress to unfold the cause of her sorrow and 
sadness, and to explain what to me appeared 
enigmatical in her discourse. After a long 
preamble, occasionally interrupted by sobs and 
liears, she at length said, that she was unworthy 
of me, and that circumstances rendered our 
union impossible. Previous to her attachment 
to me she had loved 

^* Who? I exclaimed with the most impetuous 
vehemence. 

^' The groom who was in her husband's ser- 
vice ! — Such was the substance of her stammering 
answer. My brain was on fire. * Why tell me, 
cruel woman! It would have been better to 
assassinate me.' On recovenng her speech, she 
by degrees made the shameful avowal of her dis- 
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graceftil amours, the detaib of wfaiek fflkd mj 
aonl with horror. 

" My worthy precursor was at this ipecy moment 
la her husband's service. It was he who had 
watched the conduct of his mistressi and informed 
his master o€ out intercourse. Nay farther, 
when acquainted that the latter had been engaged 
with me in a dmd, he sought an audieaeey and 
made a full cois^cssion of his amour^ which had 
been curried on for three years. He conduded 
by earnestly entreating his master to consider 
the loss of such a woman as< rather a blessing 
than a curse. These eircumstaaeea I leamei 
afterwards; she herself onlrrekted to me the 
simfple kuctf blending k with details is order to 
palliate her own conmcL Langua^ is akoge^ 
ther inadequate to expiess the emotioiifr of grieT 
and rage witk whicli I wa» agitated. The feel* 
ings of my laoecatied heart were ▼ented by tump 
in groans and hmentadons ; but I stiH fenl tlmt I 
loved her to distraction. Even now, a^ter a lapse 
of twenty years, when I reflect on what I thei^ 
suffered, my blood boils in my veins. 

*M at length quitted her, after saying that she 
was perfeetly correct in supposing that I would 
never espouse her ; that if chance had after our 
union unveiled tome such infamous conduct, I 
would have killed her with my own hand ; and 
that I should have destroyed myself at the same 
time, if I had loved with equal ardour as I did at 
that moment. I added, that she was less to' me 
an object of contempt, from having bad the can- 
dour and energy of mind to acknowledge her 
guilt ; that I would ever be her friend, and never 
abandon her ; that if she chose, I would remove 
with her to some remote corner of Europe or 



A«iefica» «ad there spead my dafe wiA her, en 
eonditioB, hoverer, that die new aeewned 4be 
tiOe of mj wife.'' 

Oar poor kwer, however, no sooner gets home, 
Ihaa he eacounters a daily paper, in which he 
reads a long account of the eoofession of lim 
fiivoiiied groom to his master, and erery kind of 
partknlar. made pablie in such a manner as to 
convince him that the candour and energy die* 
played in the confession of his mistress was 
confined to the &ct of avowing in the evening 
what had been pul^ished in the newspaper of 
tiie morning. Alfieri is quite himself on this 
cecaaion:-*- 

'* I flew (he next morning to her house, and 
9&Bt loading her with the most abusive imd eon* 
tonptmous epithets, intermingled with expresaioos 
of ardent love^ tenderness, and sorrow, I departed, 
rowing that I would never see her more, though 
hi less than an hour I again returned and speat 
the whde day with her. IwentbackontbefolloW'* 
ing and every succeeding day, till she resolved to 
quit London, and return to a convent in France. 
I accompanied her on a tour through several 
counti^ of England, to protract the moment of 
our eepaiation ; but at length, seizing a moment 
when shame and irritation triumfdied over love, 
I li^ her at Rochester, whence she proceeded to 
France by way of Dover, while I returned to 
London.'' 

On his return to town, A\&en found the pro- 
oess of divorce still pending, the husband having 
ehosea to bring him £:>rward in preference to the 
gr^om. To tfaos huaband he however does great 
justice: — 

I cannot sufficiently extol his coaduct : he 



tt 



76 ILLUSTRATIONS OF LOVE. 

neither wished to kill me when I was in hh 
power, nor yet sought to extort from me the 
damage^ usually allowed by the law in such cases, 
,which would have greatly embarrassed my cir- 
cumstances. This intrepid and generous man 
act^d throughout the whole affair in a manner I 
very little merited. As the fact was too evident 
to admit of a doubt, a divorce was obtained with- 
out my being under the necessity of appearing in 
court, and without any measures being taken to 
impede my departure from England.*' 

At three-and-twenty Alfieri found himself in 
his native country, and master of an ample, for- 
tune, for Piedmont. His friends wished him, in 
the. fashion of other young men of his rank, tp 
seek the graces and favour of a courtier, and in 
particular to solicit some diplomatic employment. 
He replied, that he would not represent the 
Great Mogul, still less the petty king of Sardinia ; 
and that in a coimtry governed like his own ani 
individual could only live on his fortune, if he 
possessed one, or otherwise embrace some laud- 
able occupation, by which he could secure to 
himself a happy independence. In the same 
spirit he gave up his commission in the army, 
and in a few years after made over his fief to his 
sister, because it implied the necessity of asking 
leave every time he quitted the country, and 
otherwise subjected him to feudal submissions 
and observances. He had still, however, another 
conquest to achieve over the tempestuous and 
unruly passion of love ; and his third crisis, in 
result, is even more interesting than all the for- 
mer, as it led to his first attempt at t^gedy. 
The occasional use of his own language will best 
describe the facts: — 
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^ This third accession of love, aldiough short, 
was truly extraragant. This new oUect of my 
attachment was a female of distinguished birth, 
bat of doubtful reputation^ even in the world of 
gallantry ; and she was older than I by nine or 
ten years. I first became acquainted with her at 
my entrance into life, during the period I remained 
in the academy ; and I now lodged exactly op- 
posite to her house. The advances which she 
made to me, my idleness, and the state of my 
feelings, which perhaps resembled those of which 
Petrarch said with so much truth,-— 

" So di che poco cannpe li allaccia 
Un' animal i^entil, quand'ella (L sola 
E DOD 6 chi per lei defeta faccia. 

• *' In short, Apollo appeared inclined to lead 
me into the road of wisdom by the extraordinary 
route of love ; and' though I at first neither 
esteemed nor loved her, I at length became 
attached even to madness. Friends, amuse* 
ments^. even my favourite horses, were neglected. 
From eight in the morning until midnight, I 
remained continually by her side, discontented 
with my conduct, yet unable to leave her. In 
this wretched and vacillating state did I live, or 
more properly speaking vegetate, from the middle 
of 1773 until February 1775, without reflecting 
on the consequences of this adventure, the termi- 
nation of which proved at once so distressing and 
so fortunate.'' 

The constant agitation of mind produced by a 
course of life in which conscience and unbridled 
passion waged an incessant war, at length pro- 
duced a violent disease, but not the dissolution 
of this discreditable amour. He had no sooner 
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yeeo«ef0d Umfell^ thaa hig nuitreM had her fit 
of sidcnefs in ^^umu His account of this a&ir 
is curiotts, as describii^ the accidental com- 
meneement of his first tragedy of Cleopatra. 

*^ As itMras necessaiy that my mistress should 
be kept in profound quiet, I had a chair placed 
near the bed, that I might be able to watch oyer 
her. In it I remained the whole day, never 
Mtlering a syllable, lest I might subject her to 
tiie necessity of speaking. During one of these 
nUing9f when oppressed with languor, a few sheets 
of paper fell accidentally into my hands, in 
. which I began to scribble at random and without 
any determinate plan the scene of a piece which 
I knew not whether to consider as belonging to 
tragedy or comedy. It was written in the form 
of a dialogue between a man ttrhom I nlEimed 
Photion, a woman, and a Cleopatra, who enters 
some time after the other interlocutors. When 
I now reflect on this attempt, it appears to me so 
much the more extraordinary, as for five or six 
years I had not only never written a line of 
Italian, but not even opened a book of any kind, 
except rarely, and at long intervals. Thus, I 
cannot say how or why, I was impelled to write 
these scenes in Italian and in vene. When I 
b^an to sketch this piece, I had no other reason 
to prefer the name of Cleopatra to that of Bere*- 
nice, of Zenobia, or of any other heroic queen, 
except that it was from being in the constant 
habit of viewing the superb tapes£ries in the 
antichamber of my mistress, in which was pre- 
sented the history of Mark Antony and the fasci- 
nating Egyptian. On the recovery of my mis- 
tress, forgetful of the ridiculous scenes which I 
had written, I placed them under ^bue cushion of 
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her ccracby where they lemtined ft whole year 
without any one suspecting it." 

At leng^, in a fit of complete felf-ditgntt, 
oar singular lover takes the advantage of a quanel 
with his mistress to determine upon flight ^m 
learns his intention, and, as eustomary on shailar 
occasions^ returns him his letters and portrait; 
He could, however, get no farther than to Novara, 
in his way to Milan, where his resdntion gave 
way; and sending on his carriage, he sneaked 
back to Turin, which he approached at night, to 
prevent bein|^ the joke of his acquaintance. Frea 
a wretched mn in the suburbs he wrote a pcni* 
tential letter to his mistress, craving her indnl* 
gence, and beseeching an audience. His petition 
being granted, he entered the city by mght, to 
use Us own strong language^ ** like a vagfdioiid,'' 
and obtained an *^ igncaninious pardon/' It was 
then agreed between them, that he shoald. really 
proceed to Milan, and^ after an absence of five 
or six weeks, return to Tlirin. on the plea of ill* 
health ; and he accordingly departs in a state of 
mind '* equally calculated to excite pity and con* 
tempt/' Having speeded through two or three 
Italian cities, he returned to Turin in eighteea 
days, from a journey which was originally in- 
tended to last a year ; and once more stole into 
the city at night, to avoid the jests of his com* 
panions. 

The self-contempt produced by this amorous 
imbecility at length began to effect proportionate 
consequences in a mind possessed of the nati^iw 
vigour of that of Alfieri. He once more res<^ved 
to struggle with his passion ; and convinced by 
experience of the uselessness of travelling, he 
resolutely determined to effect his emancipation 
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without removbg from Turin. We again bar* 
row from himself: — 

'' Imagining, from the obstinacy and peculia- 
rity of my character, that I should succeed most 
certainly by the adoption of such measures as 
would. compel me to make the greatest eflports, I 
determined never to leave the house/ which, as I 
have already said, was exactly opposite to that of 
my mistress ; to gaze at her windows ; to see her 
go in and out every day ; and to listen to the 
sound of her voice ; although firmly resolved that 
no advances on her part, either direct or indirect, 
ahould ever again tempt me to a renewal of 
intercoursie." ^ 

" To fortify himself in this resolution, he cut off 
his hair, as none but clowns and sailors could 
appear at that time in short hair; and what is 
still more curious, caused himself to be tied 
with coids to a chair, in order to prevent him 
from leaving the house to visit his mistress ; his 
servant being strictly commanded never to 
release him imtil the paroxysm of his daily 
amatory conflicts had subsided. The cords were 
concealed under a large mantle in which he 
was enveloped, leaving one hand only at liberty; 
and he remained in this situation for whole 
hours, and was seen by many who called on 
him, without any one suspectbg that he was 
tied to the chair. 

He thus passed more than two months in a 
state almost bordering on frenzy, but at leiigth 
was led to think of literature as a relief, and 
attempted the composition of some verses. The 
< Cleopatra * of cardinal Delfino also fell into hi.<^ 
liands, and reminded him of the papers which 
he had fortunately withdrawn from the cushion 
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of his mtfltreM*s sofa a few days before he left 
lier. Astonished at the resemblance between 
€tke state of his own heart and Antony's, he 
resolved to retouch his scenes, and have them 
performed by the actors who yisited Turin in the 
spring. Pursumg this fortunate idea with his 
characteristic impetuosity, after several months 
of poetical consultations, and a laborious refer- 
ence to gprammars and dictionaries, he produced 
the trag^y of ' Cleopatra,' which was represented 
at Turin in June 1775. " If," writes Alfieri, " I 
have since been deemed worthy to rank among 
our'celebrated tragic or comic authors, this first 
•Step must be regarded as the most important of 
my life.* 

It is scarcely necessary to add, that in a very 
respectable sense Alfieri i$ so regarded; and 
when it is recollected that he composed ' Cleopa- 
tra,' and one or two more of his tragedies, in 
French prose, and translated them into Italian 
poetry with great labour, the force of his latent 
genius will be deemed remarkable. ** I sketched 
them in this meagre and unpleasing language,'^ 
he remarks^ '' not that I kniew it, or even pre- 
tended to know it, but because during my five 
years' travels it was the only language that I 
heard spoken, and I explained myself better in 
it than in any other. By my ignorance of lan- 
guage, I bore a striking resemblance to one of 
Uiose noted couriers of Italy, who, when sick in 
bed, dreams that he runs, and wants only his 
limbs to surpass his rivals." 

On concluding his account of his amour at 
Turin, and its consequences, Alfieri announces 
*he termination of the epoch of his youth. He 
was of the age of twenty-seven when he thus 
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formally entered into the service of the musee; 
and it will readily be conceived that a total 
release ftom the sex was not to be expected at 
that season of life« He was, in fact, fated to 
experience another and a final attachment of a 
itiore mental and consistent nature, the com- 
mencement of which he thus soberly describes :-^ 

** During^ the preceding summer (1776) which 
I passed at Florence, I had frequently seen a beau- 
tiful, amiable, and very distinguished forei^er. It 
was impossiUe not to meet and remark this lady, 
and still more impossible not to seek to pleafie, 
when once in her company. The first impres* 
sion which she made on me was infinitely agree- 
able. Large black eyes full of fire and gentle- 
ness, joined to a fair complexion and flaxen 
hair, gave to her beauty a brilliancy very difficult 
to wi&stand^ Of the age of twenty'>five^ po#* 
sessin? a taste for letters and Ihe fine arts,, an 
amiabTe charaiCter, aa- immense fortune, and 
placed in domestic circumstauicea of a very paki- 
ful nature, how was it possible to escape where 
so many reasons existed for loving?'' 

The possibility, in sober English estimation, 
might have consisted in tlie fact that this lady 
was married, being no other than the consort <k 
Charles Edward, the last unfortunate Pretender. 
She was a princess of the house of Stolberg, and 
her husband was at this time some years more 
than twice her age, brutal in his deportmeat, a 
slave to habitual intoxication, and in ^very 
respect a degraded and worthless character. 
How far these circumstances may account for 
the attachment which rapidly grew up between 
her and Alfieri, or to what extent that attach-^ 
ment reached in the life-time of Charka Edward^ 
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ti^e cftatioiisiianmti?« of the lorer leiiden doabt- 
fiil; but it appears, that after bebg formally 
introduced to her and the prince at Sienna, he 
iras constantly and deyotedly attached to her 
person and interests. Treated in such a manner 
by her hnsband, as to be under the necessity of 
quittiofi^ him to preserve health and life, Alfieri 
exerted all his influence wi^ the government of 
Tuscany to sanction her retreat to a convent, 
first in Tuscany, and afterwards in Rome. Here 
she remained under the surveillance of cardinal 
York, which of course precluded all but very 
tranuent access to Alfieri, who however eontrived 
to live at Rome, and to use all sorts of expedi* 
ents to be of service to her, though not without 
committing a few extravagant actions as here* 
tofore. At .length the priests who surrounded 
the husbai^d's brother, remonstrated against the 
occasional visits of Alfieri, who thus explains 
himself: — 

'^ I intend not here to become the apologist of 
the mode of life led by married women in gene- 
ral at Rome, and in all the rest of Italy. I will 
only say, that the conduct of my fair friend was 
in this respect rather within than beyond the 
usual manners of the country. I will also add, 
that the vices and cruelty of her husband were 
not invented to answer a purpose, but were 
evident to the whole world. Jusdoe at the same 
time compels me to confess that the husband, 
the brother-in-law, and the priests, had reason 
to disapprove of my frequent visits, though our 
intimacy never excc^ed the strictest limits of 
honour.** 

The difiiculties in the way of intercourse do 
not however seem to have lasted long, as the 



84 ILLUSTRATIOKS Of LOVE. 

memoirs of Alfieri mention repeated journies of 
" Jifia Donna" to different places in Italy, France, 
and Germany; and although some circumspection 
was necessary to avoid scandal, Alfieri seems to 
have enjoyed tolerably free access. At length', 
in 1788, the unhappy Charles Edward departed 
this life, when his widow became in a prirate 
manner the wife of count Alfieri. Bemg in 
France at the time of the revolution, they lost a 
considerable property by that event, and finally 
settled at Florence, where Alfieri, then become 
a celebrated literary character, died in Octo^ 
ber 1803, at the age of fifty-four; the victim of 
intense attention to study, which he pursued, 
as he did everything else, with an ardour alto- 
gether regardless of any consequences but those 
which immediately stimulated him to action. 
The countess of Albany survived him twenty-one 
years; her death taking place in January 1824, 
at the age of seventy-two. 

A perusal of the autobiographical memoirs of 
count Victor Alfieri will show that his literary 
was quite as eccentric as his amatory historv, 
which, as already observed, has been brieny 
epitomised, in order to exhibit the extraordinary 
operation of passion on a mind of great force 
and originality, under the influence of a tempe- 
rament of uncommon ardency. Exhibiting alter- 
nately the strength and weakness of the will in 
a manner the most singular and extraordinary, 
the confessions of count Alfieri could not escape 
a place in a collection, the purpose of which is 
to record the eccentricities of conduct and of 
character to which the most wayward of all 
passions gives rise. 
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^AMURATH. 

The Tarkish sultan, Amurath I, fierce and 
merciless as he was in war, mingled his ferocity 
iFrith that sensibility to the power of beauty, and 
tHat gallanti*y of enterprise in order to acquire the 
possession of it, which have so frequently dis- 
tinguished the followers of Mahomet, and proved 
that chivalry is not so much an affair of creed as 
might be imagined. 

At the time wheki this haughty Ottoman was 
leading the Turkish horde in its gradual sulju- 
g^tion of the Empire of the East, nothing was 
heard of but the superior beauty of the two 
daughters of the despot of Servia. The Grecian 
emperor Andronicus had espoused the elder of 
these beauties ; and a portrait of the younger 
having fallen into the hands of the sultan Amu« 
rath, he sent an ambassador to the despot her 
father, to demand her in marriage. The latter 
had the courage to refuse on the score of differ- 
ence of religion, ai^d also because the sultan had 
already offspring by another wife, which pre- 
cluded a second from arriving at the first honours 
in /Turkish estimation. 

Love, and indignation at this refusal, incited 
Amurath to immediate revenge. He approached 
Servia .with a powerful army, and. was met by 
another h^ded by the despot, who fought with 
great courage; but being nevertheless routed and 
taken prisoner, his cruel enemy in the first 
transports of his anger ordered him to be deca^ 
pitated. His ferocious vengeance thus gratified, he 
was about to proceed in his conquest, when the 
successor of the ^len despot, unable to resist 
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him, waa oblieed to appea$e the executioner of 
the father with the person of the daughter, and 
to offer him the hand of his sister, the innocent 
cause of the calamities of her country. This 
proposal at once disarmed the haughty Anut- 
rath, who arrested the march of his army, and 
leceiving the princess, with great joy married 
her the same day in his camp. So much for 
Turkish ferocity, gallantry, and lore of beauty. 



ANDREW IL 

In the crusade which was resohed upon by 
the fourth council of Lateran, in 1215, Andrew 
the second, king of Hungary, was one of the 
first who repaired to the Holy Land, to giire sue* 
cour to the Christians of that country. When 
he departed from his kingdom, he intrusted the 
jgOTernm^it of it to the palatine of Hungary, 
named Bancbanus, enjoining him abore all things 
to dispense impartial justice without any reganl 
to the rank or wealth of the parties. 

The wife of Bancbanus, a very beautiful wo* 
man, strove, by assiduous attention to the queen, 
to consde her during the king^s absence. The 
queen's broth A:, the count of Moravia, arriving at 
this time at the Hungarian court, was received 
witii all possible honours, and each one was 
eager to entertain him with feats and diversions, 
in the midst of these entertainments the prince, 
irho was still a young man, fdl desperatdy in 
love with die regent's wife. It was not long 
before he declared his pasnon to her, and em- 
ployed every means which the most violent lore 
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ccmld suggest to move the lady^s heart. All 
hofv^ever was unavailing; and the wife of Banc* 
BaxiuSy wearied, by the prince's importanitie% 
discontinued her appearance at court for somt 
time, on pretence of sickness. 

This obstinate resistance did but the more 
inflame the prince's desires. A gloomy melan* 
clioly took possession of his mina ; ana to find 
some solace for his grief, he was obliged to com- 
municate it to the queen his'sister. She, taking 
too Uirely an interest in her brother^s chagrin, 
i&stead of endeavouring to remove it by wise and 
prudent counsel, had Uie weakness to lend her* 
self to the furtherance of his crimmal intentions. 
7g ensure thcar accomplishment, the count of 
Moravia became more guarded, more respeetfsl, 
and less importunate, in his behonour to the 
•Iject of his passion ; and the virtnoua wile,, be* 
coming consecpienftly less apprehensive^ took 
fewev precautions. Having one day attended 
tiie queen to a part of the palace dislant from 
lier own apartment, her royal mistiess left her 
llif^e in the power of the count; and ht obtained 
l^y force what he had solicited in vam. 

The wife of the regent, though her breast was 
burning with resentment, kept the secret of this 
laiamous treatment for a. little time. But at 
length, when her husband approadied her, she 
burst into tears, and said to him, ^Come not 
near me, my lord ; approach not a wife who is 
now im worthy of the chaste en^races of het 
husband. An audacious wretch has violated the 
sanctity of your bed, and. the queen his sister 
Ksui not scrupled to give me up to his unlawful 
desires. I should already have punished myself 
for their crime, had not religion forbidden me to 
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attempt my own life ; but this command of the 
law does not restrain an injured husband ; I ani 
iuftciently criminal, since I am dishonoured ; I 
ask death at your hands as a favour, that I may 
not survive my dishonour." 

Bancbanus, after saying all he could to con- 
sole his unfortunate wife, meditated revenge. 
He'would have made the coiint of Moravia his 
first victim ; but the prince, who had sufficiently 
evinced his cowardice by this act of brutal vio- 
lence to a woman, had privately quitted the king- 
dom. The regent then went to die palace ; and 
bn pretence of reading to the queen some letter 
which he had just received, he persuaded her to* 
retire to her closet. When they were left alone,' 
lie first reproached her warmly with her crime, 
and then stabbed her to the heart. He himself 
apprised the court of this occurrence, and of his 
reasons for so acting. He then went to king 
Andrew at Constantinople, and thus addressed 
him : '^ Sire, when I received your last ordelrs oh 
your departure from Hungary, you particularly 
enjoined me that, without any reg^d to rank or 
6ondition, I should render to all your subjects* 
impartial iustice. I have rendered it to myself; 
I have killed the queen your wife, who had been 
so base as to prostitute mine; and far from 
seeking safety in a cowardly flight, I come and 
palace my head at your disposal. Deal with me 
aJs you please ; but remember, that by my life 
or aeath will your people judge of your equity, 
and of my guilt or innocence. 

The transaction and the dauntlessness of 
Bancbanus were alike unparalleled. " If things 
liave really happened as you state," answered 
the king, *^ return to Hungary ; continue to ad- 
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miniBter justice to my suljecta with the Miine 
seyerity and impartiality with which^you haye 
rendered it to yourself. I shall not remain long 
in the Holy Land ; and when I am returned, I 
lyill examine upon the spot whether this act of 
yours merits praise or punishment/' 

Accordingly, the monarch remained but a short 
time in Palestine, which was yery unfortunate 
for the Christians whom he had come to succour; 
but the action of Baocbanns had made a de^ 
impresaion upon his mind. When he was re- 
turned to his kingdom, he himself iayestigated 
the several circumstances of this extraordinary 
afifair, and he was equitable enough to absolve 
the slayer of the* queen. 

Andrew II was sumamed Hierosolymitanus, 
on account of his expeditions to the Holy Land. 
He was son of Bela HI, king of Hungary, and 
succeeded his nephew. He was succeeded by 
Bela IV, his son by his first wife Gertrude, 
daughter of Berthold, duke of Moravia — the 
same who was put to death by Bancbanus. King 
Andrew died in 1235 



ANGELS. 

As it is no part of the design of this work 
to enter into an examination of the different 
opinions concerning the creation and the nature 
of angels^ we shall here confine ourselves to 
showing that, according to ancient tradition, 
some of them came to perdition through the 
Ipve which they conceived for women. 
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Some fathers of the church have thoaght that 
vthe angels, who in the scriptures are also called 
the sont of God, had an im{Hire intercourse with 
women, from which sprang the impious and 
•insolent race of the giants. ^ When men,'' 
says the Holy Scripture, ** had begun to m«l- 
vtiply on the face of the earth, and had begotten 
daughters, the sons of Ood, seeing that the 
daughters of men were fair, took themselves 
wives from among them, of whomsoever th^ 
«hose.' 

Others, who by the sotts of Ood understand 
the apostate angds^' say that, seeing the daugh- 
ters of Cain were beautiful, they attached them* 
selves to some of them, and married them. 

Be that as it may, Lactantiu^ supposes that 
the angels who became guilty of this crime, had 
.been sent by God to take care of mankind; and 
that they being endowed with free-will, God had 
enjoined them not to degrade the dignity of their 
nature by polluting themselves with the vices 
that in&cted the earth ; but that the Devil con- 
trived to corrupt them through the medium of 
women. Lactantius adds, that being excluded 
from heaven on account of the impurity which 
they had thus contracted, they fell back to the 
earth, and became ministers of the Devil; but 
that those whom they begat being neither angels 
nor men, but of an intermediate nature, were 
shut out of hell as their fathers had been out of 
heaven. Thus there were two sorts of demons, 
the one celestial, the other terrestrial; the latter 
being impure spirits, authors of all the crimes 
that were committed, and having the Devil for 
their prince. Hence, according to all appear- 
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anceSy came the stories of the incuhi or demonffy 
ynrho were said to have intercourse with Women. 

We find in the fragments of the ancient and 
fabulous book of Enoch, that when the number 
of men had become greatly multiplied, they had 
daughters of such exquisite beauty, that the 
EgregoreSj or guardian angels, fell in lore with 
them, and proposed to one another that thej 
should go and espouse them. Whereupon Sa- 
miasa, their prince, having answered that he 
feared they would not do as he said, and would 
afteifwards lay the whole blame upon hhn, 
they pledged themselves by oath to carry into 
effect the resolution which they had just taken. 
The number of these angels was two hundred. 
They descended, in the time of Jared, from the 
top of mount Hemon, which took its name from 
the oath which they had sworn there. They 
took wives from among the women, and had 
intercourse with them until the deluge. These 
wives gave birth to three different and successive 
g:eneration8. The first was that of the gianit: 
the giants had sons called NepMttm; and these 
ag^n had sons called EUud — all three, the 
giants^ the Nephitim, and the Eliudf practised 
magic. Afterwards the giants began to be an^ 
thropophagi, which caused the number of men 
to decrease every day : the latter complained Ui 
God of this craislty, and implored him to have 
pity on them. The four archangels, hearing this 
complaint, looked down to earth; and seeing 
there a deal of bloodshed, and a multitude of 
disorders, tbey reported the same to the Al^ 
mighty, who ordered them to Innd the chiefs of 
these transgressors and' throw them into the 
abyss; there to be kept until the day of judg*- 
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ment; which was accordingly done. Uriel in 
particular was sent to Noah, the son of Lamech, 
to inform him that all mankind were to be de- 
stroyed by a deluge, and to instruct him in what 
manner he should escape the general doom. 
Raphael was ordered to take Azael, to bind him 
hand and foot, and to lay him, in a remote spot 
in the desart of Dudael, upon sharp stones; 
which punishment was to be succeeded by a 
more rigorous one at the day of judgment. Ga- 
briel's commission was to destroy the giants, the 
sons of the Egregores, by exciting them to make 
war upon and exterminate one another; and 
Michael was commanded to bind Samiasa, with 
the rest of his companions, and carry them to 
the ends of the earth, where they were to remain^ 
for seventy generations, that is, until the day of 
judgment; when they were to be cast into a 
lake of fire. The giants, being formed of a 
mixture of flesh and pure spirit, were condemned 
to become evil spirits, living without food, doing 
mischief to mankind, and appearing to them as 
spectres; and were to share in the general resur- 
rection. So that, since the time of the defeat of 
the giants, the Nephitim, and the mighty men 
of the earth, these spirits have continuea, and 
will continue, to do evil until the last day. Gk)d 
moreover decreed that the top of mount Hemon, 
where the angels had taken their criminal oath) 
should be covered with snow until the day of 
judgment, and threatened mankind with a gene- 
ral destruction ; adding, that the term of their 
lives should thenceforward be no more than a 
hundred and twenty years. 

It was also the love of women that occasioned 
the fall of the children of Seth, who until then 
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had imitated the piety and the yirtuet of their 
father. This misfortune haj^ened during the 
life of Jared, grandson of Canaan. A hundred 
of the sons of Seth, hearing the sound of music, 
and the joyful shouts of the Canaanites, descended 
the holy mount to go to them. The sons of 
Seth were so charmed with the beauty of the 
women, that they could not refrain from an im- 
pure intercourse with them. Thus did the charms 
of the daughters of Cain lure these virtuous 
men to perdition; for when they would have 
re-ascended their mountain, the stones of it are 
said to have become like fire, and prevented 
their passage. 

All these wild and fantastic stories, as en- 
larged and amplified by the Jewish rabbins and 
Christian fathers, are evidently founded on cer- 
tain passages in the sixth chapter of Genesis, 
second verse : — *^ The sons of Grod saw the 
daughters of men, that thev were fair, and they 
took them wives of all which they chose.'' And 
again, in the fourth verse : — " There were giants 
on the earth in these days; and after that, when' 
the sons of God came in unto the daughters of 
^len, and they bare children to them, Uie same 
became mighty men, which were of old men of 
renown.'' But if fertile imaginations, dwelling on 
these brief passages, have combined fictions and 
phantasmagoria which are too often of a dark and 
disa^eeable nature, they have also led to much 
fanciful invention which is interesting and pleas- 
ing. To say nothing of the good and bad 
demons of Christianity, the Gothic race of fairies^ 
Efid all the light and versatile shadowings > of 
that class, the genii and peris of the Mahometan 
world, trace their origin to the same sources ; 
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and with the amatory disposition of these per- 
sonages, whether of the good or evil class, the 
records of eastern romance abound. Nor ought 
we to forget the more ethereal system of the 
Rosicrucians and all that tribe, including the 
ingenious theory so pleasantly unfolded by the 
abbe Villers in his 'Count de Gabalis/ All 
these sport upon the same idea of an elecHoe afi* 
nifyf as Goethe would call it, between the angelic 
or spiritual nature and our own ; which, philoso- 
phicaliy considered, perhaps only shows how 
impossible it is for man to conceive existences 
devoid of human passions, sympathies, and pro- 
perties. All we can imagine of supernatural 
beings amounts to little more than additions 
or subtractions of known qualities. To be- 
come viewless, is only to resemble the air. To^ 
leaeh the end of the earth by a wish, is only to 
give to matter the velocity of mind. - To be able 
to pervade the deep caverns of the ocean with a 
glance, or to become auditorially sensible of the 
music of the spheres, — ^what is it but to multiply 
in imagination the intensity of our own organs, 
but in reality to invent nothing? We love : angelic 
natures must love also. Nay, we may carry the 
affair ferther; lor finding it difficult to conceive 
that they very decidedly love one another, we 
give them the same sort of substance to fall in 
R>ve with as we fall in love with ourselves, namely, 
beautifal flesh and blood. This reasoning might 
be extended ; but probably, stopping where it 
does, it has nearly reached the ne pkts uUra ; and 
moreover, our province is not philosophy. 

Having spoken of beautiful fiction connected 
with the traditionary loves of the angels, we must 
not forget to particularize the impressive * Heaven 
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%iid Eai^"* 0f lord Byron, and the more lig^ht 
imd xephyr*like * Lores of the Aagels ' of Mr T. 
Moore. 



ANNE OF AUSTRIA. 

^ AfrvE of Austria, daughter of Philip III, king 
x>f Spain, and Margaret of Austria, married 
Louis XIII, king of France ; which marriage was 
^e cause of great iinhappinessto the princess as 
long es the king lired. 

The circumstances of the vint which the chan* 
cellor made to this princess at her place of retire- 
ment in the Val de Grace, are almost unparalleled. 
The chests and cabinets were searched; and 
they who were employed on this errand had even 
the insolence to examine her pockets, and to 
remove her neck-handkerchief. Her most confi- 
dential servants were taken from her ; some of 
them were imprisoned, and others extremely ill-* 
treated. The king did not vouchsafe to speak 
to her; he would hardly see her; her son, 
Louis XIV, is said td have owed his birth to the 
merest chance. 

' According to the memoirs of the time, these 
persecutions, and this extraordinary conduct 
towards a queen whose beauty, grace, and 
sweetness of disposition merited very different 
treatment, originated solely in the passion of 
love; That powerful minister, cardinal de Riche- 
lieu, who, under the name of Louis XIII, really 
governed the kingdom, had had the audacity to 
east enamoured glances upon the queen ; and his 
passion met with the contempt which it deserved. 
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" The aueen related to me/' says madame de 
MptteviUe, *' that on one occasion the cardinal 
addressed her with too great freedom, indeed 
quite in an impassioned manner ; and that when 
sne was on the point of answering him with 
anger and contempt, the king entered the apart- 
ment, and had thus interrupted her reply ; and 
that since then she had never ventured to recom- 
mence her harangue,. lest she should appear to 
be according him too much favour by beanng the 
circumstance in mind : but she answered hini 
tacitly, by the hatred which she ever after bore 
him. It was in order to revenge himself, and 
at the same time make the princess feel her erroip 
in having rejected his homage, that he perse- 
cuted her. 

That proud and cruel minister did not hesitate 
to forge accusations, in order to justify this odious 
persecution. We know that he had Henry d^ 
Talleyrand, prince of Chalais, condemned to 
death for a conspiracy formed against his own 
person. On that occasion, he gave the public to 
understand, that this nobleman had compromised 
the queen in his depositions, charging ner with 
being an accomplice in a plot to decle^e the king 
impotent and incapable of reigning, to annul his 
marriage, and deprive him of the crown, which 
was to be given to Monsieur, his brother, who 
was also to marry Anne of Austria. 

Voltaire says, when speaking of cardinal de 
Richelieu, " He was aware that he was hated 
alike by the public and by the two queens : he 
had driven one of them (the queen-mother) 
away, and he wanted to sleep with the other." 

To this passion of the cardinal are also to be 
attributed the dissensions which at that time 
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arose between France and England, and wluch 
occasioned so mnch bloodshed. The duke of 
Buckingham, who governed Great Britain while 
Richelieu was reigning in France, went over to 
the latter country, to negotiate the marriage of 
his master with the sister of Louis XIII. Being 
as presumptuous as the cardinal, he too ventured 
to fall in love with the queen, and had the bold- 
ness to tell her so in the course of a conversation in 
which he had contrived to engage her. The dame 
d'hcnneur at that time in attendance, being weary 
of the continuance of this conversation, placea 
herself in the queen' sfauteuil(9is her m^esty was 
that day keeping her bed) merely for the purpose 
of preventing the duke from approaching it; and 
finding that he still persisted in the same tone, 
she said to him sternly, '* Monsieur, it is time for 
you to be silent ; this is not fit language to be 
addressed to a queen of France." This story 
seems rather romantic, but it is attested by Nam. 
Madame de Motteville, too, seems to corroborate 
It ; for she says, that when the court accompanied 
their princess Henriette as far as Amiens, on her 
way to be married to the king of England, the 
duke of Buckingham was so fortunate as to 
obtain a few moments' private conversation with 
the queen, and that her majesty had occasion to 
cry out and call for her ecuyer. In the memoirs 
by the same author, we find that when^ Bucking- 
ham took leave of the queen, who was then in her 
carriage, he kissed the border of her robe, and 
let fall some tears. The same writer tells us> 
that it was madame de Launay who was by the 
queen's bedside when the duke, impelled by the 
violence of his passion, had left the princess 
Henrietta on the way, and gone back to Boulogne, 
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on pretcfkice of some new business, but really 
for the purpose of seeing the qneen. From the 
same source we learn, that the king> having been 
informed, on his return from this jOumey, of all 
that had happened, and of more than aU, dis- 
charged some of the queen's household, including 
' her ecuyer, her physician, and Laporte, of whom 
we have some memoirs. 

The cardinal, being even still earlier informed 
of it, conceived in consequence the most violent 
jealousy, of which he soon made his rival fbel the 
etfects. A short time after this adventure, the 
English duke, having got himself appointed on a 
new embassy to France, for the purpose of 
seeing the queen, was forbidden to enter the 
kingdom. 

" Buckingham," says an historian, " was very 
desirous of being sent again as ambassador to 
France in 1626 : but the French court was so 
dissatisfied with his behaviour when on his former 
embassy, that he was given to understand, 
through the medium of M. de Bassompierre, 
then ambassador to England, that for reasons 
with which he himself was well acquainted (<m 
account of the foolish passion which he had dared 
to avow to the young queen) his presence would 
not be agreeable to his Most Christian Majesty ; 
and therefore that he had better spare himself 
the trouble and expense, since he would reap 
from it nothing but disgust." Hence the suc- 
cours granted by the English to the people^ of 
Rochelle. 

An Italian author expresses himself on this 
subject in the following terms : — " Richelieu and 
Buckingham had entered the lists against each 
otiier, for reasons which were kept the more 



ANNE OF AVSFTRUl. 99 

ii^ret^ as tiiej arose from the rash presumption 
of both : and the people of each country shortly 
had to pay out of their own purses for the foolish 
quarrel of these two rivals/* 

The historian Hume does not hesitate to attri- 
bute the rupture between England and France to 
the rivalry of the two ministers. The cardinal's 
jealousy was the more violent, as he knew that 
the duke had been seen and favourably regarded 
by the object of their passion ; for this historian 
tells us, that the duke's apparent merits made 
some impression upon the queen, and that she at 
least felt for him that purer attachment which 
covers so many dangers under a pleasing and 
innocent appearance. Be that as it may, the 
duke, having sworn that he would see the queen 
in spite of all the power of France, stirred up a 
war, the results of which were not very glorious 
•to him. Having been beaten at the isle of Rhe, 
and having lost a part of his troops, he was ob- 
liged to return to England in disgrace, and hated 
even mdre than he was before. This unsuccess- 
ful measure still further exasperated the parlia- 
ment, with which Charles I was already embroiled : 
they beheld, indeed, with the most lively indigna- 
tion their country made the victim of the frivolous 
gallantries and puerile caprices of a favourite. 

Another author tells us, that while cardinal 
Richelieu was besieging Rochelle, the inhabitants 
of that place sent to ask fresh succours from 
England; and that the duke of Buckingham, 
impelled at once by love, by jealousy, and above 
all by the desire of repairing his former defeat, 
immediately armed a considerable fleet, which 
might have turned the fortunes of the cardinal in 
that siege. He adds, that at this critical moment 

4* 
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the queen was compelled to write to the duke, 
begging him to suspend his armament, and that 
the capture of Rochelle was owing to this letter. 

This was the celebrated George Villiers, duke 
of Buckingham, who had succeeded the earl of 
Somerset in the favour of king James I. He 
was the first gentleman created duke in England, 
without having any claim of kindred or affinity 
to its kings. The duke of Buckingham was assas- 
sinated in 1628, in the reign of Charles I, by a 
man named Felton, at the time when the insolent 
favourite was violently threatened, and even im- 
peached, by the Parliament. 

Such was the man who conceived une bellt 
passion for Anne of Austria ; and who, if indeed 
it be true that he made any impression upon her 
heart, did but thereby add to the mortifications 
which she experienced. And on the other hand, 
it should seem that this princess was destined to 
inspire love only that she might occasion unhap- 
piness. 

The marquis de Jerse, who united with a 
graceful person the attractions of a cultivated 
mind, and was, besides, a favourite of the great 
Conde, gave himself up to a foolish passion for 
the queen, who was then a widow; and was so 
infatuated as to think that the princess was not 
wholly indifferent to it. He had the assurance 
to speak and write to her ; and at last, having 
lost all prudence, he carried his extravagance so 
far as to conceal himself in the queen*s bedcham- 
ber. The princess was indignant, and forbade 
him ever again to appear before her, — a punish- 
pient too mild for such audacity. Nevertheless, 
the prince V)f Cond6, proud, imperative, and 
ttnbjending, openly took his favourite's part; and 



ANNE OF AUSTiUA. iOl 

is even said to have demanded* in the most im- 
perious manner* that the queen should see Jersi, 
and restore him to her good graces. This action 
contributed, with many others, to hasten the 
prince's imprisonment. 

We 6nd the same fact related elsewhere, with 
this difference, that it 19 not said that M. de 
Jers6 hid himself in the bedchamber, nor that the 
queen forbade him her presence : — '' There hap- 
pened a very pleasant adventure at court : M. de 
Jers^ fell in love with the queen. He was sent away* 
and turned into ridicule, on account of a letter 
which he had written and given to madame de 
Beauvais, the queen's principaJ/em9ne-de-c/iam6re/' 

M. de Jerse haying ventured to come into the 
queen's' presence after the disgrace of madame 
de Beauvais, she said to him with a contemptuous 
air, '* Really, monsieur de Jerse, you are very 
ridiculous. I am told that you play the lover. 
A pretty gallant indeed ! I pity you very much ; 
you should be sent to a lunatic retreat. But after 
ail, we should not be astonished at your mad- 
ness; it is a family failing with you." This was 
in allusion to marshal de Lavardin, who had for- 
merly fallen desperately in love with Mary de 
Medicis, and had consequently been laughed at 
by her and Henry IV. Madame de Mottevilje 
says that it was cardinal Mazarin who forced the 
queen to make this eclcU, 

According to the memoirs of that day, Anne 
of Austria was not always so severe. The pasr 
quinades which were circulated during the war of 
the Fronde, accuse this princess of having been 
too intimate with cardinal Mazarin, who, as is 
well known, succeeded to all the power of car- 
fjinal de Richelieu, but whose rule was lesf harsl^ 
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and more politic. H^ was, however, the cause 
or the pretext of all the dissensions <irhich agi- 
tated the nation during the minority of Louis XIV. 
As the queen constantly protected him, and sup- 
ported him against all his enemies, this gave rise 
to the suspicions of a connection of the kind 
already alluded to. It would assuredly be very 
unjust to put implicit faith in libels whicn perhaps 
malice alone originated ; but without seeking to 
investigate the nature 6f (he queen's constant 
attachment to the minister, there is no doubt 
whatever that it was very strong. 

The duke de Mayetine had been sent to Spain 
to ask the hand of diis princess. When he took 
leave of her, he asked her commands for the 
king. ^< Assure him,'' said the infanta, ^ that I 
am quite impatient to see him." ^* Ah, madam," 
said her gouvemante, the countess de Alatmira, 
" what will the king of France think, when 
the duke informs him that you are so eager to be 
married ?" " Have you not taught me," returned 
the infanta sharply, '^ that I must always speak 
the truth?" 

Anne of Austria was in person tall and ma- 
jestic; her countenance was dignified, without 
being haughty. Her face, though not decidedly 
handsome, was very pleasing ; her skin was ex- 
tremely fair ; and her hands and arms were con- 
sidered remarkably beautiful. She died in 1666, 
aged sixty-four. 
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ANNETTE AND LUBIN. 

Marmontei. infonns us what it was that oc- 
casioned him to write the tale upon which was 
afterwards founded the pleasant comic opera of 
*• Annette et Lubin.' His words are as follows : — 

*•*• Being one evening at Besons, where M. de 
St Florentin had a country house, while I was at 
suppei with him> my Tales happened to be talked 
of. ' There has happened in this Tillage,' said 
he, ' an adventure out of which yon could per- 
haps make something interesting. He then 
related to me, in a few words, that a young pea- 
sant and a young woman, his cousin-german, 
having had an amour, the young woman had 
proved pregnant; that as neither the curate nor 
the diocesan would permit them to marry, they 
had had recourse to him, and that he had been 
obliged to procure them a dispensation from 
Rome/ I agreed with him, that the subject was 
not an unpromising one. At night, when I found 
myself alone, it took possession of my whole 
thoughts ; so that, in the course of an hour, all 
the scenes and the characters, such as I have 
represented them, had formed themselves in my 
imagination, and appeared as it were before my 
eyes. At that time, the style of this kind of 
writing cost me no labour : when once I had the 
story clearly in my head, the language in which 
it was expressed flowed as from a fountain. On 
the occasion of which I am speaking, instead of 
sleeping, I was thinking all night upon the sub- 
ject of the tale. I saw Lubin and Annette, and 
heard them speaking as distinctly as if this 
fiction had been a fresh recollection of something 
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I had seen during the day. When I rose at day 
break, I had only to transfer rapidly to paper 
what I had been meditating; and my tale was 
thus produced in the state in which it is printed. 

*^ After dinner, before going out to walk, I was 
asked, as was often the case when I was in the 
country, whether I had anything to read : and 
great was the surprise of all the company, and 
the joy of M. de St Florentin in particular, to 
find that in so short a time I had finished the 
picture of which he had given me the sketch. 
He would fain have sent for the real Annette 
and Lubin, but I begged to be excused from 
seeing the living originals. However, when th^ 
tale had been turned into a comic opera, the 
Lubin and Annette of Besons were invited to go 
and see themselves upon the stage. They attended 
the representation in a box, which was kept for 
them, and were loudly applauded." A. D. 1757. 

Morality has its latitude and longitude : this 
might do for the parallel and meridian of Franee ; 
it would shock in England, and that without the 
slightest recollection of the lining of our own upper 
boxes, our theatrical saloons^ or our foundling 
hospital. 



ANTIOCHUS. 

Hannibal, the celebrated Carthaginian gene- 
ral, after his defeat in Africa by Scipio Africanus, 
took refuge at the court of Antiochus the Great, 
king of Syria. There, being still animated by 
the mpst mveterate hatred against the Romans, 
he had prevailed upon the king to invade Ital}^ 
when that monarch received an embassy from the 
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Etolians, wlio al86 sent to implore astittance 
against the Romans. The latter, under the com« 
mand of Flaminius, and on pretence of pacifying 
Greece^ had entered that country, and were 
already beg^nning^ to exercise in it the dominion 
which was the object of all their efforts. 

Then, forgetting his designs against Italy, 
Antiochus yielded to, the solicitations of the 
Etolians, and entered Greece with an army and 
some elephants. He found, the nation extremely 
divided; some siding with the Romans, add 
others relying on the aid of the king of Syria. 
Chalcis haying surrendered to him, he fixed his 
residence there ; but this residence proved almost 
as fatal to him as that of Capua had been to 
Hannibal. His soldiers, enervated by pleasure, 
lost their valour and their fortitude ; and Antio- 
chus himself slumbered in the arms of amorous 
enjoyment 

He was living in the house of one of the prin- 
cipal persons of the town, named Cleoptolemus, 
who had a young and very handsome daughtief. 
The king, aluiough he was fifty years old, fell in 
love with hen He thought at first that his rank, 
and the power which he possessed' in Chalcis, 
would procure his passion an easy gratification, 
and that it would only be necessary to make his 
desires known; but the voiing Greek, named 
Eubia, was as prudent as she was handsome, and 
resisted all the offers of Antiochus. As it was 
his interest to be on good terms with the inhabi- 
tants of Chalcis, he did not venture to employ 
force ; but, carried away by his passion, he asked 
Eubia in marriage. The father reluctantly con- 
sented, and the nuptials were celebrated with 
regal magnificence. Enjoyment did but increase 
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the king's intoxication; so thai he forgot Rome 
and Greece and S3rTia. " His loves became the 
subject of general conversation/' says the histo- 
rian ; '^ his. allies loudly complained of him; his 
soldiers, being kept inactive, began to mutiny; 
and the Etolians themselves could not refrain 
from testifying their dissatisfaction ; but Antio- 
chus, insensible to everything but his passion, 
passed the rest of the winter in feasting and 
diversion. This taste for pleasure communicated 
itself to the officers, and even to the soldiers ; 
military discipline was neglected, and the whole 
army was given up to idleness and debauchery/' 
Meanwhile the Romans' were not inactive. 
Apprised of the enemy's conduct, they reduced 
the whole of Thessaly. Their rapid progress at 
length forced Antiochus to tear himself from the 
arms of his wife, whom he loved to adoration. 
Having assembled his army, which was joined 
by some of the Etolians, he took possession of 
the straits of Thermopylee, in order to prevent 
the Romans from penetrating into Achaia. But 
they succeeded in dislodging him; he was 
wounded, and forced to fly. He escaped with 
difficulty to Elatea, and thence to Chalcis, with 
the feeble remains of his army. Fearing he 
should be besieged there by the Roman army, 
which was approaching, he embarked with his 
young wife for Asia, and landed at Ephesus. 
Thus did love occasion this monarch to lose his 
army and his glory ; and also render the condi- 
tion of the Greeks who had implored his assist- 
ance yet more miserable than it had been before ; 
for we now know how to estimate the value of 
that liberty which Flaminius proclaimed through- 
out Greece with so much ostentation 
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AntiacKua, vOa/^ was surnttiaed the Ore«t, was 
son of Seleucas Ceraunus. After h^% repeat- 
edly yanquished by the RoBdans, and at len^h 
forced to submit to them, he died in the . yev 
187, B. C.y and was succeeded by his son 
Seleucus Philopater. 



ANTIOCHUS L 

Seleucus Nicanor, or Nicator^* was one o- 
ihe generals of Alexander the Great. After that 
prince's death, and after experiencing yariouji 
fortune, Seleucus succeeded . in founding the 
kingdom of Syria, one of the greatest and most 
powerful which arose out of the wreck of Alex- 
ander's, empire. 

This monarch had by his first wife a son 
named Autiochus Soter, of whom he was ex- 
tremely fond. His mother's name was Apamea ; 
she was daughter of the Persian Artabazes; and 
in her honour it was that Seleucus built a town 
in Syria, to which he gaye :her name. The 
young Antiochus, being dutiful and yirtuous, was 
worthy of his father's affection. The court re- 
sounded~with the praises of the father and the 
son; but this pleasing concord was put to a 
seyere trial. 

The king had taken to his second wife Stra* 
tonice, daughter of Demetrius Poliorcetes, whose 
uncommon beauty made but too deep an impres- 
sion on the heart of the young Antiochus. As 
his reyerence and affection for his father would 
not permit him to declare his passion, and as his 
reason was insufficient to stifle it, he fell ill; 

* A Burttame signifjingr conqueror. 
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and his condition was the more alarming, as the 
cause of his malady , which he himself carefully 
concealed, could not be discovered. Consuming 
by a slow fever, and absorbed in a frightfiu 
melancholy, he seemed rather to desire death 
than to fear iti 

The celebrated physician Erasistratus, having 
examined more attentively the symptoms of this 
singular malady^ discovered that the prince's 
pulse was extremely agitated whenever Strato- 
nice was near him; that he had all the symp- 
toms so well described by Sappho which indicate 
a violent passion — ^trembling accents, burning 
flushes, swimming eyes, cold perspirations, great 
inequality and sensible disorder in the pulse; 
the spirits languishing, respiration weak, general 
tremor, and death -like paleness. Frodi these 
appearances the physician divined the cause of 
his sickness; and he at length prevailed upon 
Antiochus to confess it. The young prince ac- 
knowledged that he adored Stratonice, protest- 
ing at the ^ same time that he had made every 
effort to overcome his passion; that he had 
called to mind a thousand times what he ought 
to consider in such circumstances— the reverence 
due to a father and a king by whom he was 
tenderly loved, the disgracefulness of a passion 
contrary to all the rules of morality and of 
decency, the folly of a design which he never 
ought to wish to accomplish, &c. ; but that his 
overpowered reason being deaf to these sugges- 
tions, he had resolved to put a period to his 
torments and his life by refusing to take food. 

A considerable part of the task was doubtless 
accomplished in discovering the nature of the 
disease; but still it was difficult to apply the 
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remedy. One day> howerery when Seleucns 
was imparting to Erasistratus his uneasiness on 
his sons account, — ''You have reason to be 
uneasy," said the physician ; " there is no re- 
medy for your son's disease, for he is in lore 
with a woman whom he cannot possess/' " Who 
is she ?" asked Seleucus. ** She is my wife,'* 
said Erasistratus. '' What then I" returned the 
king with warmth, '' is not your attachment to 
me strong enough to make you save my son by 
sacrificing your wife?** " But," answered Era- 
sistratus, ''judge of others by yourself. Sup- 
pose that Antiochus loved the queen, would you ^ 
give her up to him ?" ' " Ah ! ' said, the king, 
" happy indeed should I be, if my son's recovery 
depended only upon that!" " Well, then, your 
son's life is in your own hands; he adores 
Stratonice, and dares not avow it.'' 

Seleucus did not hesitate — ^" He convoked a 
general assembly of the people, in which he 
declared that it was his pleasure to crown his 
son Antiochus king of the upper Asiatic pro- 
vinces, and Stratonice as queen, and to marry 
them together; that he. was confident that his 
son, being accustomed to obey him in all things, 
would not oppose this marriage; and that in 
case his wife Stratonice should make any scru- 
ple to consent to it, as being a thing authorized 
neither by law nor custom, he begged his friends 
to expostulate with her thereupon, and to make 
her sensible that it was her duty to consider as 
just and proper whatever was agreeable to the 
king and useful to the kingdom." The historian 
adds, that he had no great difficulty in obtain- 
ing the queen's consent, as she could very well 
prefer a young husband to an old one. Seleu- 
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ctts, indeed, was then seventy years of age. He 
was iasiasftinated shortly afterwards; and this 
son, Antiochus Soter, succeeded hhn. He too 
died in a few years, and was succeeded by An^ 
tiochiis Theos, his son by Stratonice. Tear 
B.C. 282. 



ANTONY AND CLEOPATRA. 

Of all men, Mark Antony stands in historical 
record as he who suffered the largest penalty for 
the headlong indulgence of an irresistible pas- 
sion. On the general events of his wetl-known 
life it would be impertinent to dwells in a col- 
lection in which his peculiar experience as a 
lover and a gallant can Only properly form a 
part. He was son- to Marcus Antonius Creten- 
sis, and grandson of the famous orator of his 
own name, and was related to the Caesarian 
family by his mother Julia, who was a member 
of it. His birth took place B. C. 86, and at an 
early age he was distinguished for his profligacy 
and dissipation, by which he became very deeply 
in debt ; and in other respects he equally exhi- 
bited the libertine of quality, whose vices were 
set. off by considerable talent and some few vir- 
tues. He is described as possessing a digni- 
fied person, with a lofty and commanding mien ; 
a high forehead, a thick beard, an aquiline nose, 
and an appearance so altogether masculine, that 
he was often compared to the statues and por- 
traits of ^Hercules. His humour was jovial and 
lively; and he displayed so much amenity and 
address in his intercourse with the opposite sex, 
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that he was particvlarly distinguished by their 
favour. His marriage with Antonia, the daugh- 
ter of Caius Antonius, put little restraint upon 
his amof ous inclinations ; but his own indulgence 
did not prevent him from divorcing his wi^ for 
an imputed intrigue with Dolabella. He subse- 
quently married Fulvia, the termagant widow of 
Clodius, who made him feel the full weight of 
her imperious humour. The bloody proscrip- 
tions of the Triumvirate attest the profligacy and 
cruelty of this unprincipled pair; the husband 
enjoyed the base satisfaction of 6xing the head 
and right hand of Cicero upon the rostra which 
had so often witnessed the triumphs of his elo- 
quence ; previous to which the wife, in derision, 
had amused herself by passing needles through 
his once eloquent tongue. Human nature pos- 
sibly never more basely degraded itself. 

Previous to this despicable consummation of 
personal and political revenge, Antony had 
shown his utter contempt of public decency by 
traversing Apulia in a chariot drawn by lions, 
habited as Hercules, and attended by a courte- 
zan named Cytheris in the character of Om- 
phale. He was equally regardless of appear* 
ances in the whole of his conduct ; &o much so, 
that his debaucheries and open profligacy for a 
time disgusted even his patron Csesar, whose 
favour he regained only by the most shameless 
adulation and subserviency. Thus generally 
disposed, the licence which he assumed when 
he became one of the joint masters of the world, 
may be readily imagined. After the battle of 
Philippi, Antony, who remained in Asia, engaged 
in an amour with the Cappadocian princess 
Glaphyra, in favour of whose son he set aside a 
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competitor for the throne with 'touch superior 
pretensions. He soon after proceeded to Cili- 
cia, where, among other princes and princesses 
cited to appear and answer for the assistance 
which they had afforded to Brutus and Cassius, 
was the famous Cleopatra, queen of Egypt, who 
owed her crown to the love of Julius Cecsar. 
Little did he who called her before him imagine 
the misfortunes this fatal interview would draw 
after it. 

Cleopatra, one of the most celebrated women 
of antiquity, was the eldest daughter of Ptolemy 
Auletes, king of "Egypt, who on his death, B. C. 
51, bequeathed his crown to her, in conjunction 
with her brother Ptolemy, then a boy of about 
fourteen, directing them, according to the custom 
of that family, to be joined in marriage. The 
ministers of the latter, however, not only de- 
prived Cleopatra of her royalty, but expelled her 
the kingdom ; on which she retired to Syria, and 
sought to raise an army to recover her right. 
This was during the civil war between Ceesar 
and Pompey, which ended in the murder of the 
latter, who had taken refuge in Egypt, by the 
agents of Ptolemy. Soon after this cat&strophe 
the victor arrived m Egypt, and as representative 
of the Roman people took cognizance of the 
dispute between Cleopatra and her brother. It 
was on that occasion that this fascinating 
woman first essayed the power of her charms ; 
at a private interview with Ceesar, which was 
protracted throughout the night, she so im- 
pressed him with the justice of her cause, that 
he made a decree in her favour. The Alexan- 
drine war followed, which equally injured the 
fame and endangered the life of this great leader. 
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but which however terminated with the defeat of 
the Egyptians and the death of Ptolemy, who 
was drowned in the Nile. Ceesar then caused 
Cleopatra to marry another brother, also called 
Ptolemy, quite a boy, who could give nothing 
beyond a name to the joint sovereignty ; and on 
bis own part almost forgot ambition for love. 
The fruit of this intercourse was a son called 
Ceesarion, after the birth of whom Ceesar at 
length tore himself from Cleopatra, and followed 
up his lofty fate to its tragical termination. 

After the departure of C«sar, Cleopatra 
.reigned without molestation; and when her 
brother had reached the age of fourteen, she had 
him taken off by poison, and thenceforward oc- 
cupied the throne alone. When she touched the 
heart of Ceesar, she was in the bloom of youth 
and beauty ; and it was not long after that she 
proved equally attractive to the eldest son of the 
great Pompey. At the time she was cited before 
Antony, without having lost any portion of her 
beauty, she had become mature in the art of 
pleasing ; and her wit and grace in conversation 
completed the victory which was commenced by 
her personal charms. Eternally gay and amus- 
ing, she enchanted all whom she wished to please. 
'' Her company," says an ancient author, ** pos- 
sessed a charm which was irresistible ; and her 
beauty and fine mien being set off by all the 
graces and charms of conversation, she proved 
equally attractive to the heart and to the under- 
standing. Such was the sweetness and har- 
mony of her voice, it was delightful to hear her 
speak. Her tongue was like an instrument of 
m^ny strings^ all of which she could handle with 
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facility^ and draw from them at pleasure eveiy 
variety of captivating sound and expression." 

Such was the female whom Antony, in a luck- 
less hour, called before him. Confident in her 
charms and address, Cleopatra prepared for the 
Interview in a manner adapted to the taste of the 
luxurious warrior she sought to captivate, and to 
the state of a young, beauteous, and voluptuous 
eastern queen. Laden with money and magnifi- 
cent presents of ail kinds, she sailed with her 
fleet to the mouth of the Cydnus ; and her voyage 
along that river has furnished to poets and histo- 
rians a theme for the most florid description. That 
of Shakspeare is so closely copied from the ori- 
ginal sketch of Plutarch, it may be given at once 
as poetry and matter of fact : — 

The barge the tat io, like a burnish'd throne, 

Burnt in the waves ; the poop was beaten gold ; 

Purple the tails, and so perfumed, that 

The winds were loTe^sick with them ; the oari were tilror. 

Which to the time of flutes kept stroke. 

■ For her own person. 

It beggared all description ; she did lie 

In her pavilioB, cloth of gold, of tissue. 

' On each side her 

Stood pretty dimpled boys, like smiling Cupids, 
Wfth divers-coloured fans, whose wind did seem 
To glow the delicate cheeks which they did cool. 
■■ At the helm 

A teeming mermaid steers ; the silken tassels 
Swell wi& the touches of those flower-soft handb 
That yarely frame the ofiice. From (he barge 
A strange invisible perfume hits the sense 
Of the adjacent wharfs. The city cast 
Her people out upon her ; and Antony, 
Enthron'd i* the market place, did sit alone. 

The consequence of this studied and volup- 
tuous preparation was such as she expected* 
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A&tony immediatei^ became her captive; and 
Ihe impression whtdb she made by her elegance 
and splendour^ she secured and improved by her 
mental fascination. She could converse in seve* 
ral languages and on all topics, grave and gay, 
and assume any humour to suit the purposes of 
the moment* rercetving that Antony had cos* 
tracted a coarse and jovial taste from his military 
habits, she frolicked in his presence hke a sportive 
hoyden, gamed, hunted, and, to secure her con- 
quest, became a perfect Proteus. She never lost 
sight of him either night or day, and exercised 
the infinite resources of her wit and genius to 
invent new pleasures and retain him in her chains. 
In order to effect this ambitious object, she 
scrupled not to sacrifice all the decorum of sex 
and rank, to adapt herself to his vitiated incli- 
nations. A similarity of disposition rendered 
these efforts the less difficult ; for, like Antony, 
she was heifaeif luxurious, profuse, and unscru- 
pulous in regard to the removal of all impedi- 
ments to her purposes or advancement. She 
consequently abused her influence over the ena- 
moured triumvir to the worst of purposes ; and 
the unprincipled warrior was so cruel as to send 
assassins to Miletus, at her request, to murder 
her younger sister Arsinoe in the very temple in 
which she sought refuge. Having accompanied 
Cleopatra, almost as a part of her train, to Alex- 
andria, he seems to have abandoned the cares of 
empire altogether, and, immersed in a perpetual 
round of dissipation, to have become apparently 
forgetful of what was passing in the rest of the 
world. 

While thus ingloriously employed, the Par- 
thians made a rapid progress in Syria ; and great 
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trouble^ were preparittg for Antony in Italy, 
owing to the intrigues and turbulence of his for- 
gotten wife FuWia. The latter, according to the 
scandal of the day, had sought to make an im- 
pression upon the heart ofOctavius ; but, adapted 
neither by age nor personal attractions to succeed 
in such an endeavour, her advances were not 
only rejected, but Octavius himself has the credit 
of sending out some very offensive lampoons 
upon the subject, which stung this haughty and 
unruly woman most intensely. This outrage, 
addea to former injuries, induced her to excite 
Lucius, the brother of Antony, to draw the sword 
against Octavius ; although other writers are of 
opinion that she was principally moved to this 
rash step by a conviction that the quarrel must 
force Antony from the toils of Cleopatra. Octa- 
vius soon put down the attempt of Lucius ; and 
Fulvia was obliged to retire to Athens, whence 
she resorted to Sicyon to meet her husband, who 
was at length induced by tliese disturbances to 
repair to Italy. Her reception by Antony, who was 
much exasperated by her conduct, was such that, 
operating in addition to the various other morti- 
fications she had recently received, she declined 
in health, and died soon after the meeting. 

,The death of Fulvia hastened the reconciliation 
of Antony and Octavius, which was further 
oemented by the marriage of the sister of the 
latter, the young and virtuous Octavia, the 
widow of Marcellus, with the lover of Cleopatra. 
For the period of two years Antony seemed to 
have forgotten Cleopatra : and if beauty, virtue, 
and intellect, could have ensured his adherence 
to the paths of interest and duty, Octavia must 
have secured his fidelity. A new interview with 
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Cleopatra in Syria, however, at once precipitated 
him again into the labyrinth of passion from 
which he had apparently escaped ; and he not only 
offended decorum by the licentious life which he 
led with her, but injured the empire by his pro- 
fuse gifts to her of kingdoms and of provinces, 
and by the gross injustice which he committed at 
her suggestion. He put to death Antigonus, 
king of Judea, on this account, like a common 
criminal ; and obtained possession of the person 
of Artavasdes, king of Armenia^ by gross trea- 
chery, after a disgraceful campaign against the 
Parthians, in which he was forced to an ignomi- 
nious retreat. Lastly, to crown all, and com- 
pletely disgust the Romans, the amiable Octavia, 
who had set out from Rome with supplies of men 
and necessaries for his service, was not permitted 
to resort to him from Athens; after she had made 
the most tender and earnest application to him 
without effect. Steeped to the lips in amatory 
intoxication as was the infatuated Antony, he 
reproached himself for such treatment of a young 
and lovely wife, and even for a moment deter- 
mined to repair to her. The skill and coquetry 
of Cleopatra however prevailed ; and according to 
the most authentic testimony, her subtle manage- 
ment of the wayward heart of Antony was never 
exceeded under similar circumstances. She 
seemed to be the lovelorn victim of her passion 
for him ; and by abstaining from food, acquired 
the appearance of sinking under the ravages of 
'grief. She always appeared languishing and 
dejected, and he frequently surprised her in tears, 
which she hastily suppressed and affected to 
conceal, when he appeared to notice them. In* 
the meantime, her flatterers reproached him as 
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an unfeeling and insensible man, that would 
doom to death a great queen, who lived only foi 
him, in complaisance to a wife to. whom he was 
united only by reasons of state and interest. 
The charms and blandishments of Cleopatra 
finally prevailed against all the claims of reason 
and duty ; and on his return to Alexandria from 
a successful expedition in Armenia, he declared 
before the ass^nbled people, that he took the 
queen of Egypt for his wife, swore that he would 
never have any other, and at the same time made 
a distribution of provinces and kingdoms to his 
children by Cleopatra, including her son by Julius 
Csesar. Never was a sacrifice to passion greater 
or more complete. 

After a rejection so glaring, Octavia, who 
could no longer remain at Athens, departed for 
Rome, The equally-insuHed Octavius imme- 
diately ordered his sister to quit the house of her 
husband; but still hoping that Antony would 
recover from his infatuation, she implored her 
brother not to war with him on her account, and 
behaved in all respects with so much gentleness 
and moderation, that she involuntarily made the 
man who treated her with indignity more unpo- 
pular than ever. Cleopatra, on the other side, 
fearing that while even the form of a legal tie 
remained, her influence was in danger, exerted 
all her witchery to render the breach irrccon- 
cileable ; which she at length efiected by inducing 
the doting Antony to send a formal bill of divorce 
to Octavia, with orders to quit his house at Rome. 
This last piece of follv animated every Roman 
heart against him, irntated sTs the people in 
general were at his having alienated so many 
provinces in favour of a foreign princess ; not to 
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mention his disgraceful defeat by the Parthians, 
.which they attributed to the same fatal infatua- 
tion. To render him completely odious, Octavius 
obtained possession of the will of Antony, which 
he had placed in the temple of Vesta, and had 
the contents of it pubUdy read to the people. 
By this testament Antony declared Ceesarion, 
the son of the dictator by Cleopatra, the sole hekr 
of his father ; bequeathed to the queen of Egypt 
all his own territories ; ordered that, wherever he 
died, his body should be sent to her for inter- 
ment; and made other dispositions so entirely 
at war with reason, that Octavius was fully 
countenanced in the terms of his declaration of 
war -against Cleopatra, and deprivation of An- 
tony, whom he describes as a victim to sorcery 
and amorous philtres. It was not upon his col- 
league, he declared, that he turned the Roman 
arm»; but upon the eunuch Mardian, upon Po- 
thinus, and upon Iras and Charmian, the favounte 
women of Cleopatra, through whose agency the 
eastern provinces were entirely governed. There 
was little exaggeration in this declaration ; and 
the manner in which Antony acted in respect to 
hostilities, the event of which was to give a single 
master to the universe, was a striking proof it. 

Each party mustered his forces by land and 
by sea, and the Ambracian gulf became the 
theatre of this mighty contest. Followed by a 
numerous army, and die greater part of the kings 
of the east, it was for Antony to fight by land ; 
but because Cleopatra wished to be spectatress 
of the combat, against the advice of all his best 
friends and officers, he determined to engage by 
sea; a decision which stimulated several of them 
to go over to Ceesar. Irlias been thought by 



120 ILLUSTRATIONS OP LOVE. 

many, that this perfidious syren meant from the 
first to betray the man who had sacrificed so 
much for her: a presumption by no means im- 
probable, looking to the interested coquetry of 
her nature, and the hopes she might entertain of 
charming the victor in his turn. Whatever her 
intention, her conduct was equally fatal ; for the 
combat had scarcely commenced when, seized 
either with real or siffected fright, she fled with 
the whole of her fleet, composed of sixty vessels ; 
.and the infatuated Antony — ''whose heart was to 
her rudder tied by the string" — although the de* 
fection of the Egyptian fleet was by no means 
decisive, immediately steered after her in a small 
vessel, to the eternal disgrace of his warlike 
character, and thereby left the world to be con- 
tended for by men of firmer minds. His brave 
soldiers fought in their ships a long time without 
their general ; but at length his fleet was en- 
tirely mastered. His gallant land-army also held 
out for many days, unable to credit the desertion 
of their leader ; but at length, abandoned by all 
their principal ofiicers, they surrendered to Octa- 
vius, and were incorporated in his legions. 

The overwhelmed and broken-hearted Antony, 
full of shame, and indignant at the author of his 
ruin, although he had so ignominiously attended 
her flight, for some time refused to see her ; yet 
again seen, a reconciliation immediately followed, 
and he pursued his course to Lybia, where he 
had left a considerable body of troops ; but on 
his arrival he found that they had deserted to 
Octavius. This disappointment so much aflected 
him, that he was with difficulty prevented from 
stabbing himself; and, returning, to Egypt, he 
lived for some time in gloomy solitude, until hj 
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Her arts Cleopatra drew him to her palace, where 
tbey resumed their former voluptuous life, with a 
recklessness on his side which amounted to some- 
thing like a voluntary abandonment to all the 
consequences of the change of destiny his fatal 
passion had produced. Tlie conduct of Cleo- 
patra was more ambiguous; and she seems from 
this time to have been perpetually wavering be- 
tween remaining aifection for Antony and her 
own interest. The ill-timed festivity of this Circe 
and her victim was at length interrupted by the 
approach of Octavius; when Cleopatra joined 
Antony in a public attempt to treat with the 
victor, but at the same time privately instructed 
her messengers, if need be, to negociate for her 
separately. Hoping to secure the kingdom of 
Egypt for herself and children, she promised to 
put it into the hands of Octavius. The latter, 
like a coolpolitician, sought to profit by her ad- 
vances, and employed one of his freedmen, 
named Thyreus, a man of great penetration and 
address, to negociate with her; by whom he was 
treated with so much distinction, and so many 
secret conferences followed, that the suspicions 
of Antony were excited, and he ordered Thyreus 
to be scourged with rods and sent back to his 
master. In order to dissipate the doubts of her 
lover, the subtle Cleopatra affected to caress 
him more than ever ; and having just celebrated 
her own birth-day with little pomp, in con- 
formity with the present state of her fortunes, 
she solemnized that of Antony with greater mag- 
nificence than even in his prosperity, and omitted 
no art or allurement to convince him that he was 
as dear to her as heretofore. 

In the meantime Octavius, who would in 
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reality listen to no proposal, approached Alex- 
andria with his fleet and his troops ; on which 
event some sparks of Antony's former fire re- 
vived; and sallying forth at the head of his * 
cavalry, he defeated those of his adversary. Thw 
was the last effort of his expiring fortune, for he 
was immediately after abandoned a second time 
by the fleet of Cleopatra, and also by his own ] 
cavalry, who went over to Csesar. He again ^ 
with reason, believed himself betrayed by the 
arts of the woman for whom he had lost the •' 
government of half the world, and rushed towards 
her palace in order to take a summary vengeance; 
She eluded this danger by flight, and took re- | 

fuge in a strong and high tower, which she had ^ 

erected near the temple of Isis, and whither she 
conveyed a quantity of aromatic spices, woods, 
and combustibles, under the pretext of an inten- ^ 

tion to consume herself and her riches in a funeral 
pile, should the enemy gain possession of Alex- 
andria. By the construction of this retreat, she 
sought at once to lull the suspicions of Antony, ^ 

and to maintain some respect from Octavius, who 
ardently sought the possession of her person and 
riches to decorate his triumph. With that con* i 

summate art which she displayed in every en- 
counter with the - fitful and temporary rage of 
Antony, when she had safely gained this asylum, 
the latter was informed, in the midst of his pas- t 

sion and his despair, that his mistress was no | 

more. The love of Antony was now engrafted 
in his existence; and he no sooner heard the | 

news, than he exclaimed, " Cleopatra, I complain 
not that I am deprived of thee, for I shall pre- 
sently rejoin thee ; but what I grieve at is, that a 
woman should exceed a Roman leader in courage i 
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and magnanimity." Resolved upon death, he 
then called upon his faithful freedman Eros to 
perform his promise of killing him when he 
should require it. Like many profusely gene- 
rous men of an unscrupulous humour, Antony 
was much beloved by his dependents; and an 
affecting instance of attachment to him was dis- 
played on this occasion. Eros, pretending to 
comply, desired him to turn away his face ; and 
then stabbing himself, he fell dead at his mas- 
ter's feet. Animated by this example of affec- 
tionate heroism, Antony immediately threw him- 
self upon his own sword ; but the wound was not 
immediately mortal, and he was then informed 
that Cleopatra still survived. Moved by the 
ruling passion ^'strong in death,^ he ordered him 
self to be carried to the foot of the tower, into 
which he was drawn up by Cleopatra and her 
women, all other entrance having been closed 
up. A most tender scene ensued, in which it 
would be to libel human nature to suppose that 
this " serpent of old Nile" was not partly sincere; 
and Antony had the sad consolation of dying in 
the arms of a woman for whom he had not only 
lost the world, but for whom he would appa- 
rently have lost another, could another have 
been given him. 

The extent of the perfidy of Cleopatra it is 
difficult to ascertain ; but it is evident that she 
formed no immutable resolution of dying with 
her lover, and reserved a voluntary death as the 
last expedient for avoiding the disgrace of being 
led in triumph. When Proculeius, an officer of 
Octavius, found means to surprise her in the 
tower, she attempted to stab herself, but he 
prevented the stroke. This consummate coquette 
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then exerted all her skill to captivate Octavius 
but either the decay of her charms, or the cold- 
Qess of his temper, rendered this design abor- 
tive. She however gained the more inflammable 
heart of Cornelius Dolabella, the intimate friend 
of Octavius, who gave her infonnation of the 
secret preparation making for her embarkation 
for Rome. Conscious of having been the dread 
and abhorrence of the Roman people, who de- 
tested her as the cause of the civil war, she 
resolved no longer to delay her premeditated 
purpose. The bite of a small serpent called an 
asp, which she contrived to have conveyed to 
her with some fruit, was the fatal application 
selected. The poison of this reptile was said to 
induce a kind of lethargy without pain ; and the 
guards who were sent to secure her person, 
found her lying dead on a golden couch, dressed 
in her royal rojaes, with one of her women dead 
at her feet, and the- other just expiring. The 
victor, though disappointed, buried her with 
^reat pomp in the same tomb with Antony, her 
children by whom were conducted to Italy, to 
add lustre to the triumph of the conqueror. 
Antony was in his fifty- sixth year at the time of 
this catastrophe, and Cleopatra in her thirty- 
ninth. 

The amours of Antony and Cleopatra are n^ore 
interesting for their consequences than for the 
sympathies which they excite 'in respect to either 
of the parties. . The former, with some splendid 
qualities, had neither strength of understanding 
nor vigour of mind , to rank him among great 
men. He was, moreover, cruel and meanly 
revengeful ; and his occasional great generosity 
seemed too much connected with the impulsive 
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good fellowship of a bacchanalian. His intem- 
perance and love of pleasure were unbounded ; 
and it was by her skill in arranging and sharing 
in his revelry, that Cleopatra owed the com- 
mencement of her fatal ascendancy. In other 
respects the passion of Antony more resembles a 
species of dotage than of exalted regard ; and 
looking at his course of life, we may suspect 
that it was at once both the cause and the effect 
of the remarkable decay of mental and personal 
energies by which it was attended. His mature 
age gives more weight to this suspicion ; and in 
another line of life we should have contemplated 
nothing more in his history than the self-aban- 
donment of an elderly debauchee to the wiles of 
a practised wanton of more than common powers 
of fascination. Many a large estate has ex- 
perienced the fate of Antony's moiety of the 
world, many an amiable wife endured the mor- 
tifications of an Octavia ; but it must be at the 
same time confessed, that an enlargement of 
sphere supplies a multiplication of motives ; and 
Antony will probably ever stand foremost in the 
list of those who have sacrificed, on the largest 
scale, to resistless passion and amatory influence. 
With respect to Cleopatra; stripped of the 
trappings and robes of situation and station, she 
was nothing more than a beautiful and accom- 
plished coquette. Her powers of pleasing seem to 
have been precisely of the simulative kind which 
forms the essence of the character that, in a 
certain modified sense, is to be '' all things to all 
men.'' At the same time, the highest estimate 
must be formed of her mastery in her profession, 
as her fascinations produced imprudencies even 
on the part of the great and gifted Julius Csesar, 
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viiich had nearly led to his destruction ; and, 
with the exception of Octavius, no one whom 
she sought to allure seemed enabled to resist 
her. Even her perfidy appears to have been 
only of the same feminine complexion, which 
values not the lover so much as influence and 
courtship, and when these can be increased 
either by a change or diversity of attention, the 
perfidy, so called, follows of course. Thus, while 
Antony could bestow and flatter personal vanity 
and feminine ambition more than any one else, 
he was regarded accordingly ; and it is obvious 
that Octavius might have succeeded him in the 
good graces of Cleopatra, had he been so minded. 
This also is an affair of every-day life, as the 
records of passion and gallantry sufficiently 
prove ; nor is the infatuation of Antony, after his 
conviction of the faithlessness of Cleopatra very 
uncommon ; for many an entangled fly has buz- 
zed amidst the cobwebs of refined coquetry with 
similar consciousness and equal impotence of 
resolve. 

To conclude: it may be repeated that the 
loves of Antony and Cleopatra acquire distinc- 
tion and singularity rather from the loftiness of 
the scene of action than the character of the 
performers. Antony stands forward as the most 
devoted of lovers, not because he lost all — ^many 
are continually doing that — but because he had 
the most to lose. On the other hand, Cleopa- 
tras eternally exist, but they cannot always be 
queens regnant, or render fools of Roman empe- 
rors. In the affairs of sexual attachment, how- 
ever, as in everything else, accidents are various, 
while essences are immutable; and as it has 
been said that, born in a village, Ccesar would 
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ha^e been only the best wrestler on the green, 
SOy in other circumstances, Antony might have 
been simply a libertine lord, who sacrificed 
everything to marry his mistress ; and Cleopatra 
the experienced Lais who induced hhn to do so. 



APELLES. 

Ap£lle9, one of the most illustrious painters 
of antiquity, was a native of the island of Cos. 
He flourished in the time of Alexander the 
Great, who sent for him to his court, and was 
80 well pleased with his performances, it is said, 
that he ordered that Apelles alone should paint 
his picture. A love-adventure happened to this 
painter, the result of which proved how much 
Alexander was attached to him. 

It is related by Pliny and others, that amongst 
the monarch's concubines was one named Cam- 
paspe. Alexander having ordered Apelles to 
paint her in a state of nudity, because her whole 
shape was so perfectly beautiful, the sight made 
a powerful impression upon him; and being 
more occupied in gratifying his eyes than in 
finishing his work, the pencil repeatedly dropped 
from his hand, and he remained in motionless 
extacy. Alexander, who had been present at 
several of the sittings, perceiving the artist's 
embarrassment^ wished to know the cause of it, 
and was informed that love had taken posses- 
sion of the painter's soul, and prevented him 
from proceeding in his work. The king, though 
he was very fond of Campaspe, had' the gene- 
rosity to present her to Apelles; and she is said to 
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have served as the model for hh masterpiece, 
which was Venus rising from the sea, or An* 
dyomene. 

Apelles was in other respects a successful 
gallant, and looking to the complexion of some 
of the tales told of him, he was no unpractised 
libertine. He is said to have been the original 
seducer of the celebrated Corinthian courtezan 
Lais. 



APOLLONIDES. 

Apollonides, a physician 'of the island of 
Cos, the birth-place of Apelles and of Hippocrates, 
travelled for a long time in the pursuit of know- 
ledge. He cured Polycrates, tyrant of Samos, 
of a very serious disease. He was afterwards 
taken prisoner by the Persians, from whom he 
concealed for a long time his name and his pro- 
fession: at last, however, he was recognised, 
and was commanded to repair to Persepolis, to 
attend king Darius, who was suffering great 
pain from the dislocation of one of his feet. 
Apollonides succeeded in this operation, and 
attended with like success the king s wife Atossa, 
who had a cancer in her breast. For these two 
cures he received valuable presents; and was 
honoured with the favour of Darius, who admit- 
ted him to his table. 

He would have been the happiest of men, if 
in the midst of that btilliant and voluptuoas 
court he could have restrained his amorous in* 
clinations, or at least if his desires had not 
aspired so high as the king's sister Amytis, who 
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was then a widow, of uDcommon beauty, and in 
the flower of youth. His agreeable conversatioa 
and his knowledge of cosmetics procured him an 
easy access to her ; he had, however, the pru- 
dence to dissemble the sentiments with which 
she inspired him. But Amytis happened to fall 
into a languishing sickness ; and the passion of 
Apollonides acquired additional strength from 
the consequent frequency of his visits. Not- 
withstanding all the .pains which he took, and 
all the resources of his art, this amiable princess 
was fading away like a rose torn from its stem, 
and was grieved and terrified at the approach of 
death. 

One day when she was alone with Apollo- 
nides, she was deploring the fate which con- 
demned her to perish in the prime of life, 
surrounded by so many pleasures, by so many 
delights. " Ah f ' exclaimed she, in the over- 
flowing of her grief, '' My dear Apollonides, I 
conjure you to use every endeavour— employ all 
your skill — save me — save me!" Apollonides 
was so much affected, that he replied only with 
a deep sigh. *' Ah !" continued she, '' I see 
how it is — I am lost — you despair of my reco- 
very — is there then no remedy?'* " Perhaps," 
answered he, '* there is one, the efEcaciousness 
of which I know ; but how shall I venture to 
propose it to you V ' Amytis, whose hopes were 
revived by these words, insisted upon knowing 
this remeay. Apollonides cast down his eves, 
and remained silent ; but the princess redoubling 
her importunities, and at last commanding him, 
he declared (either because he thoue;ht so, or, 
which is more probable, because his passion 
impelled him) that this last and only resource 
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which mif^ht restore her to health, vas the 
enjoyment of love and marriage. On hearing 
this the young princess blushed; and in the 
expression of her countenance, modesty, doubt 
and hope, were seen striving against each other. 
'^ I know," continued ApoUonides, '^ that the 
pr^udices of decency and virtue appear to con- 
demn the use of such a specific : but your life is 
so precious, so dear to all Persia, that I do not 
hesitate to advise it. In short, ApoUonides sup- 
ported his prescription by such convincing 
language, cast such tender and expressive 
glances upon the princess, and life is so dear, 
that this daughter and sister of kings finally 
yielded to the counsels and the desires of her 
physician. 

But Amy tis, like a victim crowned with flowers 
at the moment of its immolation, only declined 
the faster, until her mournful and hopeless situa- 
tion became obvious to all who approached her. 

When the tears, the consternation, and the 
silence of those who surrounded the princesa, 
had made her sensible of her extreme danger, 
despair took possession of her soul, and she 
could not reconcile herself to her fate. She 
attributed her death to the treachery of Apollo* 
nides, the secret of which^ in her anguish, she 
imparted to her mother, though she soon after 
repented of having done so, and asked pardon 
for the offender. It was promised her ; but the 
promise was not fulfilled; for Darius was too 
much irritated at his crime. ApoUonides was 
condemned to be entombed alive in a cave* 
B. C. 420. 

This, we believe, is not the only instance of 
this species of delinquency; though perhaps it 
has not often been so signally punished. 
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ARABELLA (THE LADY), 

Arabella Stuart, usually cdled the lady 
Arabella, one of the most unhappy and ianoceat 
▼ictims OR record of reigning: jealousy and stale 
policy, was the only child of Charles Dtnart, earl 
^ of Loinox, younger brother to Henry, lord Dam- 
ley, husband to Mary qneen of Scots. &ke was, 
tnecefore, cousin-german to James I, to whom, 
preyionsly to his having children, she stood next 
in blood for the crown of England, being great 
grand-daughter to Henry VII, by the second mar^ 
riage of his daughter Margaret, queen of Scot- 
land, with the earl of Lennox. James had biaa- 
aelf a priority in the same descent on both mar- 
riages, by his mother on the first, and by his lather 
on the second. The earl of Lennox died young; 
and, as if to add to the mournful peculiarity of 
her lot, his daughter received an excellent educa- 
tion* Her proximity to the throne was the source 
of all her misfortunes. Elizabeth, who never lost 
sight of the claims which might arise out of here- 
ditary pretensions, for some time before her de- 
cease held the lady Arabella under restraint, and 
refased the request of the king of Scots to give 
her in marriage to the duke of Lennox, his kins- 
man ; an offer, by the way, made with a view to 
remove her from England, and a party unfavour- 
able to the Scotti;^ succession. The pope had 
likewise formed the design of raising her to the 
throne by uniting her with liie duke of Savoy, 
which project is said to have been listened to by 
Henry IV of France", to prevent the union of 
England and Scotland. Whatever jealoiuiies 
these rumours or intentions might have excited 

6» 
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before the accession^ they might probably have 
subsided afterwards, but for the ill-concerted 
conspiracy of some English noblemen, who, in- 
dignant at the Scottish ascendancy, plotted to 
set aside James in favour of Arabella. The 
detection of this conspiracy, of which the latter 
was altogether innocent, aided by a clandestine 
sacrifice to an imprudent but honourable passion, 
ultimately proved her destruction. 

It was soon after this event discovered, not 
only that a mutual passion existed between the 
lady Arabella and Mr William Seymour, second 
son to the earl of Hertford, but that they had for 
some time past been secretly married. This 
union, which was. of a nature rather to weaken 
than advance any royal pretensions on the part 
of Arabella, produced, on the contrary, exceeding 
jealousy ; and, against all law and reason, the 
young husband and wife were arrested and sent 
to the Tower of London, After a year's im- 
prisonment, although under the care of different 
keepers, they not only managed to keep up a 
correspondence, but to make their escape at the 
same timei When acquainted with the circum- 
stance, the court was seized with alarm, and a 
proclamation was issued for their apprehension. 
Arabella had escaped in man's apparel from a 
house near Highgate, whence she was to have 
been sent the next day to Durham. Having 
arrived at Blackwall about six in the evening, a 
boat was prepared to receive her, and another 
filled with baggage for herself and husband. 
They rowed first to Woolwich, then pro- 
ceeded to Gravesend, and at the dawn of day 
reached Lee, where they perceived at anchor, a 
mile beyond them, a French barge which waited 



ARABELLA* 133 

.their coming^. Here the lady Arabella was de- 
siroua of staying for her husband ; but» through 
the importunity of her companions she was in- 
duced to go on, by which unfortunate step Mr 
Seymour missed the vessel. A pinnace was in 
the meantime dispatched by government; and the 
barge, lingering in expectation of Seymour, was 
overtaken, and after receiving thirteen shots 
from the pinnace, was obliged to strike. 

The unfortunate Arabella, who in the midst of 
her distress rejoiced at the escape of her husband, 
was immediately remanded to the Tower. The 
sequel of her story is peculiarly mournful. Rigidly 
and closely confined^ the victim at the same time 
of both love and despair, her reason finally gave 
way; and this innocent and much injured woman, 
after a confinement of a few years, fell a martyr 
to the ignoble fears of a king and kinsman, m 
the thirty-eighth year of her age. She expired, 
not without suspicion of poison, on the 27th of 
September, 1615. 

. While the fate of Mary queep of Scots has 
excited universal sympathy, that of her more 
innocent and equally i)l-fated kinswoman has 
been but little regarded, although far more in- 
excusably sacrificed by James, to precisely the 
same stat^ maxims to which his mother fell a 
victim^. Heason and reflection however will 
deem a far higher tribute of regret due to the per- 
secuted Arabella, than to the indefensible Mary 
Stuart; whose coffins, it may incidentally be 
remarked, are placed one upon the other in the 
vaults of Westminster Abbey. The lady Ara- 
bella possessed talents of a superior order, as is 
proved by her manuscript productions in the 
possession of the marquis of Hertford, and by 
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Others which have been printed in the ' Harieian 
Miscellany.' From a picture of her, taken when 
thirteen years of age, it appears that she was 
then in person very pleasing, possessing a fair 
complexion, full grey eyes, and long flaxen hair 
flowing to her waist. Her husband wras sub- 
sequently recalled, and adhering to the Stuarts 
through all their fortunes, was restored by 
Charles II to the title of his great grand-father, 
the protector, and made duke of Somerset. 



ARDRES. 

At the time when France was agitated by 
intestine troubles, and by the war agamst Spain, 
the Rambure reginient of infantry, consisting of 
about fourteen hundred men, was placed in 
garrison in the town of Ardres. Tney soon 
became objects of fear and hatred to the inha- 
bitants, on account of the excesses of all kinds 
which they committed: and the officers, who 
should have repressed these disorders, encou- 
raged them by their example. In vain did the 
marquis de Rouville, governor of the place, com- 
plain to the minister; his complaints were not 
listened to. Being at a loss how to act in order 
to remedy the evil, he one morning assembled 
the officers of the regiment, and gave them to 
understand, that if in future they did not use 
their endeavours to restrain their soldiers, he 
should feel himself under the necessity of taking, 
without waiting for the orders of the court, the 
most prompt and decisive measures for bringing' 
them to their duty. 
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This threat, which the governor had it in his 
power to carry into effect, by calling in the 
trained militias from the neighbourhood, induced 
the officers of the regiment to promise compli- 
ance; but they internally resolved to revenge 
themselves of a governor who was bold enough 
to endeavour to repress the licence to which they 
were accustomed. Being unsusceptible of the 
feelings of honour by which they ought to have 
been guided, and strangers to love of country, 
they did not scruple to take the flagitious reso- 
lution of giving up the town to the Spanish 
garrison at St Omer. One of them was sent 
over to the enemy to concert the necessary mea- 
sures for putting him in possession of Ardres. 
The day was fixed, and it seemed as if nothing 
could oppose the success of this infamous 
treachery, when love intervened to prevent its 
accomplishment, and procure the punishment of 
the guilty. 

One Pierre Rose, an inhabitant of Ardres, 
who kept the inn at the sign of the Dauphin in 
that town, had a young and pretty daughter, 
named Francaise. A young ofHcer of the regi«r 
ment of Rambure, who had nothing in common 
with the other officers but his serving under the 
same colours^ was violently in love with this 
young woman, whose prudence was equal to her 
beauty. Having at last determined to marry 
her without the knowledge of his comrades, hie 
waited only for the removal of the regiment to 
carry his purpose into effect : he took his meals 
with them at the father's house, without allowing 
them to form any suspicion of his understanding 
with Francaise to her family. Four days before 
that fixed upon for delivering up the town, as he 
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foresaw that those to whom he was about to be 
so nearly allied would be no more spared than 
the rest, he called Rose aside ; and on pretence 
of the fine weather, and the occasion which there 
was, after a long illness which Francaise had 
suffered, for her to take the air, he advised him 
to go with her the next morning, and spend « 
few days at the village of Rpdelinghem, three 
quarters of a league from the town, where Rose 
had a small property.. 

Rose, being astonished at a proposal which 
the uneasy and embarrassed air of his future 
son-in-law made appear additionally mysterious, 
urged him, in concert with his daughter, to 
declare the reasons for this advice, which sur- 
prised them the more, as the captain very well 
knew that Rose's duties as an innkeeper would 
not permit him to absent himself, especially at 
that moment. This objection so disconcerted 
the officer, that Francaise used all her influence 
to persuade him to explain himself more clearly. 
The tears of one whom we love seldom fail to 
move us; and Francaise was so tenderly be- 
loved, that her lover, though certain of the 
fate which he must expect if he should be 
suspected of having revealed this important 
secret, declared to his mistress and to her father, 
that on the following Sunday^ during the mass 
at the parish church, which was usually attended 
by the military staff, the municipal body, and 
the judicial authorities of the town, and by most 
of the principal inhabitants, the Rambure regi- 
ment was to take possession of the three prin-i- 
cipal doors of the church, to enter it with fixed 
bayonets, and kill all that were there; then to 
disperse themselves over the town, which they 
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were to plunder and set fire to, before opening 
the gates to the Spanish troops in ambuscade in 
the wood of Montoise, who were ready to appear 
at the. first signal of the conspirators. 

Frightful as the relation of such a story must 
have been. Rose had self-command enough not 
to appear ^traordinarily agitated by it. He re- 
proved his daughter for her too violent alarm, 
made her sensible of the extreme importance of 
keeping the secret which had just been confided 
to them, and represented to her that the slightest 
indiscretion on her part might endanger the life 
of her lover. He concluded with begging of 
the officer to employ all his influence with his 
comrades to procure the exemption of his house 
from the intended general pillage ; and then, on 
pretence of going to prepare all things for the 
journey to Rodehnghem, he prayed the lover to 
remain with Francaise, to calm her apprehen- 
sions concerning the result of this afiair. 

The brave and honest Rose, whose resolution 
had been taken the moment that the secret was 
imparted to him, hastened to the governor's 
house ; and after requesting a private audience, 
informed him of wh^t hiEid just come to his 
knowledge. This terrible news required the 
adoption of the promptest measures, as the 
interval was so short. After taking all the pre- 
cautions that the circumstances would admit of, 
the marquis de Rouville invited the superior 
ofiicers of the Rambure regiment to dinner: 
when the dessert was served up, and the ladies, 
according to ancient custom, had withdrawn, 
the commanding officer of the citadel ordered 
the conspirators to surrender their swords. On 
their refusal, a number of soldiers, concealed in 
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the neighbouring apartments, rushed in all at 
once, surrounded tne traitors, slew tbem, and 
threw their bodies into the public square. From 
thence they went to join the towns-people, who 
had been furnished with arms, and proceeded to 
kill or arrest the remainder of the officers and 
the soldiers of the regiment, who had put them- 
selres in. such a posture of defence as the tumult 
and surprise had permitted. 

Poor Fraiicaise's lover was found covered 
with wounds in the passage of his mistress's 
house, stretched upon the bodies of three of his 
comrades, against whom he had defended its 
entrance. This lovely girl, after witnessing the 
exploits and death of her lover, survived his loss 
only a few days. As for the brave Rose> whose 
zeal, itttdligence, and fidelity, appeared to de- 
serve the most signal recompense, he could never 
obtain any from cardinal Mazarin, who then 
governed France, except some of those promises 
which he was accustomed to make in great 
emergencies, but which he scarcely ever per- 
formed. A»D. 1655. 



ARNAUD. 

A&KAVD DE MATELL,bom at Perigord in the 
twelfth c^itury, being disgusted with the pro- 
fession of a notary, devoted himself entirely to 
poetry, and became a troubadour. He had an 
agreeable person, and, as the historian says, the 
talent de bkn trouver, de bien chanter, et dc 
lire des remans; that is to say, he composed 
with facility, had a fine voice, and told a story 
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with ease and grace ; which qualifications were 
quite sufficient to enable him to appear with 
advantage in the different courts of the kingdom. 
The first at which he presented himself was that 
of Adelaide, daughter of Raymond V, count of 
Toulouse, and wife of Roger 11, surnamed Tail«- 
lefer, viscount of Beziers. 

The flattering manner in which Arnaud was 
received by the countess of Beziers, awoke his 
warmest and most tender feelings ; which feel- 
ings he himself expressed in all his poems with 
but one exception. 

** I did not foresee,^ says he, *' when I came 
hither, that I should have to pay so dear for the 
pleasure of approaching the presence of so much 
grace and beauty. I now feel how true is the 
saying, that he who would warm himself is 
liable to be burned. I love, yet dare not declare 
it. I am condemned to fly from her whom I 
adore, lest my looks should betray my secret : 
she would never pardon their indiscreet temerity. 
Yet I have at least the satisfaction of contem- 
plating her in my heart, which represents her 
image to me like a mirror. Everything reminds 
me of her-— everything brings her before my 
eyes: the freshness of the air, the enamel of tlie 
fields, the bloom of the flowers, eadi bringing to 
remembrance some one of her charms, invitee 
me to sing of her. Thanks to the jexaggerations 
of the troubadours, I ani at liberty to praiee her. 
I may say with impunity that she is the most 
beautiful lady in the world. If they had not 
applied this epithet, I should not hav6 dared to 
apply it so truly to her whom I love.'' 

Arnaud did in effect sing of the countess 
under figurative names, and was careful not 
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to affix his awn to the pieces which he ad<^ 
dressed to her; hut Adelaide recognised both 
the author and herself, in spite of all his fic- 
tions. Far from appearing insensible to praises 
so ingeniously turned, she rewarded him withi 
presents, and permitted him to make her the 
heroine of his verses. Thus did the ladies of 
that age, while they intrusted the championship 
of their beauty to a knight, who maintained its 
excellence sword-in-hand, commission a poet to 
celebrate it by his pen. This double usage gave 
birth at once to the romances of chivalry, and to 
songs of eallantry. 

Arnaud at first felt only the delightful honour 
of this commission, without foreseeing its danger. 
He enjoyed the privilege of being constantly 
near the countess; and some obliging words, 
with which she paid his poetry, inspired him with 
the most violent passion. '< My reason/^ says 
he, '' opposes my inclination ; it tells me that it 
little befits me to aspire to such a conquest : I 
should leave to kings the honour of sighing for 
her. But then, does not love make all condi- 
tions equal ? Has not Ovid declared it so ? — ^He 

who loves is worthy of pleasing My heart," 

says he in another place, '< is worth as much as 
that of a count, a duke, or a king ; the loftiness 
of its desires is proof enough of its nobility : 
to entertain views worthy of a sovereign, is to 
be equal to one." 

Some gracious looks of the countess increased 
Arnaud*s confidence. He should have con* 
sidered that they were but a tribute paid to 
custom, and to the desire of being the heroine - 
of a poet; but he presumed that since Adelaide 
had not rejected the protestations of his attach- 
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tnent, she might at length become disposed to 
requite it. He thenceforward grew bolder, and 
gave free scope to his imagination. He wrote 
two songs, containing the most lively expres- 
sion of his desires, which however go no further 
than to obtain a kiss from the beautiful Adelaide. 

In that age the. love of poetry, and the talent 
of the poet, in some measure superseded the 
distinctions of rank ; so that the countess was 
not afraid to listen to the wishes of the ena- 
moured troubadour. Nor, had the count of Be- 
ziers happened to be acquainted with the circum- 
stance, would it have occasioned any surprise. 
Margaret of Scotland, wife to the dauphin, after- 
wards Louis XI, passing through a room where 
Alain Chartier was asleep, kissed him on the 
toouth ; and the courtiers were only astonished 
at this action on account of the poet's ugliness. 

This fatal kiss which Arnaud received at first 
increased his happiness, because it increased his 
love. ** Adelaide's whole form,'' says he, " was 
engraven in my soul from the moment that I felt 
the approach of her lips; since then I have 
passed all my days in conversing with her, and 
all my nights in beholding her." 

But soon his inflamed imagination overstepped 
all bounds. In vain did Adelaide, who, though 
she had no objection to grant him the favours 
authorised by custom, was very far from allow- 
ing him any criminal ones, arm herself with the 
most imposing severity; Arnaud could not re- 
press the emotions of his impassioned breast. 
He composed another song, in which he exclaims 
in a transport of passion and grief, — ** I float in 
a sea of desire; it is become my element, as 
water is that of the fish : but 1 shall ever desire 
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.ia vain, since I desire alone ; for she yrhom | 
love is deaf to my prayers. Lions may be 
tamed, but. nothing can soften her rigour; 
jievertheless, I endure without complaining a 
fate which bows me to the earth. Can I in- 
deed believe myself wretched? I love, and I 
desire — Oh, love ! if I speak thus of thy pains, 
what shall I say of thy pleasures?" 

Meanwhile, Alphonso IV, then reignmg in 
Castile, fell in love with the countess of Beziera. 
That powerful sovereign was jealous of a simple 
troubadour; nor is this to be wondered at, see- 
ing that the favourites of the Languedocian 
houses might aspire to please the greatest prin- 
cesses. Alphonso required that Arnaud should 
desist from seeing and writing verses to Ade- 
laide, and requested of the countess that she 
would forbid him to remain at her court. The 
unfortunate lover accordingly received an order 
from the countess to depart, and to desist from 
celebrating her in his poetry. He retired to the 
residence of William VIII, seigneur of Mont- 
pellier, and there he poured fprth his grief ia 
another piece of poetry: — 

" Let it not be said that the soul is moved 
only through the eyes. Mine no longer behold 
her whom I love, yet does my soul cling to the 
treasure which I have lost. They have driven 
me from her presence ; but my heart shall re- 
main for ever attached to her by ties which 

nothing can break Oh ! happy spot which 

she inhabits," he elsewhere adds ; '' when shall 
I be permitted to revisit you ? Ami doomed 
never even to see any one who dwells near you ? 
A peasant who should come from her castle 
would in my eyes be a person of importance. 
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Oh! that I were banished to a desert^ might 
I but meet her there; the wilderness would be 
to me a paradise V 

From this gentle and tender sorrow, which 
does not break out into reproaches, Arnaud soon 
passed to despair ; and uttered bitter complaints, 
now against his enemies, and then against her, 
who, after causing his wretchedness, had aban* 
doned him to the rigour of his fate. *^ I have 
no longer any tie,'^ says he, *' to anything upon 
earth — I have no longer a friend ; nor have I 
now anything to love." 

This reflection gradually led him to moralize; 
and he terminated his poetical career with a 
piece of about four hundred lines, whereia ke 
sets forth the maxims which he lays down as the 
rule of conduct. He is believed to have died at 
Montpellier, before the countess of Beziers, who 
appears hot to have survived the year 1201. 

It may be suspected, notwithstanding the 
occasional protection and encouragement of 
these poetical lovers of the middle ages, that in 
reality the ladies regarded them as appendages 
of a kindred nature to their dwarfs or lap-dogs. 
What renders this more probable was Uie 
general absence of jealousy in the knightly 
husband. Now and then, no doubt, nature 
would break through the fantastic platonism of 
this order of adoration, and passion supersede 
the suggestions of rank and decorum; but in 
general the tuneful gallantry of the troubadour 
borrowed more from the head than the heart, 
and was received by the selected idol with gra- 
tified but passionless vanity. 
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ARNOUD (SOPHIA). 

A BRIEF account of this celebrated French 
actress, opera dancer, and singer, not less dis-^ 
tinguished for her wit and gallantry than for her 
professional talents, is not unamusing, and will 
at least shew what was once, and probably still 
is, called love in Paris. She was born in that 
capital in 1740, and made her debut on the stage 
of the Italian opera at the age of seventeen. She 
became the first actress of that theatre, and the 
object of general admiration among its male 
visitors. But the count de Lauraguais, well 
known for his wit, his literary abilities, his whim- 
sical projects, and even for his absurdities, ap- 
pears to have been the person with whom she 
nrst formed a serious attachment. This passion, 
which seemed to originate in something more 
than mere vanity, was demonstrated on the part 
of the enamoured count by the most extravagant 
generosity; which however did not counter- 
balance, in the estimation of his mistress, that 
most tormenting and terrible of all failings in a 
lover, an irritable and immeasurable jealousy of 
disposition. The lady, teased, distracted, and 
rendered miserable by the reproaches, suspicions, 
and even injuries, which were the perpetual result 
of his jealous temper, resolved to part with so 
troublesome an admirer, notwithstanding he was 
so amiable and so generous. 

She took advantage of the absence of M. de 
Lauraguais, during a journey he made to Geneva, 
to break off her connexion with him. She sent 
to his lady the countess all the jewels and trin- 
kets which he had presented to her, and also a 
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coach with two children which she had had by 
him ; — a mode of proceeding exceedingly unususd 
among women of her class, who make no scruple 
to desert their lovers, but take care to retain the 
proofs of their liberality. To secure herself from 
the anger of the count, mademoiselle Amoud 
kept herself concealed, and even put herself under 
the protection of the minister of police, M. de St 
Florentin. 

It is scarcely possible to describe the state of 
madness into which this rupture threw M. de 
Lauraguais. All Paris was overwhelmed with 
his lamentations. At length the violence of his 
passion subsided, and was succeeded by the calm 
of reason. An interview took place between him 
and his mistress, in which he declared that he 
should never forget how dear she had been to him ; 
and as a proof of his regard, he sent her a deed of 
settlement for an annuity of two thousand crowns. 
On the refusal of mademoiselle Amoud to accept 
it, the countess de Lauraguais interfered. She 
sohcited the actress not to refuse a donation in 
which she joined with her husband; and she 
added that mademoiselle need not be uneasy 
about her infants, for that she would herself take 
care of them. So singular an offer could scarcely 
fail to take effect, and the present was accepted. 

The office of lover to so attractive an actress 
could not long remain vacant. Mademoiselle 
Arnoud met with several admirers desirous to suc- 
ceed M. de Lauraguais, and at length accepted M. 
fiertin, of the Academy of Belles Lettres, author of 
the ' Island of Fools,' and treasurer of escheats. 
He spared no expense to deserve her affection ; but 
prodigal as he was, the excess of his generosity 
could not triumph over a passion which had 
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never been extinguished. Love still reigned in 
the heart of the lady ; the defects of her first 
admirer disappeared, and she forgot his crimes. 
Love at length reunited two lovers, who, more 
attached to each other than ever, presented to 
the public an event which became the talk of all 
Paris. The unfortunate Bertin, ashamed of his 
tenderness, and piqued at the fickle conduct of 
his perfidious mistress, was in the most cruel 
despair. 

Some time after, M. de Lauraguais was 
arrested and put in confinement, on account of 
something he had written which displeased the 
court. His wife and family in vain solicited his 
pardon. The tender Arnoud, having played at 
Versailles the part of Cephise in the opera of 
* Dardanus,' and perceiving the lively impression, 
she had made, threw herself at the feet of the 
duke de Choiseul, to demand of him the libe- 
ration of her Dardanus. If she did not obtain 
on the spot what she requested, she contributed 
not a little to his restoration to liberty, a circum- 
stance which served to strengthen his passicm. 

Two years after, mademoiselle Robbe, a beau- 
tiful woman and accomplished dancer, made her 
debut at the opera. M. de Lauraguais was smitten 
with her charms, and he made mademoiselle 
Arnoud acquainted with the impression she had 
made. This confidential communication was 
received with the same degree of philosophy with 
which it was imparted. The lady undertook to 
trace this new passion, and to learn the progress 
of it from the mouth of her inconstant lover. One 
day, when she asked him where he had been, he 
acknowledged he had been paying his devoirs to 
his new divinity, and complained that he was 
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distressed to observe that a knight of Malta was 
constantly near her. " A chevalier of Malta !'' 
cried mademoiselle Amoud ; '* you have reason 
enough, M« le Count, to dread such a man ; for 
it is his employment to drive away intidels/' 

Hiis happened about 1765; and three years 
after, M. de Lauraguais was guilty of a more 
marked infidelity to mademoiselle Amoud, in 
consequence of a fresh attachment to mademoi- 
selle Heinel, a celebrated opera-dancer. An 
unlucky accident empoisoned the pleasures of 
4!he inconstant count: mademoiselle Heinel was 
affected with a disease of the skin, which was 
readily communicated ; in consequence of which 
it was facetiously remarked, that she had made 
her lover a Scotch prince. 

It appeals that, six years after, M. de Laura- 
guais had not forgotten his tender passion for 
mademoiselle Amoud ; at least it served him as 
a pretext for a pleasantry of rather a bold de- 
scription, played off at the expense of a new 
admirer of the lady. He procured a consulta* 
tion of four doctors of the faculty of medicine, 
and demanded their opinion, whether it was pos- 
sible for a person to perish of ennui? They 
decided in the affirmative, and signed the attesta- 
tion to their decision with the utmost solemnity. 
The family of Brancas, to which M.de Lauraguais 
belonged,' had numbered among its members 
many vapourish, melancholy, and hypochondriac 
persons; and the doctors, taking it for granted 
that the subject of the enquiry was some relative 
of the count, decided that the only remedy to 
cure the malady complained of, was to remove 
from the patient every object which might cause 
inertia and stagnation. Provided with this pro- 
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fessional opinion, formally drawn up, the face- 
tious nobleman went before a commissary of 
justice, to carry a complaint against the prince 
d'Henin, deposing that he was continually beset* 
ting mademoiselle Arnoud, and that he would 
infallibly cause that actress to perish with ennui, 
and thus deprive the public in general, and him- 
self in particular, of one whose preservation was 
so desirable : he consequently required that the 
prince should be restrained from visiting her, 
until she should be perfectly recovered from the 
ennui with which she was attacked, and which, 
according to the decision of the faculty, must 
otherwise prove fatal. 

The same prince d'Henin having found with 
mademoiselle Arnoud the chevalier Gluck, who 
was amusing her with music, together with other 
performers, he was displeased at her seeing so 
much company. He displayed his ill humour 
by railing at music and at the musician ; and so 
far piqued the self-love of the latter that, burst- 
ing with anger, he sat still on his chair, without 
shewing the least attention to the prince. This 
nobleman, remarking his want of respect, said, 
". I thought it was the custom in France, when 
any one, and especially a man of quality, entered 
the room, to salute him." Gluck immediately 
got up, and going to the prince, replied, ** The 
custom in Germany, monsieur, is not to rise and 
salute persons for whom we have no esteem ;** 
and while the prince was muttering his com- 
plaints, the chevaher, turning to mademoiselle 
Arnoud, said, ^' Since you are not your own mis- 
tress, I will leave you, and not return again." 

This occurred in 1774 : some years afterwards 
appeared the following quatrain, the wit of which. 
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eonsisdng of a play upon words, would be lost 
in translation : — 

DepuiB qu'anpr^x de ta eatin 

Tu fait jfne r6)e des plus minces, 

Tn tf* ei plus le prince d*Henin, (det nains,) 

Mais seulement le nain des princes. 

The lady so politely designated in these verses 
was mademoiselle Amoud. The prince, learning 
that the writer was M. de Champcenets, captain 
of the guards to the count d'Artois, complained 
of his conduct ; and he was condemned by the 
king to be banished for two years, part of which 
time, however, he was permitted to spend in 
travelling. 

Mademoiselle Amoud, who retired from the 
stage in 1778, was distinguished for the number 
and smartness of her bon mots, a collection of 
which was published at Paris in 1813. 



ARRIA. 

This noble Roman lady, celebrated at once 
for her heroic courage and conjugal affection, 
was the wife of Csecinus Peetus, a man of con- 
sular dignity in the reign of the emperor 
Claudius. Several anecdotes of her are recorded 
by Pliny the Younger, which evince the elevated 
tenderness of her nature. Her husband and son 
were attacked at the same time by a dangerous 
illness, to which the latter, a youth of the 
greatest promise, fell .a sacrifice. Arria con- 
cealed his death from his sick father, and 
answered his enquiries with apparent pleasure, 
while her heart was torn with grief, Peetus, 
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having joined in a conspiracy with Furins Ca- 
millus Scribonianus, commanding in Dalmatia, 
in a rebellion against the emperor Claudius^ 
was taken prisoner and carried to Rome for trial. 
Thither Arria, who had petitioned in vain to 
accompany him, followed in a fisherman's bark, 
which she hired to pursue the vessel in which 
he was conveyed. On their arrival at Rome, 
she employed every means in her power to pro- 
cure the pardon of her husband, who, according 
to some historians, was condemned to die, but 
allowed to choose the manner of his death. 
Failing in her endeavours, she resolved not to 
survive him. Perceiving the hesitation of Pce- 
tus, and convinced of his hopeless situation, 
she tenderly embraced him, and at the same 
moment seizing his poniard, plunged it into her 
own bosom^ from which she drew it covered with 
blood, and presented it to her husband with 
these words, so celebrated by the admiration of 
all antiquity : " Non dokty P<et€** — " Peetus, it 
is not painful." Martial has made this scene the 
subject of the following noted epigram: — 

Casto «uo g^adinm cum tradcret Arria Psto, 
Qaem de Tuceribus traeerat ipsa snis, 
Si qua fides Tulnus quod feci noa dolet, inquit; 
Sed quod tu facies, hoc mihi, Pftte, dolet. 

When from her breast fair Arria drew the sword, 
And held it reeking to her much-lorM lord, 
Pstus, she cried, no pain oppresses me ; 
J/y wound is nothing, but I feel for thee. 

There is doubtless something ingenious in the 
turn here given, but it is at the same time ob- 
vious, that it detracts from the noble simplicity 
of tbe real address, which, on Roman principles 
for pathos and magnanimity is scarcely to be 
-exceeded. 
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ARTEMISIA. 

This celebrated queen of Caria was both the 
sister and -wife of Mausolus ) for in those days — » 

Sach mixture was not held a stain. 

Mausolus^ having reigned twenty-five years, died 
without issue, towards the end of the 106th 
Olympiad ; on which occasion his widow, a 
woman of great qualities, but still more distin- 
guished for her conjugal affection, caused a very 
magnificent tomb to be erected to his memory, 
which was popularly reckoned one of the seven 
wonders of the world. Hence the appellation 
of ' mausoleum ' has been since given to all 
sumptuous structures of the same kind. Pliny 
has left a particular description of this stately 
monument, the architect of which was named 
Scopas. Not satisfied with this public testimony 
of respect and affection, it is recorded that Arte- 
misia daily mingled the ashes of her husband 
with water, and swallowed them, that she might 
become his living tomb. She also proposed 
prizes of great value to such as should excel in 
making the panegyric of Mausolus; on which 
occasion Isocrates entered the lists with his 
pupil Theopompus, who obtained the victory* A 
tragedy, entitled Mausolus, was also composed 
by Theodectes of Phaselides, 

Artemisia is said to have pined herself into a 
consumption,, which terminated her existence 
within two years from the death of her husband. 
It is however affirmed by some writers, that she 
did not allow unavailing sorrow to prevent her 
from governing with energy, and that she ob- 
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tained more than one victory over the enemies of 
Caria. It is indeed related by Vitruyius, that 
she not only defeated an attempt of the Rho- 
dians to dethrone her, but personally headed an 
expedition against that island, which completely 
succeeded. Bayle cannot think that a woman 
who evinced so much energy and activity^ could 
fall a victim to tenderness and sorrow ; but it is 
with equal justice observed by a writer of the 
softer sex, that ereat passions seldom break out 
in weak or ignoble minds, and that the benevo- 
lent affections, exalted to a certain height, acquire 
a strong tincture of heroism. The g^ief of the 
widow of Mausolus is described to be of an ardent 
and enthusiastic nature, — a sentiment which 
keeps the mind in a state of restless inquietude, 
and, however fatal in the sequel, by no means 
precludes the temporary exercise of the most 
active ener^es and the most animated exertions. 



ARTOIS, THE COUNT D' 

(now CHAELES X.) 

Ak adventure of this prince in the earlier part 
of his life shews that he was then what is usually 
called a man of gallantry; and that circumstance, 
notwithstanding his high rank, led to what is si- 
milarly termed an affair of honour. The duke of 
Bourbon, son of the prince of Cond6, had married 
mademoiselle d'Orleans, sister of the duke of 
Orleans who was so unhappily distinguished 
during the French revolution. Among the ladies 
in the train of that princess was a young and 
beautiful woman named madame de Canillac. 
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The young duke de Bourbon wag smitten with 
bar charmSy and having triumphed over her vir- 
tue, he took no pains to conceal the intrigue ; 
which coming to die knowledge of his wife, she 
treated her rival so harshly as to induce her to 
leave her service. 

This transaction being talked of, the count 
d'Artois became anxious to behold the beauty 
who bad caused so much jealousy. Having seen 
her, he became attached to her, and easily 
replaced her former admirer, who indeed was 
by that time tired of his mistress. The count 
being one evening with madame de Canillac at 
a masked ball at the opera, she pointed out to 
him the duchess de Bourbon; and he, heated 
with wine, assured her that he would immediately 
avenge the injuries of which she complained. The 
duchess was attended by a gentleman who was 
the brother-in-law of madame de Canillac. The 
count, pretending to mistake the lady whom he 
conducted for a female of light character, joined 
them, and addressed to her very insulting pro- 
posals. The duchess, highly displeased that 
any one should take such a liberty with her, 
determined to know who was her persecutor, and 
hastily lifted the lower part of the count's mask. 
He was enraged at her temerity ; and forgetting 
the respect due to a woman of character, he laid 
hold of her mask, and tore it in two. She had 
recognised his royal highness, and prudently 
determined to take no more notice of the affair. 
Unfortunately the count, instead of imitating her 
inoderation, boasted of his conduct; and the 
whole house of Cond6, making it a common 
cause, went to the king to complain, and demand 
satisfaction for the insult* His majesty replied, 
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that his brother was a fool to behave in such a 
manner, but he offered no other reparation. The 
duchess of Bourbon from that time went no more 
into public. The prince her husband, going to 
de Maurepas, the prime minister, delivered to 
him a memoir addressed to the king, saying that 
if his majesty did not think proper to give him 
satisfaction, he should consider the refusal as a 
permission for him to take it himself. 

The king, being alarmed at the menaces and 
conduct of the duke of Bourbon, ordered the 
chevalier de Crussol, one of the captains of the 
guard of the count d'Artois, not to lose sight of 
that prince. The latter indeed had become con- 
scious of the impropriety of his conduct, and 
consented to make a proper reparation to the 
duchess de Bourbon, by declaring that he had 
no intention to insult her ; and that he did not, 
when he committed the outrage, know who she 
was. This apology was made at Versailles, in 
the presence of all the royal family and the 
princes of the blood ; and it was rendered the 
more humiliating, as it was made before the 
duchess de Polignac, the favourite of the queen, 
to whom the count d'Artois had vaunted of the 
insult, because he knew that the queen disliked 
the duchess de Bourbon. This apology, however, 
was not satisfactory to the duke, who, in an 
interview with the prince at Versailles, shewed 
by his bdbaviour that he had not pardoned the 
afiront. The count d'Artois had recourse to 
the advice of his council, and sufiered himself 
to be guided by the spirited remark of the che- 
valier de Crussol, who, on announcing to him 
the order which he had received from the king, 
added, ^' But if I had the honour to be the count 
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d'Artois, the cheralier de Crnssol skould not be 
my captain of guards twenty-four hours longer." 
In consequence of this, the prince gave the 
duke de Bourbon to understand, by letter or bj 
means of a third person, that on such a day, in 
the morning, he should be in the Bois de Bou- 
logne. The duke went there by eight o'clock, 
but the count did not arrive till ten. They 
retired from the public walk, and having taken 
off their coats, commenced the combat, of which 
many persons were the witnesses. It lasted ten 
minutes ; and such was the equality of skill and 
address in the combatants, that not a drop of 
blood was spilt. The chevalier de Crussol then 
interposed, and commanded them to desist in 
the name of the king, doubtless considering that 
this bloodless rencounter had completely satisfied 
the imperious demands of honour. The parties 
ihen. saluted each other; and in the afternoon 
^e count d'Artois went to see the duchess de 
Bourbon. 

' During the combat the gates of the Bois de 
Boulogne were closed ; but the place was full of 
people. The news soon spread throughout Paris. 
The duchess de Bourbon, who had received no 
visitors since the insult, and who had ordered 
her porter to take down the names of those who 
called, now issued from her retreat, and went to 
the theatre, where she was received with such 
loud and reiterated applauses that she burst into 
tears. This expression of popular feeling towards 
her was attributed to the report that she had told 
his majesty that she demanded reparation less as 
a princess than as a female and a citizen, the 
most infamous of whom ought to have been 
treated with more respect, especially under the 
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protection of a mask. The queen, who arrived 
at the play a few minutes after, with madame, 
was but feebly applauded in comparison with 
the duchess de Bourbon, owing to her msyesty 
having declared that she should not interfere in 
the dispute. The duke de Bourbon and the 
prince of Cond6, when they made their appear- 
ance, occasioned a renewal of applause, accom- 
panied with exclamations of *^ Bravo! bravis- 
simo I" Monsieur attracted but little notice ; and 
the count d'Artois, who made his appearance the 
last, was clapped only by a few persons in the 
pit, who were probably placed there on purpose. 
The duke de Chartres, the brother of the in- 
jured lady, did not attend the spectacle, as he 
was no favourite with the public, in consequence 
of his having continued to associate with the 
count d'Artois, after the insult offered to his 
sister, as if nothing had happened. The king 
punished the. two combatants for their infraction 
of his commands, by banishing the count d*Ar- 
tois to Choisy, and the duke de Bourbon to 
Chantilly, where they respectively remained only 
a few days. 

The following more circumstantial details of 
this very important affair in ancient Gallic esti- 
mation, is derived from the authority of the 
chevalier de Crussol : — 

" In the morning before leaving Versailles," 
Eiays that gentleman, <* I secretly placed under 
the cushion of the count d'Artois' carriage his 
best sword. We went t^te-k-t^te, and during the 
ride the count took not the least notice of bis 
engagement ; but he was in high spirits and full 
of pleasantry. When we arrived at the gate of 
the princes, where we should have mounted oq 
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horsebaclc, I perceived the duke de Bourbon in 
the midst of a number of persons. As soon as 
the count d'Artois saw him, he went straight up 
to him, and said, smiUng, ' Monsieur, the public 
say that we seek for a meeting/ The duke de 
Bourbon, taking off his hat, replied, * Monsieur, 
I am here to receive your commands/ ' In 
order to execute yours, returned the count, 
' you must permit me to go to my carriage ;' 
and having returned to his coach, he took his 
sword, and rejoined the duke de Bourbon. 
They entered together into the wood about 
twenty paces, both having their swords in their 
hands. They were about to commence their 
combat, when the duke de Bourbon said to the 
count, ' You will not be able to defend your- 
self, monsieur, as the sun dazzles your eyes/ 
* You are right,' replied the count; 'and we 
can only shun this inconvenience by seeking the 
shelter of the wall.' Thither the two princes 
then proceeded, discoursing coolly with each 
other, I following the count d'Artois, and M. de 
Vibrage, his captain of the guards, following the 
duke de Bourbon. 

"Arrived at the wall, M. de Vibrage observed 
that both the combatants had kept on their 
spurs, which might prove inconvenient. I there- 
fore took off those of the count, and M. de 
Vibrage performed the same service for the 
duke de Bourbon. This obstacle being removed, 
the latter asked permission to disembarrass him- 
self from his coat ; and his adversary having also 
thrown off his, they thus, with their breasts 
unprotected, began the contest. For some time 
they remained at arm's length, when all at once 
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I perceived the countenance of the count redden, 
and I concluded that he began to be irritated. 
In fact he redoubled his dibrts to beat down 
the guard of his opponent. At this instant the 
duke de Bourbon stumbled, and I lost sight 
of the count's sword, which appears to have 
passed under the duke's arm. I imagined he 
was wounded, and advanced to stop the combat. 
' Stay a moment, gentlemen,' smd I ; * and if 
you do not approve what I am going to propose, 
you can begin again. In my opinion^ what bat 
already taken place is quite sufficient for the 
occasion of the quarrel ; and I appeal to M. de 
Vibrage for his sentiments in support of my 
decision.' ' I agree perfectly with M . de Crus- 
sol,' replied he. ^ Enough has been done to 
satisfy the most scrupulous delicacy.' Mt is 
not for me to decide this point,' remarked the 
count d'Artois ; * it rests with M. le due de 
Bourbon to say whether he is satisfied.' * Mon- 
sieur,' returned the duke, lowering his sword, 
• I am penetrated with the recollection of you? 
goodness ; and I shall never forget the honour 
you have done me.' The count d'Artois tken 
ran and embraced him, and thus the affair con- 
cluded. It is added, that the count d'Artoit 
went immediately to make a visit to madame 
the duchess de Bourbon, and stayed with her 
half a quarter of an hour. 

This transaction took place in 1778. 
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ARUNS. 



It was love that introduced into Italy the 
Gauls, the first who made the Romans feel that 
they were not invincible, and who would per- 
haps have annihilated the commonwealth which 
afterwards became so famous, but for the assist- 
ance of a Roman whom it had sent into exile. 

One of the principal persons of Clusium, a 
town in Etruria, named Aruns, had been tutor 
to a young man of distinction named Lucumon. 
This young man had been brought up from his 
infancy in the house of his tutor, and had 
gradually become attached to the wife of Aruns. 
It is to be presumed that, as that too often hap- 
pens, this woman had given her young lover 
encouragement ; at all events, it is certain that 
they soon had a perfect understanding with each 
other. Lucumon's passion was too evident not 
to be discovered. Aruns had suspicions, and 
he made them known. His wife then, fearing 
that her infidelity would be discovered and 
punished, and wishing to free herself from the 
apprehension, prevailed upon her lover to carry 
her off. As Aruns, after this, could no longer 
doubt of his dishonour, he sought revenge for the 
public injury which he had received; but Lucu- 
mon was more powerful than he, and by means 
of his wealth and influence triumphed over the 
unfortunate husband. 

Aruns, still thirsting for revenge, then went 
into Gaul, and implored the assistance of the 
inhabitants. He had no great difficulty in per- 
suading a number of them to follow him ; for 
there had already been emigrations to Italy from 
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different parts of Gaul, and the beauty of the 
former country was a very considerable allure- 
ment. It is said, too, that in order still more 
powerfully to induce the Gauls to make an 
invasion, Aruns brought them some delicious 
' Italian wine to drink. This new colony esta- 
blished itself in the country which now forms 
the duchy of Urbino; and at length, out of 
gratitude to Aruns, who had brought them into 
Italy, they went and laid siege to Clusium, 
where the wife of Aruns and her paramour then 
were. The besieged, being well aware that they 
could not hold out long without succour, sent 
to implore the assistance of Rome. The senate, 
however, contented itself with sending three 
ambassadors to the Gauls, to prevail upon them 
to raise the siege of Clusium. Brennus, their 
general, answered the message by a haughty 
refusal. He said that his right resided in his 
sword, and that everything belonged to the 
brave; but that, even without having recourse 
to that primitive law, he had a right to com- 
plain of the Clusians, who, though they had 
more lands than they could cultivate, never- 
theless refused to give up those which were of 
no use to them. *' And what otHer motive,*' added 
he, " have you for subjugating so many neigh- 
bouring nations? You have taken from the 
Sabines, the Fidenates, the Albans, the Equians, 
and the Volscians, the better part of their ter- 
ritory. I do not tax you with injustice in so 
doing ; but it is evident that you have regarded 
it as the clearest of all laws, that the weak mua^t 
yield to the strong. Cease then to intercede 
for the Clusians, or permit us to take the par 
of those whom you have subjugated.'' 
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This reply being unanswerable, it sbould 
seem that the ambassadors had no alternative 
but to return to Rome and render an account 
of their mission. Unaccustomed however to 
be addressed thus firmly, and being moreover 
descended from the illustrious Fabii, who had 
so generously sacrificed themselves for their 
country, they re-entered Clusium, where they 
not only assisted the besieged with their advice, 
but went out with them in different sallies, in 
which they were recognized by the Gauls. The 
latter sent to Rome to complain to the senate 
of the conduct of its ambassadors, who had 
violated the law of nations ; and demanded, in 
reparation, that the three delinquents should be 
given up to them. But the Roman people an- 
swered by electing the three Fabii to be military 
tribunes. 

The Gauls then marched towards Rome, to 
take by force the justice which was refused 
them. Their victory over the Romans com- 
manded by the Fabii, the massacre in the 
forum, the saving of the capitol by the conse- 
crated geese,- and the final delivery of the town 
by the exiled Camillus, are known to every 
reader of history ; but the historians afford us 
no information as to' what became of the wife of 
Aruns, whose infidelity was the first cause of 
this important war. 



ASPASIA. 

This celebrated female was daughter of 
Axiochus, a native of Miletus, a Greek city of 
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Asia, and i9 celebrated more for her beauty and 
talents than for the severity of her morals. To 
personal charms and >^race!r of the most fasci- 
nating description, she added a mind highly 
eultivatedy a captivating eloquence, an acquaint- 
ance with the philosophy and sciences of Greece, 
a vigour and acuteness, and a versatility of genius, 
equally admirable and extraordinary. Thus ac- 
complished, Athens appeared to Aspasia as the 
only place in which her endowments encoun- 
tered a proper theatre ; and therefore to Athens 
she repaired, accompanied by a train or beau- 
tiful girls, with whom she formed a singular 
and curious establi^ment, which the muses 
combined with the graces to render not less at- 
tractive than dangerous to the youth of that 
celebrated city. 

The Athenian women^ after the manner of the 
East, in almost all times, were much secluded ; 
all intercourse being usuafiy denied them, ex- 
cept with those d their own sex or their nearest 
male relations. Thus restricted, thev had little 
opportunity to acquire the polished manners and 
intellectual graces which are required by a re- 
fined and enlightened people, to lend dignity and 
sentiment to the natural sympathies and affec- 
tions. This circumstance gave, in Athens, 
to the degrading profession of a courtezan a 
character, and even an importance, to which 
in countries where women are less restrained 
it has certainly no claim. It may be doubted, 
indeed, whether it implied anything more than 
a secondary rank of females, like the concu- 
bines of Mahometanism and the Jews, who ad- 
minister moire directly to the sensual desires of 
ti^ other sex, and are regarded rather as a 
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peculiar grade in society, tbaii as absolute out- 
casts. Be this as it ma^, the house of Aspasia 
became the resort of wit and talent ; professors, 
philosophers, orators and 'politicians, the first 
and most illustrious citizens of Greece, assembled 
at her home — ^a fact which still more accords with 
the view we have taken of her profession in their 
estimation. Even Socrates, accompanied by his 
friends and disciples, openly visited the fair 
Milesian, professed himself a learner, ' and scru- 
pled not to acknowledge that it was from her 
precepts and example he acquired all the rhe- 
toric which he possessed. 

Pericles, who under popular pretences had 
usurped the sovereignty of the state, passion- 
ately attached himself to Aspa»a. While her 
wit and vivacity delighted his imagination, he 
hesitated not to confess that he was indebted to 
her for maxims of policy not less acute than pro- 
found. Nor did he blush to recite the orations 
which she occasionally composed for him ; and 
the ascendancy which he gained over the people 
seems to have been materally aided by the coun- 
sels and eloquence of his accomplished mistress. 
The Athenians have been called the French of 
antiquity ; and it is scarcely possible not to re- 
cognize in this picture a simuarity to the influence 
of accomplished females in Paris over the mo- 
narchs, warriors, and statesmen, of France ante* 
cedent to the revolution. The ascendancy of 
Aspasia over Pericles was however still more 
extraordinary: for he parted from his wife, a 
woman of family, in order to marry her, in the face 
of the popular censure attachable to such an alli- 
ance, even in Athens. The attractions of Aspasia 
must have been indeed of a surprising description. 

6 * 
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* What an idea," exclaims a well known histo- 
torian, " ought we not to form of a woman who 
iad Pericles for a lover, and Socrates for a dis- 
ciple ! — whose fine endowments so concealed her 
moral defects, that the first men of Athens not 
only frequented her assemblies, but also took 
their wives, in order to listen to the lessons of 
one whose personal conduct excited their con- 
tempt." 

Aspasia is accused by historians of having, by 
her influence over her lover, been the occasion of 
the Samian and Megarian wars; the first out of a 
pardonable love for her countrymen, who had been 
defeiated by the Samians, on which she induced 
Pericles to attack the conquerors. The Mega- 
rian, in which originated the Peloponnesian war, 
is also said to have been produced by the .bearing 
away of two of her female train by some Mega- 
rians, in revenge for a similar licentious frolic 
on the part of certain young Athenians against a 
courtezan of Megara. Aspasia exerted all her 
credit with Pericles to make this a national af- 
front, and succeeded. — Such is history; and such 
often the discreditable causes of the greatest 
Events! 

It is not to be imagined, that the ascendancy 
of a woman, however gifted, over a leader of the 
consequence of Pericles, would escape the wit 
and satire of a people of the disposition of the 
Athenians. She was introduced qn the stage as 
Dejanira, Omphale, Juno, &c. and paid, under 
these and other denominations, the usual tribute 
of notoriety. The enemies of Pericles, fearful of 
attacking him personally, availed themselves of 
a decree made about this periotl against specula- 
tive and sceptical thinkers, who denied the exist- 
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ence and administration of the gods, to assail 
Dim in the persons of his friends and favourites. 
For the purpose of wounding him where he was 
most vulnerable, Aspasia was summoned before 
the tribunal of the judges, on the accusation of 
atheism and a dissolute life. Pericles, during 
the process, betrayed extreme solicitude in re- 
spect to the fate of his mistress, and employed 
in her behalf all his influence and his power. To 
menaces and remonstrances he even added tears. 
Some ancient authors assert that Aspasia pleaded 
her own cause, and with so much pathos and 
eloquence, that Pericles being unable to restrain 
his tears, the sight of ^them so operated upon 
the feelings of the people, that she was forth- 
with acquitted. 

' After the death of Pericles, Aspasia attached 
herself to an Athenian of mean birth, named 
Lysicles; and such was her influence, that he 
obtained some of the first offices in the republic. 
She had a son by Pericles, who bore the same 
name ^s his father, and whom the Athenians le- 
gitimated when he had lost all his other children. 
It has been asserted, with great plausibility, that 
Aspasia was, after all, nothing more than an able 
and adroit courtezan : her mental and personal at* 
faction must however have been of a very high 
order, as her celebrity not only extended through- 
out Greece, but, as will be seen by the next article, 
inflamed the imaginations of the Asiatics them- 
selves, who began to sigh for that union of mental 
and personal graces by which she was so highly 
«dortiedf 
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ASPASIA, OR MILTO. 

M11.TO wa$ the daughter of Hermotiious, a 
native of Phocea, whose circumstances were very 
humble. She was brought up with few other 
advantages than what nature gave her, and nei- 
ther possessed nor wished for ornaments to set 
oif a person exquisitely beautiful, and graced 
with peculiar feminine softness and modesty. 
The hair of this beauty of antiquity, according 
to uElian, was light and curled ; she had large 
eyes, an aquiline nose, small ears, a clear skin, a 
lovely blipom ; her lips were red and beautifully 
formed, %r teeth white as snow, her limbs finely 
turned, and her voice sweetly melodious. Thie 
satrap who governed in these parts under Cyrus, 
the kipg of Persia's second son, hearing of bet 
beauty, had her carried off, with other females, 
for the haram of that prince, whom she com-r 
pletely subdued, and that quite as much by iier 
extreme modesty^ and di^slike to the state 
assigned her, as by her personal attractions. 
The capricious passions of a prince unaccustomed 
to repulse were captivated by her sorrow and 
resistance; and her prudence and capacity 
completed her ascendancy over his mind. She 
accompanied him wherever he went; he conr 
suited her on his most important afikirs ; and she 
united so much talent and sagacity to extreme 
disinterestedness, that he at once esteemed her as 
a friend, respected her as a wife, and loved her as 
a mistress. By the propriety of her conduct, she 
also acquired the friendship of the haughty, jea- 
lous, and vindictive Parvsatis, the queen mother* 
A set of rich jewels, destined by Cyrus for his 
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mistress^ was, by her persuasion, predented by him 
tobts mother, rarysatifl, informed of this advice, 
loaded her With rich presents in return, all which 
she uniformly delivered to the prince: " They' 
may be useful to you, and are suited to your 
dignity,* exclaimed she ; " I require only your 
heart.** It was this combination of inteliectuai 
and personal graces which induced Cyrus to 
give her the name of Aspasia, after the celebrated 
subject of the preceding article, whose celebrity, 
as already observed, had pervaded all the Lesser 
Asia. 

Aspasia employed her power on her own 
account, only to render her father comparatively 
rich and happy, which required but little; and 
to testify her gratitude to Venus, whom she 
deemed her protectress, she consecrated a statue 
of fine gold to that goddess, before which was 
placed me representation o# a pigeon ; the origin 
of which 6gure will show^at human nature is 
the same in all ages, and that votive offerings to* 
imagiiiar]^ celestial patrons and patronesses,— ta 
a Venus or a Madonna, for instance,— originated 
ia similar convictions, and sprang out of similar 
notions of divine favour from the one part, and 
of gratitude due from the other. It is related of 
Aspasia, that being afflicted in her childhood with 
a glandular tumour in the throat, she was warned 
in a dream, by a pigeon sent by Venus, to apply 
to the swelling a preparation of dried rose leaves, 
which had bedn previously consecrated to the 
goddess. Many a Christian legend has recorded 
circumstances quite as fanciful, but few have 
combined them widi so much elegance. Before 
these symbols Ai^asia daily ofier^ her vows and 
oblations. 
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It is not our province to record the history of 
the rebellion of Cyrus against his brother Artax- 
erxes, the result of which was his death in 
battle, or the fate of his auxiliary Greeks, so 
admirably related by Xenophon in his history of 
the retreat of the ten thousand. On this catas- 
trophe, Aspasia fell into the hands of the con- 
queror ; and the fame of her beauty and endow- 
ments having preceded her, Artaxerxes, a prince 
of considerable accomplishments and magnani- 
mity himself, was fully prepared to admire her. 
Her grief and despair at the death of Cyrus did 
not lessen her attractions ; and when time had 
assuaged her regret, Artaxerxes succeeded his 
brother in her affections^ and she retained her 
influence over him, as well as her beauty, to a 
very advanced age. Plutarch makes Darius, the 
son of Artaxerxes, one of her captives; and 
states, that being entitled, when nominated his 
father's successor, to a particular boon, he 
requested the possession of Aspasia ; to defeat 
which request, Artaxerxes contrived that she 
should be elected a priest^ie of Diana. Bayle 
shows the absurdity of this story, by proving 
that she must have been at this time seventy- 
five years of age. It is most likely, indeed, a 
mere romance, founded on the better authenti- 
cated accounts of her eminent beauty and lasting 
power of pleasing. 

^lian and the other authorities have been 
very particular in their description of the manner 
in which Aspasia or Milto received the first 
courtship of Cyrus ; and some of the particulars 
of th^ir disclosures seem to us to have furnished 
lord Byron with his outline of the beautiful and 
high-minded Greek slave, Myrrha, the mistress 
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of SardanapaluSy in his tragedy of that name. 
At all events, several of the features are similar ; 
and if the resemblance be merely accidental^ it 
only proves how ably the noble poet has ima- 
gined thie scenes and sentiments which he under* 
took to, delineate. 



ATHENAIS. 

The story of Athenais, a Greek virgin of ob- 
scure rank, whose beauty and talents raised her 
to a throne, is one of those events of history 
which assume more of the appearance of romance, 
than many of those imaginary adventures which 
formally assume the name. 

Athenais, the daughter of Leontius, an Athe- 
nian sophist, was born about the year 400 of the , 
Christian era, and was educated by her father 
in the mythology and sciences of the Greeks. 
Her progress in every branch of learning was 
singular; and her father had such a high opi- 
nion of her talents and endowments, that, aided 
as they were by youth and extreme beauty, he 
deemed fortune superfluous, and therefore, on 
his death, left her only a hundred pieces of gold, 
dividing his patrimonial estate exclusively be- 
tween his two sons. 

' This singular confidence of Leontius. was not 
shared by his accomplished daughter, who, after 
seeking in vain to soften the avarice of her bro- 
thers, sought protection from a couple of aunts, , 
who united in a legal process against their 
nephews in behalf of their amiable niece. In 
the progress of the suit, Athenais was conducted 
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to Constanitinople, wbere Itieodoshis the Younger 
then reigned, or ratfaeer his abler sister Pulch^ia 
in his name. It is pretended that a comraisfiion 
had at this verj lime been given to Pukheria 
by the emperox, to cavae a seardi to be made 
throughout the ;east for a young .beauty, whose 
talents and graces should render her worthy of 
sharing the imperial throne. If true, the aunts 
of Athenais could not have sought an interview 
with Pulchetia at a more critical interval, at 
whose feet they demanded justice for their niece, 
oo whose beanty, merit, and accomplishments, 
Ibey ^descanted with all their eloquence* Im-> 
pressed by their story^ the princess expressed a 
wisk to see the ob|eet^f their anxiety; when the 
beauty and address of Atbe»ais coolurmed all 
which had been uttered in her favoar. Hef 
slebder and graceful form, the harmcmy of her 
feataiei« full eyes, im complexion, and golden 
hair, her talents and acqutfessents, the oielody 
of bear voice, her soft and interesting maaner, antf 
yotttJbfiid modesty and iiigeimousneas, — all com* 
biaed to convince the princess thai a fitter coasott 
eovJd not be found for TheodoiBius. Politieians, 
wh<](^ it must be confessed, marveUouriy maif the 
eourse of smooth narrative, suspect that Pulche- 
ria*s aniuety to unite h^ broths with some 
beauty of humble origin, who would owe <^^<% 
thing to herself, also formed one cf the fak 
Gredi's principal attractions. This is not im- 
possible; \mt it is still to the honouv of ^ 
prtncesi, that she sought it united wi^ real 
mfflrit and unquestionable powets of pleasing. 

By the orders of Pulcberi<i, Athenais was ad- 
mitted into the palace, and pla^ aiming the 
vurgisis already assembled with a view to the 
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empieror'H choiee of a bride* Her aimts were 

cilto treated ivith great farour, and assured of 

iptotection and reifirets for their niece, whose 

Deauty and perfections were eloquently described 

to the emperor by his sister. Anxious to behold 

her^ she was called to ah audience in the apart* 

ihent of the princess ; and Theodosius, concealed 

by a curtain, witnessed the interview, and 

beheld, himsdf unseen, the charms of the fair 

StTunger. His heart immediately obeyed the 

impdlse so sueeessfully giren ta it, and Athenais 

was soon after inforased of ber gpdd fortune^ 

which intelligence she received wldh a grace and 

modesty which heightened the lustre of her 

charms. By ^ desire of her royal lover, she 

Iftras immediately inatnicted in the principles of 

the Greek church, and became a Christian undeir 

the name of Eudocia. The royal nuptials were 

tlien solemnised with great magnificence, amidst 

the acclamations of the capitsd ; and the ensuing 

year, on preseiitiag the emperor with a daughter, 

she received the title of Augusta^ which com<- 

p^eted heT honours as an imperial bride. 

With a mind highly cultivated in Grecian and 
.Roman literature, Uie empress, in the bloom of 
yt>uth and beauty, amidst the luxury of a courts 
Continued to improve herself in literary ac({ui^* 
ttients, and in the ingenious pursuits which had 
ik> materially aided her elevation. It ig but a 
small abatem^it of this praise to observe that 
her studies assumed a tincture from the super- 
sHtiotiS and degenerate taste of the age in wnich 
she lived. Thus, she composed a poeticalpara- 
phrase of the first eight bcK>ks of the Old Testa- 
ment, as also of the prophecies of Daniel and 
Zechatiah; to which she added a cento of the 
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verses of Homer, which' she applied to the life 
and miracles of Christ. A legend of St Cyprian, 
and a panegyric on the Persian victories of Theo- 
dosius, are also to he enumerated among her 
works. " The writings/' says the historian of the 
* Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire/ 
'* which were applauded by a servile and super- 
stitious age, have not been disdained by the 
candour of impartial criticism." " Who/' asks 
Dupin, *^ would expect to find, among ecclesias- 
tical writers, a woman and an empress, who, 
amidst the luxury and splendour of a court, '[ 
devoted herself to theological studies." 

For several years the life of Eudocia was tran- 
quil and unclouded. Her daughter grew up, 
and was married to Valentiniah, emperor of the 
west; after which event, the empress asked 
perniission to discharge her grateful vows by a 
pilgrimage to Jerusalem. In her progress 
through the east, she pronounced,- from a throne 
of gold, an eloquent oration to the senate of 
Antioch, the walls of which she enlarged, and 
erected magnificent public baths for the citizens. 
Her munificence in Palestine exceeded even that 
of Helena, mother to Constantine the Great; 
and after distributing a sum estimated at ^ 

100,000/. of our present money, she returned to 
Constantinople laden with pious relics, which 
then, as in latter times, were always discoverable 
on proper encouragement. To this triumphant 
pilgrimage, however, is to be attributed the 
springing up of that ambition in the bosom of 
Eudocia, which embittered her future days. No «| 
longer satisfied with the ascendancy of Pulcheria, 
she sought to supplant her in the confidence of ^ 

Theodosius. She not only failed, but was herself j 
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accused of a criminal intrigue with Paulinus, the 
emperor*s favourite, who by his talents and 
learning had acquired her esteem. It was 
made an article of accusation, that she had 
sent a very rare and beautiful apple, presented 
her by the emperor, to Paulinus, then indis- 
posed ; and the fact of the latter being an un- 
commonly handsome man did not tend to allay 
suspicion, to which the unfortunate favourite fell 
an early victim. 

Perceiving that the affections of Theodosius 
were irretrievably alienated, Eudocia requested 
permission to return to Jerusalem ; which request 
was granted ; but she was still followed in her 
retreat by the jealousy of the emperor and the 
vengeance of Pulcheria. Two of her most 
favoured ecclesiastics were put to death by Sa- 
turninus, count of the domestics; a severity which 
she revenged by the assassination of its instru- 
ment. The precepts of forbearance enjoined by 
her acquired religion, paired off, on this occasion, 
with the spirit of philosophy imbibed in her early 
years. Neither the one nor the other, indeed, 
are much favoured by the. torrid zone of a court. 

The latter years of Eudocia, less tempestuous, 
wore passed in exile and devotion, in building 
and adorning churches, and in administering to 
the wants of the poor and necessitous. The 
death of the emperor, and the misfortunes of her 
daughter, led a captive from Rome to Carthage, 
all served to allay these ambitious aspirations, 
which had disturbed her primitive tranquillity. 
It has been asserted by som^ historians, that she 
was recalled to Constantinople before the deatli 
of Theodosius, and restored to his esteem ; while 
others say that she was not recalled to the capital 
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until after hh decease* Both these accoantt are 
doubted, as she certainly died at Jerusalem ia 
her sixty-seventh year, protesting her innocence, 
most likely with truth, to her latest hour* la 
her last moments she displayed the calm and 
collected composure which befitted her primitive 
character, and died very widely esteemed. It Is 
a pleasant trait in tlie character of this extraordi^ 
nary woman, that she not only pardoned her 
unworthy brothers, but used her influence in 
their promotion. Observing their confusion on 
being summoned to the imperial presence, '^ Had 
you not," said she, '^ compelled me to quit my 
country and visit Constantinople, I should never 
have had it in my power to bestow on you these 
marks of sisterly affection." 

We scarcely need inform the English reader, 
that Nat Lee's tragedy, * Theodosius, or the Force 
of Love,' is foundal upon the story of Athenais. 
Its pathos, however, has no sort of historical 
support, being founded on a presumed prior and 
impossible attachment on the part of the foir 
AUienais, from which tlie choice of Theodosius 
unwillingly tears her. The marriage of Peter 
the Great to his first wife Eudoxia, the same 
name, by the way, with the Christian appellation 
of Athenais, originated in a selection from an 
assembly of virgins from all partd of the empire, 
in close conformity with that which was congre- 
gated for the choice of Theodosius the YoUnger. 
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ATTILA. 



Atti l a ^ king of the Huns; surnamed the * scourge 
of God/ may be reckoned among the greatest of 
' conquerors/ — such bemg the name given to those 
princes who commit the greatest rarages upon 
eartli. He was nephew to Rona, the leader of 
the Huns* His uncle dying without children, 
Attila succeeded him, together with his brother 
Bleda, whom he contrived to put out of the way, 
that be might reign alone. He carried his victo- 
rious arms into almost every province of £urope. 
It is said to have been an amour which brought 
this barbarous . monarch into Gaul, and conse- 
quently occasioned great ravages there. 

Honoria, daughter of Constantius III and 
Placidia, and sister of Valentinian IH, had had 
the weakness to listen to the addresses and accept 
the homage of the superintendent of the house* 
hold, named Eugenius; and having carried her 
frailty to the last degree of imprudence, it be- 
came impossible for her to conceal it. Her 
mother Placidia had given her the surname of 
Augusta, perhaps with a view to bind her to 
perpetual virginity, to prevent her from giving 
birth to a son who might become a rival of Va« 
lentinian ; but Honoria did not seem disposed to 
concur in these political arrangements. Her re- 
pugnance gave rise to so many suspicions, that it 
was thought necessary to kefep a strict watch upon 
her. This restraint was revolting to her natural 
vivacity ; and her passions overcoming her reason, 
she contrived to gratify them in spite of her 
keepers. 

l*he emperor, enraged at such an affront offered 
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to his blood, had the indiscreet lover put to 
death, and sent his sister to Constantinople, 
where she was very closely guarded until the 
death of Theodosius the Younger. ** There is 
nothing so dangerous,'' says an historian, *' as a ^ 

woman too clearly convicted of frailty ; the noto- 
riousness of it gives her assurance and contriv- 
ance ; and when once the mask has been torn 
from her, she will make herself one of. whatever ; 

enters her head, in order to cover her infamy." 
Honoria, knowing how much her brother dreaded 
Attila, found means to send to the latter, and i 

promised that she would marry him if he released 
her from captivity. She sent him . a ring as a 
pledge for her fidelity, and intimated that she 
should brin^ him as a portion one half of the 
western empire, which she said belonged to her. 
The offer was too brilliant to be refused. 
Attila sent ambassadors to Valentinian with 
all speed, to ask Honoria in marriage, together 
with the portion which he mentioned as belong- 
ing to that princess. The refusal which he met 
with enraged him beyond all bounds. However, 
he thought fit to wait until the death of.Placidia 
and of Theodosius the Younger, who kept his 
sister in confinement at Constantinople. In the ^ 
meantime he made preparations, and . then re- 
newed his pretensions. Valentinian is said to 
have returned him for answer, that Honoria could 
not be his wife, as she was already married. 
From this answer it would appear, that after the 
death of Theodosius, Honoria had returned to 
Ravenna, and had there been made to take a hus- j 

band, in order to render the promise which she 
had made to Attila illusory. Be this as it may 
that prince, after this second refusal, entered 
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Graul with an army of three or four hundred thou- 
sand men of different nations ; or, accordmg to 
other historians, from five to seven hundred 
thousand. He devastated, plundered, and de- 
stroyed, a great number of considerable towns. 
Paris and Troyes were spared; the one at the 
solicitation of St Genevieve, the other at that of 
St Laup. At length ^tius, the commander of 
Valentinian's army, having united with the Goths 
and the Franks, encountered Attila in the Cata- 
launic fields, supposed to be the plain of Chalons, 
or the neighbourhood of Mery-sur-Seine, and 
gained a great victory over the barbarian ct ief, 
which compelled him to retreat. 

The next year he carried his army into Italy, 
where also he made dreadful ravages. Rome 
itself would perhaps not have escaped his fury, 
but for the intercession of pope Leo. On his 
departure, however, he threatened that he would 
return, unless Honoria were sent to him. But in 
the meantime he saw, fell in love with, and asked 
in marriage^ the daughter of Ildier or Ildico, king 
of the Bactrians. Her youth and beauty were 
indeed very attractive ; and Attila, charmed with 
such an acquisition, was pleased to have the 
nuptials take place with all the formalities, in 
order that she might take the highest place 
among his wives. The marriage was celebrated 
with extraordinary pomp and magnificence. The 
king partook of the luxuries of the table lo ex- 
cess, and died the same night in consequence of 
a copious effusion of blood. 

It is said, that when Attila had taken the city 
of Aquileia, he was captivated by the grace and 
beauty of a lady of that place, named Digna ; 
and that finding in her virtue an obstacle to the 
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impetuosity of his desires, he had reserved to ob« 
tain by force what she denied to his sttfypiica- 
tioQS. Digna, bein^ apprised of his shameful 
purpose, persuaded Attila to go up with ker to a 
gallery, on pretence of having something of im-» 
portance to communicate to him. As soon as 
they were arrived at the place, which overloc^ed 
the river, she threw herself into it, saying to the 
enamoured barbarian, ^' Follow me, if you wish 
to possess me." 

Attila was dark-complexioned, of short stature, 
broad-shouldered, large-headed, and flat-nosed, 
with small eyes, — tiie perfect Scythian. He 
died in the year 463. 



BABINGTON. 

Anthowt Babington, a young Catholic 
sentleman of Devonshire, of plentiful fortune and 
highly educated, who associated with others of 
his own persuasion to assassinate queen Eliza- 
beth, and deliver Mary queen of Scots, and was 
executed with the rest of the conspirators in 
1586, seems to have been principally induced to 
that rash enterprise by allowing his imagination 
to dwell on the personal charms of that princess, 
and by a romantic hope that Mary, in gratitude, 
would accept him as a husband. 



BAJAZET. 

I'hb conflict of the two barbarians, Bajazeit, 
the first sultan of the Turks, and Timur Bee, oi^ 
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Trnnetlane, is an affair of history, to which wa 
Idhide onljr to point ottt the effect of love upon 
the fiercest natures. The haughty and tyrannical 
Bajaaef, being captured by his Tartar opponent, 
was shut up in an iron cage ; which unworthy 
treatlnent did not abate his courage, or induce 
him to ^are the most insulting inrectiyes against 
the conqueror. At length, ingenious in malice, 
Tamerlane commanded a public entertainment, 
in which the sultana Maria, daughter of Eleazar, 
king of the Bulgarians, the idolized wife of Baja-* 
set, was obliged to wait upon him in a curtailed 
robie, like a slave. At this sight Bajazet, who 
was made a witness of die insult, became frantic 
with grief and despair, and soon after terminated 
his miserable existence by dashing out his brains 
against the bars of his iron cage. Anno 1401. 



BALAUN. 

Tn£ following brief anecdote, which is related 
of William de Balaun, or Balazun, a noble trou- 
badour of the twelfth century, pleasantly illus- 
trates the fantasticality of the sentimental amour 
of that singular stage in the European progress. 

The chevalier de Balaun was deeply in love 
with the lady de Joviac, who repaid his passion 
witfi mutual tenderness. The lover had a friend 
named Barjac, who was equally attached to a 
lady that was the intimate friend of the dame de 
Joviac. Now it happened, that this second pair 
of lovers had a violent quarrel, which lasted for 
some time, and was then adjusted ; and so elo- 
quently did Baipc describe the transports of the 
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leconciliatioD, that Balazun detenniDed to have 
a rupture with his mistress, in order to produce a 
similar delicious accommodation. Full of his 
plan, he exhibited many signs of neglect, was 
sparing of iiis visits, and at length even forbore 
to answer letters. The lady de Joviac, over- 
whelmed with grief, tenderly sought an explana- 
tion, which her lover, with pretended anger, 
rudely declined ; and they separated, with affected 
anger on the one part, and real resentment on 
the other. 

Some days having elapsed without Balaon 
receiving any intelligence concerning his mis- 
tress, he began to be much alarmed lest she 
should really discard him. He accordingly ran 
to her abode, to implore an interview and pardon, 
which were however resolutely declined ; and he 
was forbade to trouble her with any future visits. 

In this extremity the discomfited lover applied 
to Barnard d'Anduse, another knightly trouba- 
dour, who, having been informed of his folly, 
laughed at his absurdity, and promised to be the 
bearer of some repentant verses to his mistress. 
" Reason is entirely on your side," said the che- 
valier d'Anduse to the lady de Joviac ; *^ but that 
with a great soul is only an inducement to par- 
don. My friend conjures you to have pity upon 
an unhappy lover, who will submit to any penalty 
which you may propose." 

" Be it so, then," replied the lady; " let him 
tear off the nail from his little finger, and send it 
me with some verses expressive of his repents 
ance ; and I will pardon him." 

The chevalier in vain sought to alleviate this 
sentence ; the lady de Joviac was resolute, and 
Balaun was informed of the demand. Happy to 
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be pardoned on this condition, the. g^allant trou- 
badour had the required nail immediately ex- 
tracted by a surgeon, and having composed the 
necessary verses, he hastened, with his friend as 
a witness, to present the double tribute to his 
mistress on his knees. The lady (those were the 
days !) at this proof of love and obedience, burst 
into tears, kissed the hand which had suflfered, 
listened to the verses with a transport of love 
and. vanity; and Balaun enjoyed, in the recon- 
ciliation which he had thus curiously purchased, 
even more pleasure than he had promised him- 
self by the experiment. 



BARRE (DE LA). 

In the small city of Abbeville, in Picardy, 
there resided an abbess, a daughter of the much- 
esteemed counsellor of state, M. Feydeau de 
Brou. She was an amiable woman, of the strict- 
est morals, of mild and cheerful temper, chari- 
table, and without superstition. 

An inhabitant of Abbeville named Belleval, 
sixty years of age, lived in terms of the greatest 
intimacy with her, in consequence of his having 
the management of some of the affairs of the 
convent. He was lieutenant of a sort of petty 
tribunal called V election, — if indeed the term 
tribunal can be applied to a company of citizens 
appointed for no other purpose than to regulate 
the assessment of the tax called the taille. This 
man fell in love with the abbess, who at first only 
repulsed him with her ordinary mildness, but was 
afterwards under the necessity of testifying in a 
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Bftord decided manner her disgust at his reiterated 
importunities. She also thought it lier duty to 
cause hkn to be deprived of the guardianship of 
m young woman of large fortune, who had been 
educated in the conyent 

Ita^vpears from a priyate memoir, thatBelleval 
wished to marry this young woman to his only 
son ; and that she, on the contrary, wished to 
marry an elder brother, a young man who was 
one of the accused in the affair of which we are 
about to speak. The abbess favoured the pre* / 

tensions of this rival. Here then we find love i 

operating on all hands to produce an unfortunate 
and disgraceful catastrophe. We see that a 
municipal officer of sixty in love with an abbess, 
and a young man in love with a girl at school, 
were the cause of the most dreadful transactions. 

The idea of revenge succeeded that of love in 
the boisom of Belleval. And what a revenge ! It *' 

resounded throughout Europe; it struck all 
feeling hearts with astonishment and horror; it 
placed in the clearest light the barbarity of the , 

then criminal legislature of France, and peiiiaps 
contributed to accelerate the revohition, of which, 
dearly as it was purchased, that country now feels ' 

the advantages. ^' 

The reader is always aware that we are about 
to speak of the unfortunate chevalier de la Barre, 
who fell a victim to the revenge of Belleval, and to 
the iterance and blind fanaticism of his judges. 

This ill-fated young man, the grandson of a | 

iieatenant-generai in the army, was nephew of 
madame Feydeau de Brou, the abbess of Villan- ^\ 

court. As he was almost without fortune, his 
aunt took him and brought him up. He fbimed 
an intimate acquaintance with a youth of his own 
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ft|pe, named d'Etallonde-de-MorivaU son of the 
prhideat de VeUetion, They were frequently in* 
¥ited to sup with the abbess. Belleyal, having 
for the reasons which we have mentioned ceased 
to be admitted to these suppers, testified his re- 
sentment in so injudicious a manner as to draw 
upon him some very keen raillery from the young 
de la Barre. His self-love, being thus deeply 
wounded, made him eagerly seek an opportunity 
of punishing the young man, and removing him 
o Jt of his way ; for it is probable that he had not 
in the first instance the criminal intention which 
^d soon afterwards manifested, and which proved 
but too successful. 

Some persons who were acquainted with Bel- 
levaFs intentions, and were desirous of pleasing 
him, related to him, that the abbess's nephew and 
his friend d'Etallonde, had kept on their hats 
while a procession was passing by. A short 
.time alter^ a crucifix which stood upon the Poni 
iV<?t(/*at Abbeville was mutilated ; and immediately 
Belleval^ having his object constantly in view, 
wrote several letters to the bishop of Amiens. 
He represented to him that there was a conspi- 
racy against religion, that the crucifixes were 
insulted, that consecrated hosts had been taken 
in deri«ion and pricked through with knives, and 
that according to public rumour they had drop- 
ped blood. Every one who is acquainted with 
history,. luM>wa that the invention of such calum- 
nies and such miracles has often been resorted to. 

Unfortunately the prelate gave to this denun- 
ciatioii an attention which served to inflame the 
popular imagination. He issued monitory letters, 
he came and made a solemn procession to the 
crucifix; and sacrileges became the universal 



184 ILLUSTRATIONS OP LOVE. 

subject of conyersation at Abbeville. It is scdd 
that Belleval, after making his own depositions^ 
had the wickedness to instruct and instigate 
others to depose. 

It appears that many witnesses were examined ; 
some of whom denounced the son of BellevaLas 
an accomplice in the impieties which were imputed 
to de la Barre and d'Etallonde. This circum- 
stance should have put an end to this bad and 
vindictive man's prosecution ; but he contrived 
that his son should abscond, and then followed 
up his purpose with unabated zeal and animosity. 

We find, by the depositions recorded in the 
memoirs of an advocate, and in those of d'Etal- 
londe, that the latter, conjointly with de la Barre, 
and with one Moinel, aged only fifteen, was 
suspected of having spoken disrespectfully of 
an image of St Nicholas ; of having uttered an 
impious expression relative to the Virgin Mary ; 
of having said they were astonished that men 
should worship a wafer-god ; of having sung two 
licentious songs, in one of which St Mary Mag« 
dalen was called a courtezan ; of having repeated 
Peron's ode to Priapus ; of having made a genu- 
flexion before the books in titled * Ther^se Phi- 
losophe,' * La Touri^re des Carmelites,' and * Le 
Portier des Chartreux ;' of having repeated the 
Cuckold's Litany nearly as it is in Rabelais; of 
having, in shorty spoken of religion like unbe- 
lievers, &c. At the same time it must not be 
forgotten that these were young men of only 
fifteen, Sdventeen, and eighteen years old. 

Moinel, being terrified, made a confession, the 
accuracy of which may be judged of by the 
following letter, which he wrote a few years after 
to d'Etallonde : — " I would fain monsieur, have 
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lost all recollection of the horrible occurrence 
which some years ago stained Abbeville with 
bloody and which excited the abhorrence of all 
Europe. As it regarded myself, all that I can 
clearly remember is, that I was about fifteen 
years old, that I was put in irons, that the sieur 
Sancourt threatened me in the most terrible 
manner, that I lost all presence of mind, that I 
fell on my knees, and that I said yes whenever 
the said Sancourt ordered me to say so, without 
knowing a single word of what was asked me. 
Those horrors threw me into a state which has 
affected^ and will affect, my health for the re- 
mainder of my days/; 

Yet upon this evidence, the greater part of 
which rested upon the testimony of one witness 
only, did the judges of Abbeville condemn d'Etal- 
londe, then only eighteen, to have his tongue cut 
out, his right hand cut off, and then be burned 
by a slow fire. But this young man had happily 
fied ; and we find in a memoir, that he went to 
Prussia, where Frederic the Great gave him a 
commission in his army. It is said Belleval con- 
trived that he should escape, together with his 
own son, and young d*Anviile, son of the mayor 
of Abbeville. 

As for the chevalier de la Barre, he was con- 
demned to be beheaded before he was cast into 
the flames ; but first of all he was to undergo 
the torture, both ordinary and extraordinary, to 
make him declare his accomplices ; ^* as if,'' says 
a philosophical writer, ^* the wild freaks and 
extravagant expressions of a youth, leading not 
to the slighest consequence, constituted a crime 
against the state — a conspiracy !*' 



186 ILLUSTRATIONS QF LOVE. 

This revolting sentence, founded up(Mi lio Iftw, i 

and passed by Sancourt, an infonner, and Bron« \ 

ie\, an attorney and pig-merchant, was confirmed 
by the parliament of Paris, in opposition to the ^ 

eonclasions of the procureur-general (which were 
adopted by a minority of ten against twenty^five) 
and in spite of a consultaticni of ten of the most .« 

celebrated advocates of Paris, in which they ( 

demonstrated the -illegality of the proceedings, 
and the indulgence which ought to be shown to ^ 

boys accused of no plot, and of no premeditated 
offence. 

Five executioners were sent from Paris to 
execute this sentence. De la Barre was put to 
the torture, and died with tranquil courage, 
without resentment, without complaining, and 
without ostentation. This execution filled, all 
Abbeville with such consternation, and the whole 
nation with such horror, that Uie parties con- 
cerned did not dare to proceed in the trial of 
the others ; and the judges fied into the country, i 

to escape being stoned by the people. | 

" It is melancholy ,'' says Voltaire, " to think ' 

that love should have produced this frightful i 

catastrophe : in our times it does not usually 
occasion such horrors." 

" Do you know," says he in another . letter, 
^* that the horrid affair of the chevalier de la 
Barre was occasioned by the tender passion of 
love? Do you know that an old wretch of Ab- 
beville, named B^ , in love with the abbess ^ 

of V , and rejected as he deserved, was the . I 

sole mover of those abominable proceedings ?" — * i 

A.D. 1766. 



^< 
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BASSOMPIEHRE. 

Marsh:al d£ Basso MPi£RR£ was a finished 
specimen of the French rake of the time of 
Henry IV ; and if his intrigues procured him some 
agre^bk enjoyments, he was also indebted to 
them for many misfortunes. His amours with 
Marie de Balsac, sister to Henriette de Balsac, 
marchioness of Verneuil, are notorious. These 
ladies were daughters of Fran^ais de Balsac, 
seigneur of Entragues, and of Marie Touchet. 

Shortly after the birth of M. de Bassompierre's 
passion for this young lady, he had the misfor* 
tune, in taking his handkerchief from his pocket, 
to drop, without perceiving it, one of his mis- 
tress's letters. The marquis de CoBuvres picked 
it up without saying anything, and gave it to 
the king. This was soon rumoured at court, 
and occasioned a multitude of pleasantries. 
M. de Bassompierre sent to demand the letter 
from the marquis ; and on the latter refusing to 
give it up, he sent the marquis de Crequy to 
challenge him* although the king had forbidden 
him to seek any quarrel about the matter. This 
duel did not take place, for the king prevented 
it : he also banished M M. de Bassompierre and 
de Crequy from his presence. This disgrace, 
which did not last long, was the first disagree- 
able thing which M. de Bassompierre experienced 
on account of his mistress. It was followed by 
a second, which was much more serious, and 
had nearly been his ruin. 

Henry IV had commissioned him to carry two 
letters, one to the marchioness de Verneuil, the 
other to the countess de Moret. M. de Bas- 



1B8 ILJ.USTttATIONS OF LOVE. 

sompierre went first to the marchioness's, be- 
cause he was ' sure of finding mademoiselle 
d'Entragues there. He had the weakness, or 
rather the imprudence, to say that he was also 
the bearer of a letter to the countess de Moret. 
The marchioness, being that lady's rival, wished 
to see it, and used her siister's infiuence to 
procure the gratification of her curiosity. The 
lover, unable to refuse,* gave up the letter. After 
its perusal, it was necessary to re-seal it. The 
marchioness declared that nothing was easier 
than to get a cipher made which should resemble 
that upon the seal. Unfortunately M. de Bas- 
sompierre entrusted this commission to one of 
his domestics; and, more unfortunately still, 
this domestic applied to the king's engraver. 
The servant was immediately seized, but con- 
trived to make his escape. The letter, however, 
remained in the engraver's hands. M. de Bas- 
sompierre, feeling the danger of his situation, 
hastened to the countess de Moret, and told her 
what had happened; only saying that he had 
broken the seal of the letter by mistake, think- 
ing it was a billet from one of his mistresses. 
The countess believed him, laughed at his mis- 
take, and wrote about it in the same terms to the 
king, who was highly amused at it; which was 
all very lucky for M. de Bassompierre. 

Meanwhile, notwithstanding these perplexities 
and untoward circumstances, the affair of the 
two lovers went on prosperously. Mademoiselle 
d'Entragues was daughter and sister to women 
who had not been very, cruel in similar cir- 
cumstances. When "she had determined . upon 
imitating their conduct, she came to an agree- 
ment with her lover that he should occupy an 
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apartment adjoining hers, .and that he should 
have a door made in the partition, by which 
they could communicate. By means of this 
contrivance, they enjoyed each other's company 
for a considerable time. 

"I returned to Paris," says M. de Bassom- 
pierre in his memoirs, '' to see my mistress, who 
was lodging in the Rue de la Coutellerie. To 
this house I had a private entrance, by which I 
used to ascend to the third story, which her 
mother had not hired ; and she, by a secret 
staircase communicating with her wardrobe, used 
to come to me when her mother was asleep.'^ 

A curious accident added to the piquancy 
of this intrigue. One evening, when M. cfe Bas- 
sompierre had been supping with M. le Grand, 
on taking leave, he put on a cloak belonging to 
the latter, upon which was the cross of the order 
of St Louis; and thus accoutred, he went to his 
accustomed rendezvous. The duke de Guise, 
who was also in love with mademoiselle d*En- 
tragues, and was jealous of M. de Bassompierre, 
set his servants to watch his motions. They 
saw him go in and out of the house where his 
mistress was residing; but the cloak deceived 
them, and made them think it was M. le Grand. 
The duke de Guise did not fail to go the next 
morning and communicate his discovery to M. 
de Bassompierre, who affected to be very angry, . 
exclaiming against the inconstancy of women, 
but internally enjoying the joke. His mistress, 
being in due time apprised of this mistake, 
amused herself yery much, with talking of it to 
M. le Grand, who took good care not to unde- 
ceive the duke de Guise. Nevertheless, M. de 
Bassompierre, finding by this occurrence that his 
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actions were watched, was obliged to be more 
cautions; yet, in spite of all bis precaatioQA, 
another and a more serious accident occurr^ 
to interrupt his pleasures. 

Madame d'Entragues, having too mvich 
experience not to suspect her daughter's in- 
trigue, resolred to discover it with certainty. 
Having found in the night that her daughter 
was absent from her bed, the called her in a 
loud voice, scolded her when she came» and had 
the door of communication fastened. This mis- 
fortune was not of long duration : the lover, by 
means of protestations, which in such circum- 
stances cost nothing, made his peace with the 
mother. But the affair assumed a more serious 
aspect (more serious, at least according to 
French notions of such matters) when the young 
lady could no longer doubt that she was preg- 
nant. This disagreeable discovery caused her 
to be sent from home, and made the public ac- 
quainted with the affair. To console the dis- 
tressed fair one, and dry up her tears, her lover 
made her a promise of maVriage, which served 
to appease her mother; from whom mademoi- 
selle d'Eutragues concealed the fact that she 
had given counter-letters such as her lover 
desired. 

Meanwhile, M. de Bassompierre having dis- 
pleased the count de Soissons, the latter sent for 
madame d*Entragues, told her that M. de Bas- 
sompierre was acting dishonourably both to her 
and her daughtier, and that he was resolved she 
should forbid him to visit her. In order to justify 
her conduct, that lady shewed him the promise of 
marriage* The count, thinking that he had now 
discovered the means of punishing the man whom 
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Be hated, prevailed = upon the lady to kisdtute 
proceedings against her daughter's gallant. He 
appealed to Sens, frbm'Sens to the parliament of 
Paris^y and was finally sent to Rouen to be judged 
definitively. The Entragues family, foreseeing 
that the issue would not be favourable to them, 
made' exceptions against the parliament of Rouen, 
on the' ground that most of the members of it 
were either friends or relations of M. de Bassom- 
pierre ; and without apprising him of their inten- 
tion, they applied to the court of Rome, which ap- 
pointed three French prelates to give judgment. 
One of these prelates, gained over, it is said, by 
money, and generally blamed for his conduct 
m this afiair, without waiting for the opinion of 
the two others, pronounced a sentence which con- 
demned M. de Bassompierre to perform the pro- 
mise of marriage. This judgment was reversed 
by the parliament, and so the affair dropped. It 
caused M. de Bassompierre considerable vexation, 
and was a heavy drain upon his purse. It may 
well be supposed, that from the commencement 
of these proceedings he had ceased to visit ma- 
demoiselle d'Entragues, who had allied herself 
with all her family against him. 

It is in relation to this process at law that M. 
de Bassompierre, with genuine French nencAa- 
lancef observes in his memoirs, ^' I had been 
pleading for eight years against a great family, 
which threatened me with certain death, unless 
I married one of the queen's maids, to whom I had 

fiven a child and a promise." This child was 
ouift de 'Bassompierre, who was afterwards 
bijshop of Saintes. 

Some time after the termination of the suit, as 
marshal i}e Bassompierre was passing through the 
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salle des gardes in the Louvre, he met his former 
mistress ; and when he saluted her, she said to 
him, " Indeed, monsieur, you ought to entitle 
me to the honours of marechale" " How, ma- 
demoiselle V* returned he ; '* would you assume 
a nom-de-guerre ?'* Offended at this answer, she 
told him he was the greatest fool in the whole 
court. " So I should have been had I been 
so foolish as to marry you,'' was the gallant 
reply. However, when the prince de Cond6 had 
married mademoiselle de Montmorenci, who had 
been promised to M. de Bassompierre, the mar- 
shal, to dissipate the chagrin which siezed upon 
him, made up matters with mademoiselle d'£n- 
tragues, and once more became assiduous in his 
visits to her. This renewed intimacy occasioned 
a very pleasant adventure. 

One of the ecuyers, named Camille Simoni, 
lodging near the residence of madame d'Entra-' 
gues, killed a young man who had successfully 
paid his court to, his landlady, to whom he was 
himself very partial. The unfortunate rival was 
thrust into the street, after receiving several 
sword wounds, and expired exactly under made- 
moiselle d'Entragues' windows. A passenger in 
the street, who happened to be acquainted with 
M. Bassompierre's intrigue, took the corpse to 
be his, and went to inform his domestics. As 
the marshal had gone out that night, and was 
not yet returned, they had no difHculty in be- 
lieving what was told them. 

They went to the place to which they were 
directed, carried away the body with great 
lamentation, and brought it into their master's 
chamber. Here they discovered their mistake; 
upon which they took the body to a surgeon, 
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trlio placed it in the bands of the police. This 
adventure, as every particular of it became 
public, did not at all contribute to re-establish 
the reputation of mademoiselle d'Entragues. 

The enmity of the count de Soissons against 
M. de Bassompierre, 'which occasioned his pro- 
secution by his mistress's family, seems to 
have arisen from the marshal's being beloved 
by Louise-Marguerite de Lorraine, daughter of 
Henry I, duke of Guise, called le Balafre. She 
had married Francis, prince de Conti, brother of 
the count de Soissons. It is certain that, after 
the prince of Conti's death, his widow united 
herself, by a marriage de conscienc€f to the mar- 
shal, her lover, and had by him a son, known by 
the name of la Tour, who is mentioned in the 
journal of his life. 

M. de Bassompierre was arrested on account 
of this marriage, and put in the Bastile in 1631 
Having some reason to expect such an event, 
he informs us, with great naivete, that he threw 
into the fire no less than 6,000 love letters 
received from various ladies. The princess, his 
wife, who a few days before had been banished 
to Eu, died of grief two months after. The 
marshal remained in the Bastile, and was not 
liberated until the death of cardinal Richelieu 
in 1643, a period of twelve years, and that 
without charge or examination. Such is despo- 
tism! 

M. de Bassompiere was a knight of the royal 
order, a colonel of the Swiss guards, and a mar- 
shal of France. He died in 1646, at an ad- 
vanced age, and may be regarded as the duG. 
de Richelieu of ti preceding age. They both 
lived to become laughed at, by aiming to support 

VOL. I. 7 
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the character of gallant at a period of life wheQ 
gallantry is ridiculous. 



BAYLE. 

According to the abbe d'Olivet, the famous 
critic Peter Bayle was not insensible to the 
passion of love ; and he su£fered many vexations 
on account of it. 

While he was teaching philosophy at Sedan, 
he fell in love with the wife of M. Jurieu, a 
Protestant minister, and succeeded in making 
himself agreeable to her. On the suppression of 
the academy of Sedan, M. Jurieu was obliged 
to quit the kingdom. Bayle would fain have 
settled in France, which he had many motives 
fordoing; but the fascinating eyes of madame 
Jurieu were the controversialists which deter- 
mined the philosopher to leave his country. At 
Rotterdam, whither he followed his mistress, so 
close an intimacy could not long be witnessed 
without its innocence being suspected. M. Ju* 
rieu was at length persuaded, that although he 
had discovered so many things in the Apoca- 
lypse, he had not observed what was passing in 
his own house. A cavalier in such a case draws 
his sword ; a gentleman of the long robe enters 
an action ; a poet composes a satire. M. Jurieu^ 
being a theologian, denounced Bayle as impi- 
ous, and procured his expulsion from the pro- 
fessorship of philosophy and history, which had 
been instituted expressly for him. It would 
have been more politic, says an historian, to 
have given him two professorships instead of 
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6116) that he might not have leisure to give 
lessons to madame Jurieu. 

Bayle was born at Carlat, in the county of 
Foix. He is well known as the author of many 
works, amongst which is his very voluminous 
and very curious Dictionary, to which modem 
philosophers have often had recourse for weapons 
to defend their various systems. Bayle died at 
Rotterdam, aged fifty-nine, in the year 1706, 



BEAUMANOIR. 

John, sire de Beaumanoir, had for a con- 
siderable time lived with a daughter of one of his 
farmers. This public and dishonourable con- 
nexion gave great umbrage to the young woman's 
father, who, carrying his revenge to the greatest 
extremity, assassinated his lord. He was seized, 
confessed his crime, and added that he had an 
accomplice, who had been sent him by the sire 
de Tournemine. There seemed to be additional 
ground of suspicion against that seigneur ; since, 
a short time after the death of Beaumanoir, he 
had married his widow. It was thought that, 
being in love with that lady, he had made use 
of the farmer's hostility, and had even stimulated 
it, in order to procure the enjoyment of his 
mistress, by getting rid of her husband. 

Upon these suspicions Robert de Beaumanoir, 
brother to the deceased, became Tournemine's 
accuser. The wager of battle was offered and 
accepted, and a day was fixed for the combat. 
The suspicions against the accused were in- 
creased by the circumstance that the widow of 

17* 



196 ILLUSTRATIONS OF LOVE. 

John de Beaumanoir was called upon to joia 
her brother-in-law in the suit against her neir 
husband. The situation was a delicate one, and 
she refused. The issue of the combat wsts in. 
favour of Robert de Beaumanoir : he overcame 
his adversary, slew him, and had the generosity 
to solicit the duke of Britanny not to give up 
the body of the vanquished to the rigour of the 
law; according to which it would have been 
hanged or drawn. We are not informed what 
became of the widow. A.D. 1386. 



THOMAS BECKET. 

(his origin.) 

Among the multitude of Englishmen who^ 
yielding to the neces^sity of obtaining a livelihood, 
attached themselves to the rich Normans, as 
domestics or inferior agents, and followed them 
in their campaigns abroad, carrying the lance 
and escutcheon not their own, leading with 
their right hand the war-horse of another, there 
was, in the time of Henry I, a man of London^ 
whom historians call Gilbert Becket. It appears 
that his real name was Beck; and that the 
Normans, amongst whom he lived, joined to it 
a familiar diminutive, common in their lan- 
guage; iu like manner as the Saxons (we are 
told by some old verses) also lengthening it by 
a diminutive termination peculiar to their idiom^ 
made it Beckie or Beckin. Gilbert Beckie, or 
Becket, repaired then to the crusade under the 
banner of a chief of foreign race, to seek his 
fortune in the kingdom of Jerusalem, and try 
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if, by a little good luck> he might not himself 
become a high and mighty baron in Syria, as the 
armour-bearers of William the Conqueror's army 
had become in England. But the Arabs de- 
fended themselves more successfully than the 
Saxons had done. The Englishman Becket was 
ti^en prisoner, and made a slave in the house- 
hold of a Mahometan chief. 

Unfortunate and despised as he was, he 
gained what the Norman chiefs, in all their 
glory, rarely gained in England — the love of 
a woman of the country* This woman was no 
other than the daughter of the chief to whom 
Gilbert was captive. By her assistance he 
made his escape, and repassed the sea. But 
his deliverer, unable to live without him, forsook 
her father's house to go in search of him. She 
knew but two words intelligible to the inha- 
bitants of the west-*-London and Gilbert. By 
the aid of the former of these she embarked for 
England in a vessel carrying traders and pil- 
grims : by that of the latter, running from street 
to street, repeating " Gilbert, Gilbert!" to the as- 
tonished crowd that gathered round her, she 
found the man whom she loved^ 
- Gilbert Becket, after taking the advice of 
several bishops on this miraculous incident, had 
his mistress baptised, changed her Saracen name 
into Matilda, and married her. The singularity 
of this marriage made it much talked of ; and 
it became the subject of several popular ballads, 
two of which^ still extant, and which are to be 
found among ' Jamieson's Popular Songs/ con- 
tain very affecting detaih. In the year 1119 
Gilbert and Matilda had a son, who was-called 
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Thomas Becket, accordifig to the mode of double 
names introduced into England by the Normans*' 
Such (as related by several eminent writers) 
was the romantic origin of a man ^destined to run 
an almost romantic career, and to trouble, in a 
manner alike violent and unforeseen, the great- 
grandson of the Norman bastard in thepeacefat 
enjoyment of the power acquired by his ancestors.- 



BEHN. 

Mrs Afhara Behn, who acquired some 
celebrity during the licentious reign of Chai'les 11^ 
is entitled to be mentioned aoiongst amatory 
heroines, though by no means in the most ddi^ 
cate sense of the term. 

Her father, through the interest of his relation, 
lord WiUoughby, being appointed lieutenant- 
general of Surinam, ^ranbarked with his family 
for the West Indies, taking with him Aphara, 
who was then very young» The father died at 
sea^ but his family safely arrived at Surinam, 
and remained there several years ; during which 
time Aphara became acquainted with the Ame- 
rican prince Oronoko, whom she made the 8ub« 
ject of a novel, subsequently dramatised by 
Southern. On her return to England, she mar- 
ried Mr Behn, a merchant of London, of Dutch 
extraction; but was probably a widow when 
selected by Charles II as a proper person to 
acquire intelligence on the continent during the 
. Dutch war. She accordingly took up her resi-» 
dence at Antwerp^ where ^e engaged in gal« 
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Jafitrtes for the good of her country; and it is 
said that, by means of one of her admirers, she 
obtamed and. transmitted advice of the intention 
of the Dutch to sail up the Thames* This intel- 
ligence, although true, being discredited, she 
gave up politics, and returned to England, where 
she devoted herself to intrigues and writing for 
support; and as she had a good person and 
rmuch conversational talent, she became fashion* 
able among the men of wit and pleasure of the 
time. She published three volumes of poems, of 
Rochester, Etherege, Crisp, and others, with 
some poetry of her own ; and wrote seventeen 
playSy the heartless licentiousness of which was 
disgraceful both to her sex and to the age 
which tolerated the performance of them* She 
was also the author of a couple of volumes of 
novels, and of the celebrated love-letters be^ 
tween a nobleman and his sister-in-law (lord 
Graiy and lady Henrietta Berkeley.) Pope, in 
his characters of women, alludes to Mrs Behn 
under her poetical name of Astrea : — 

« The sta^ how loosely does Astrea tread, 
7 Who fairly puts her characters to bed V* 

She died in 1689, between forty and fifty years 
of age, and was buried in the cloisters of West- 
minster abbey. 



BELISARIUS. 

The nsudae of Belisarius is known to every- 
body, especially since it has been made the sub^- 
ject of a romance by a very celebrated author. 
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They who have studied history, consider Uii# 
great man in his character as a warrior, famous 
for the victories which he gained in Africa an<i 
Italy ; having heen so fortunate as to lead ea,p^ 
tive to Constantinople, Gelimer, king of the Vanw 
dais, and Vitiges, king of the Goths. This was 
in the reign of Justinian. MarmonteFs romance 
represents Belisarius in the light not only of a 
philosopher, but of a modern philosopher. But 
it is the weaknesses of this warrior and philoso- 
pher that have relation to the object of our work* 
Belisarius was born in Dardania, and had 
married Antonina, whose mother, according ts 
^rocopius, had prostituted herself upon th^ 
stage. The same historian informs us that Anto* 
nina, a worthy daughter of such a mother, led a 
very irregular life in her youth ; and indeed that 
several children, bom before her marriage, were 
living proofs of her misconduct. *' She had no 
sooner contracted matrimony," adds the histo- 
rian, '' than she violated its sanctity by her aduU 
teries ; which, however, she was at g^at paina 
to conceal, not from respect for her husband, 
for she never respected any one, nor from shame 
at her own infamous conduct, — ^but from her 
fear of the empress." As the cause of this fear 
did not long remain in existence, Antonina then 
abandoned herself to the gratification of her pas-» 
sions without reserve. 

Of these one of the most remarkable was that 
which she conceived for a youth named Theodo- 
sius, whom Belisarius had adopted, and who 
lived in his house. At first, however, this 
intercourse was only carried on in secret; biit 
•afterwards her servants were witnesses of it, her 
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paasion having then become so violent, that it 
broke through all restraint. 

The object of this Dictionary requires us to 
show how great an influence this despicable 
l^oman had over the mind of her husband^ and 
bow much she abused it, to lead him to the 
commission of errors, and even of crimes. 

A female servant, named Macedonia, having 
ventured to inform Belisarius of his wife's mis- 
conduct, and. corroborated bet testimony by that 
of two other domestics, Antonina had the address 
to silence these reports; and Belisarius being 
weak enough to give up the three faithful domes« 
tics to her vengeance, she had them put to 
death. 

An officer of distinction under Belisarius^ 
named Constantine, who was sincerely attached 
to his general, advised him to punish Antonina - 
for her licentiousness. After reproaching and 
threatening his wife, Belisarius was so imprudent, 
in the reconciliation which followed, as to acquaint 
her with the advice he had received, and the 
name of the person who had given it; and this 
woman, who was now hardened in crime, had the 
assurance to demand the death of Constantine, 
which Belisarius had not resolution enough to 
refuse her. This criminal acquiescence, sufficient 
to dishonour the memory of Belisarius, took place 
while he was besieged in Rome by an army of 
Goths under the command of Vitiges. The his- 
torian who relates this incident, says that Anto- 
nina had vowed the death of Constantine, '' be- 
f^ause she could not forget that on one occasion, 
when Belisarius was violently enraged against 
pne of her lovers, whose intrigue he had disco- 
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^rdd, CDiistantine had said to him, ^ For my** 
party I would sooner pardon the adulterer who 
wronged ihe^ than the wife who dishonoured me J 
BisliBarius, accustomed to be too easily per- 
dJaadeid by his wife^ suffered this brave officer to 
be put to death/' 

AntoBtna had had before her marriage a son 
named Photius. This young man beheld with 
indignation the conduct of his mother, and the 
mfluenee of her favourite Theodosius. Having 
resolved to put an end to so great a scandal, he 
succeeded in opening the eyes of Belisarius, 
while he was engaged in the war against Chos- 
roes. He then seemed to «how some little vigour : 
Antonina was put in confinement by his orders,' 
and Photius had Theodosius closely imprisoned 
in Cilicia. But this aspect of affairs soon' 
-changed: the empress Theodora was the pro^ 
tectress of Antonina, and she had her reasons, 
for countenancing crime and libertinism. She. 
compelled Bellsarius to be reconciled to his^ 
wife; and the unfortunate Photius became the 
victim of this shameful reconciliation. He was 
put into a nanrow prison, from which having 
escaped at the end of three years, he was ob- 
liged to turn monk, in order to avoid the perse- 
(iutions of Theodora and of his cruel mother. To 
complete the shame of the weak Belisarius, An- 
tonina had her favourite Theodosius restored to 
her, though he died shortly after. '* The empire,'' 
says an historian, *^ lost in the person of Photius 
a young warrior formed by the lessons of Behsa- 
rius, and whose valour gave the highest promise 
of a brilliant career." 

It is known that calumny, whose perfidiou^ 
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arta are still so successfully employed in tbe 
courts of princes, deprived Belisanus of the 
emperor's farour, and of the fruits of his services. 
A large part of his property was taken from him ; 
he was reduced to a private station ; and was 
restored to favour only on his promising the 
empress that he would be the very humble slave 
of Antonina. TTo such a degree of humiliation 
'Was brought one of the greatest pien that the 
Empire had for a long time produced: and this 
: man, who was surely something ^orse thaii 
j weak, has been represented to us as a philoso- 
' pher, and the preceptor of sovereigns ! 

Thenceforward Belisarius submitt;ed in all 
things to the will of his wife, of yrhom he was 
still passionately fond, although she was now 
more than sixty years old. Of this blind and 
disgraceful submission he gave a signal proof in 
lis approbation of the conduct of Antonina 
towards her daughter. The empress, wishing to 
marry this young woman to her grandson Ana- 
^tasius, and fearing that she might die* before 
Belisarius returned from Italy, where he then 
was, caused Anastasius to cohabit with his mr 
tended wife in the meantime, in order to ensure 
the marrii^e. This intercourse continued for 
eight months, and with the public knowledge. 
The death of Theodora, however, prevented her 
intention from being fulfilled : it was no longer 
Antonina^s pleasure that her daughter should 
marry Anastasius, notwithstanding that she was 
dishonoured; and Belisarius, as usual, weakly 
complied with her wishes. 

It is said that great philosophy is requisite to 
endure patiently the misconduct of a wife. In 
that sense, indeed, Belisarius was truly philp- 
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Ssophical : but there is nothing at all about that 
kind of philosophy in Marmonters romanoe« 
1^ Belisarius died in the year of Christ 565* 



BELLEGARDE. 

Roger be St Larrt, duke of Bellegarde, 
grand equerry of France, was acquainted, before 
Henry IV, with Gabrielle d*£str6s. It was he 
who inspired that prince with the desire of seeing 
her ; which sight is known to have kindled in 
him so ardent a passion that, but for the 
lady's death, the great Henry would perhaps 
have had the weakness to marry her. M, de 
Bellegarde soon discorered that the vain de- 
sire, too common to lovers, of having his mis- 
tress admired, had given him a rival, and a verj 
dangerous one. History informs us of two ad- 
ventures amongst others, in which the duke 
incurred the greatest peril on this account. 

The king had one morning departed, to attend 
to an affair of great consequence, which was 
expected to detain him for some time; and La 
Belle Gabrielle thought she might avail herself 
of this absence to entertain the grand kou^er at 
leisure, of whom she is said to have been much 
fonder than of the king. Scarcely had she 
begun to taste the pleasure of being alone with 
her lover, when Henry returned, and the duke 
had only just time to hide himself in a closet* 
To complete his misfortune and embarrassment^ 
the king desired to eat some sweetmeats, and in 
that very closet the sweetmeats were deposited. 
Arphure, GabrieUe*s waiting- woman, was called^ 



^ 
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for she carried the key of the closet ; bat Arphure 
ipras not to be found. The king, growing impa^ 
tient, struck the door, and threatened to burst it 
open. The duke, "who, it may well be supposed, 
felt that his situation was becoming very critical, 
jumped out at the window, which he had the 
good luck to do without either hurting himself 
or being observed. The waiting- woman, who 
had only been waiting for this, immediately ap* 
peared, and hastened to unlock the door. The 
king, in whom all this delay had awakened some 
suspicions^ made a strict search, but found no- 
thing. Then his mistress, being sure of her 
ground, loaded him with a thousand reproaches. 
She told him that it appeared his love was be« 
ginning to cool, and that he was only seeking a 
pretext for casting her off; but that she would 
not give him an opportunity of doing so, for she 
was absolutely resolved to return to her husband. 
The king, alarmed at these threats, threw himself 
at her feet, asked her pardon, and promised 
never again to be jealous. For a long time after, 
he did not venture to testify the least suspicion^ 
lest she should put her threat in execution. 

This adventure made the duke more circum. 
spect. In order to remove any lingering suspi- 
cions in the mind of the king, he declared him- 
self the lover of mademoiselle de Guise, daughter 
of the duke de Guise, killed at Blois ; but as his 
passion for La Belle Gabrielle was not therefore 
the less ardent, he still kept up a secret inter- 
course with her. On one occasion he wrote her 
a very gallant letter, which unfortunately fell 
into the hands of one of the king's household, 
supposed to have been Beringhen, his principal 
valet-de-chambre, who showed it to him; in 
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consequence of which, Henry ordered him to 
observe more closely the conduct of his mistress, 
who was then become duchessde Beaufort, after 
giving birth to Cesar, duke de Vendome. One 
day Beringhen, feeling sure that the grand ecuyer 
was with her, hastened to inform his master, 
who ordered Charles de Choiseul, inarquis de 
Praslin, captain of his body-guards, to go and 
kill M. de Bellegarde at the duchess*s house. 
That officer, being a friend of M.de Bellegarde, 
thought it his duty to save his life, without at the 
same time compromising himself. He was a 
long time in getting the guards together, to 
accompany him ; and went a roundabout way to 
the duchess's house, on pretence of going unob- 
served; so that, when he arrived, the person 
whom he was sent to find was no longer, there. 
La Belle Gabrielle was so grateful for this piece 
of service, that she procured for the marquis de 
Praslin a marshaFs staff. In order to justify her- 
self to the king, she had recourse to complsunts 
and reproaches, the means which she had always 
found so successful. She protested that she had 
not read the billet which had fallen into his 
hands, and her credulous lover was easily per- 
suaded of the truth of her statement* She was, 
however, under the necessity of consenting to 
the banishment of the duke de Bellegarde, who 
was ordered to absent himself from the court, 
and not to return until he was married. The 
death of La Belle Gabrielle, which happened 
shortly after, delivered the duke from the perils 
to which his passion exposed him. 

But love soon brought him into fresh misfor- 
tunes. He thought fit to offer his homage to 
mademoiselle d'Entragues, a fresh mistress of 
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Henry IV, known by the name of the marchioness 
de Verneuil. This woman, aspiring to become 
queen, received the grand ecuyer*s advances un- 
favourably* When she learned that the king's 
marriage with Marie de Medicis was determined 
on, she became furious; and she thought that 
the duke de Bellegarde had contributed to bring 
it about, in order to revenge himself for the 
slights he had received from her. She was not a 
woman to pass over quietly an offence so serious. 
The prince de Joinville was her lover; and she 
required of him to put the grand ecuyer to death. 
The prince^ to please this imperious woman, 
attacked the duke before the very house where 
the king was, and wounded him dangerously. 

The duke de Bellegarde married the widow of 
his uncle, marshal de Thermes, whom he had 
adored during her first husband's life, but whom 
he treated ill when she had become his own 
wife. He lived in the reigns of Henry HI, Henry 
IV, and Louis XIII. Having been involved in 
the sentence passed against all who had adhered 
to the party of the duke of Orleans, brother to 
Louis XIII, he was deprived of his government, 
and of all the benefits that had been conferred 
upon him by those kings, was confined to a small 
house belonging to one of his friends, and was • 
obliged to borrow money in order to subsist. 

After the death of Louis XIII, queen Anne of 
Austria, remembering that the duke de Belle- 
garde had rendered homage to her beauty, 
repaired his fortune. She gave him pensions, 
anid caused his property, which had been con^ 
fiscated, to be restored to him. He was then 
eighty years old, but his company was still agree-* 
able, even to the young. He died in 1640. 
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BENYOWSKY. 

The adventures and voyages of the count de 
Benyowsky made considerable noise towards the 
close of the last century. His escape from the 
horrible climate of Kamtschatka, whither he had 
been exiled by order of the senate of Petersburgh, 
was materially aided by a love affair with the 
daughter of the. Kamtschatkan governor; which is 
BO intimately connected with that eventful period 
of his adventurous life, that we shall extract the 
particulars of it from the count's journal, pub- 
lished at London in the year 1789. 

He thus begins his narrative: — " I was bom 
of an illustrious family in Hungary, and served 
the states of the republic of Poland with some 
distinction ; under whose colours I had the mis- 
fortune to be made prisoner by the Russians in 
open war, after receiving seventeen wounds. This 
unfortunate event subjected me to every hardship 
which tyranny could inflict. I was conveyed 
from one prison to another, and at last con- 
demned to the unhappy state of slavery. In 
conse(][uence of the order of the Russian senate 
for my banishment, I was loaded with fetters, 
^nd conducted to Tobolsk, the capital of Siberia." 

From Tobolsk the count was carried to the 
port of Ochvezk, on the eastern coast of Siberia, 
at which place he embarked with his fellow- 
exiles, and arrived, after a rough passage, at 
Kamtschatka,the north-easternmost point of Asia 
and of the Russian empire. Here the count and 
his companions took up their abode with the rest 
gf the exiles in a wretched village appointed foe 
their residence, consisting of a few cabins. 
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In this situation the count soon formed an 
intimacy with Mr Crustiew^ one of the exiles, 
who appeared to have considerable influence 
among them ; and the consequence was, that a 
society of exiles was established for projecting 
the means of escape. The exiles having pro- 
ceeded in a body to pay their compliments to 
the governor, and the latter being informed that 
the count spoke several languages, he appointed 
him master of languages to his son and three 
daughters; in consideration of which he dis« 
pensed him from all public work, and ordered 
the same subsistence to be allowed him .as to the 
soldiers of the garrison. 

" On the 7th,"* says the count, " my late 
rising obliged me to hasten to the governor's^ 
where I found the younger part of the family 
assembled in the hall. I gave them the copies, 
and caused them to > spell the words. The 
youngest of the three daughters, whose name 
was Aphanasia, who was sixteen years of age, 
proposed many questions concerning my thoughts 
in my present situation^ Her questions con- 
vinced me that her father had given them some 
information concerning my birth and misfor- 
tunes* I therefore gave them an account of my 
adventures, at which my scholars appeared to 
be highly affected, and the youngest wept very 
pQUch. She was a beautiful girl, and her sen- 
sibility created much emotion in my mind ; but| 
$das I I was an exile.^f 

The governor was so well pleased with the 
manner in which the count discharged his office 

* The 7th of December 1770. 

t The count might hare added, that he had a wife living 
in Europe. 
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as a tutor, that he presented him with a female 
slave, and a sledge drawn by dogs. A proposal 
was also made to him by some of the chief 
gentlemen of the town to establish a public 
school. 

" The more," says he, " I reflected on the 
favourable change m my situation, the more my 
hope increased that I should be able to execute 
in safety the plan I had formed for my deliver- 
ance. For the distressing image of a wife whom 
I loved, and who in my absence, in all pro- 
bability, had given birth to an infant, presented 
itself mstantly to my mind, and permitted me 
to receive no perfect sstisfaction. Absorbed in 
these reflections, I paid little attention to the 
conyersation between my companions and our 
guests ; but the hetmaa* roused me out of my 
reverie, by requesting me to come and dine with 
him, and play a few games at chess.'' 

Ilie count being a very dexterous chess- 
player, an association was formed at the chan- 
cellor's to play against him, the chancellor, and 
the hetman ; which afterwards turned out very 
profitable for the three confederates. 

'^ The agreement was ratified by an evening^s 
entertaiikment, at which fifty persons were pre- 
sent; and the goyernor himself, with his family, 
came in. On his arrival, the music was sent 
for, and dancing began. As for myself, I was 
a friendly spectator of the whole; and being 
now upon terms of great familiarity with every 
one, I requested the chancellor to send a few 
bottles to my companions. He invited them all, 
appointing a chamber for their use, where they 
could see everything that passed without com- 

* The commanding officer of the Cossaekfti 
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municating with the assembly contrary to the 
laws. During the whole entertainment my 
scholar Aphanasia never quitted me but to jom 
in the dance, which she did very gracefully; 
her mother came up to us once, and whispered 
to me, ' I think your scholar will become your 
friend; have an eye over her: 1 am a kind 
mother/ She spoke to me in very good Ger- 
man ; and as it was the first time I had con- 
versed with her, I felt some embarrassment; 
but soon recollecting myself, 1 assured her of 
my respect . and inviolable attachment. The 
governor, observing me in conversation with the 
mother and the daughter, likewise came up to 
usy and asked the subject of our conversation ; 
but madame de Nilow prevented my answering, 
by saying that she was inquiring whether i 
could not teach her daughter music? This 
mezzotermino delivered me from all apprehen- 
sion, and a short time afterwards the governor 
and his lady retired. Miss Nilow returned to, 
me, and informed me that her father had con- 
sented to the establishment of a public school, 
and that consequently she, with her sisters, and 
brothers, should often have the pleasure of visit- 
ing her master. It is impossible to describe the 
amiable and graceful manner of this charming 
girl. Two hours after midnight, I attended my 
scholar, with her sisters, to the governor's house, 
and afterwards returned home. 

'^ The next morning, as soon as the lessons 
werQ ended at the governor's house^ I was asked 
a thousand questions concerning my country, 
its manners, customs, with various other particu- 
lars ; and when I was preparing to depart, the 
governor's lady arrived, and after dismissing h^ 
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children, made me sit down beside her. She 
jnformed me that she was the daughter of a 
Swedish colonel exiled into Siberia; that her 
mother had changed her religion, and that she 
bad married Mr Nilow^ at that time lieutenant- 
'tolonel, a worthy man, but greatly addicted to 
prinking, the excess of which rendered him 
4rutal and insupportable; that she enjoyed no 
pleasure excepting that of seeing her family 
grow up around her, though at the present 
mstant, after having suffered the mortification 
of seeing her two eldest daughters married to 
two officers who were addicted to gluttony and 
drinking to the most disgusting excess, she could 
not but lament the fate of the youngest, who 
was intended by her father to be married to a 
certain Kusma, one of the most disagpreeable 
persons in the universe. She therefore intreated 
aie to endeavour to gain the confidence of the 
^vernor, and to use my utmost exertions to 
change this resolution. My reply to this good 
mother was, that I would do my best» and that 
at all times she should find me obedient to her 
commands. Soon after I took my leave, and 
returned home, where I found an invitation from 
the hetman to form a party at chess. 

**The next day, when I entered the hall, I 
was surprised to find Aphanasia absent, and still 
more to hear that she was ill in bed; but beings 
desirous of taking her lesson, she had asked 
leave for me to come to her, which her mother 
had granted. I was accordingly introduced int6 
her chamber, where this amiable girl disclosed 
the sentiments of her heart with such openness 
and simplicity, that the Russian language at 
that moment appeared to me the most musical 
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in the universe. Our conversation was inter^ 
rupted by the appearance of madame Nilow. 
I dierefore took my leave. 

<* On the 20th, madame de Nilow pressed 
me much to teach her daughter music. Unfor- 
tunately, however, my whole knowledge of this 
art consisted in playing the harp, an instrument 
which it would have been a miracle to have 
found in Kamtschatka. Nevertheless, to please 
this lady, I promised to make one; though I 
had never handled any cabinet-maker's tools: 
On my return home, I consulted with my friends 
concerning the accomplishment of my promise ; 
and, after I had made a model, Panow underr 
took to assist me in the construction of the in- 
strument ; Crustiew engaged to make the stringd 
with the entrails of dogs and rein-deer, and Ste« 
phanow promised to form all the iron screws." 

The count proceeds to detail an attempt which 
was made by one Casarinew, a merchant, to de- 
stroy himself and his companions by poisoning 
some loaf sugar. Benyowsky ana the rest 
escaped, however, with a severe fit of sickness^ 
excepting only one individual, who died in con-f 
sequence. Suspicion having fallen upon Casa* 
rinew, he was invited to the governor's to tea ; 
when some of the poisoned sugar was put into 
his tea; he being at the same time given to 
understand that it was the same which he had 
sent to the exiles. This produced a confession 
from his own month of his wicked attempt, 
which, appeared to have arisen from his desire 
of revenge on Benyowsky, who had won a con- 
siderable sum from him at chess^ He was, in 
consequence, condemned to the mines. 

"On the 3rd of January 1771," says the count, 



*914 ILLUSTRATIONS OF LOVE. 

** my musical instrument being finished^ and 
.the strings mounted, I carried it to madame 
NiloWy and played a few airs upon it l>efore 
her; and though the sound of the instrument 
■was far from being lively, the melody was 
thought enchanting by the governor and all his 
family. From that day forward their youngest 
daughter Aphanasia was inseparable from her 
instrument" 

After relating that the chancellor, the het- 
man, and himself (the three who played at 
chess against the association) ag^reed to present 
a tenth part of their profit to the gOTemor's 
family, the count thus continues :^- 

'' The governor's family expressed their ac- 
knowledgments to us; but Miss Aphanasia added, 
that she hoped, from the goodness of the chan- 
cellor and hetman, that they would interest 
themselves in my favour, and obtain the aboli- 
tion of the sentence of my exile, and the neces^ 
sary grace, in order that I might be employed ia 
some charge under government, that her sincere 
desire of seeing me happy, and of partaking ia 
my happiness, might be accomplished. At these 
words the governor flew into a rage, and loaded 
me with invectives ; but the chancelljor and het- 
man remonstrated strongly against the injustice 
of blaming me for the sentiments of his daugh- 
ter. They observed, it was not impossible but 
that I might in future possess a charge- under 
government, and in that case the governor 
could not do better to insure the happiness of 
his family. Their arguments at length had 
some effect upon the governor, who became 
calm, and addressed them in these words: — 
^Gentlemen, you are witness to the declara- 
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lion just sow made by my daughter, of which I 
fthouid be much ashamed ; but since you find 
it excusable, I pardon her, and undertake to 
employ my influence in mitigating the sentence 
5f exile against Benyowsky. I therefore request 
that you will sign an act which I shall propose to 
you, and which, according to the laws of the czar 
Feter, discharges every exile from his sentence. 
This law enacts, that every exile who shall have 
discovered a plot formed against government, 
or the chiefs, shall be discharged from the 
rigour of his sentence. The exile before you 
has a right to this absolution ; for he has re- 
vealed to us the attempt of Casarinow to poison 
us. But for his declaration, neither you nor 
myself would now have been alive. You can- 
not, therefore, dispense with signing this act 
of absolution^ which we will submit to the 
senate, with our letters of recommendation, for 
the sake of the form only: for the ordinano^s 
of the emperor do not prescribe this to be done, 
but are positive in enacting that every governor 
or vaivode, president of a college or chancel- 
lor, with the consent of his counsellors, shall 
be authorised to pronounce the absolution/*' 

" This speech of the governor was received like 
an oracle, and the chancellor immediately in- 
vited him to call a meetmg the following day, to 
carry his resolution into effect. . The hetman 
made haste to engage madame Nilow to join 
.them, in order to confirm the governor in this 
step, who, beholding his family at his feet, and 
the chancellor and the hetman urging every 
entc^ty, consented at last, and complimented 
me with my liberty." 
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This g^od fortune of the count's, and the 
good terms which he appeared to be on with the 
Kamtschatkan authorities, would however liare 
occasioned his being put to death by his asso- 
ciates, but that he contrived to remove theic 
suspicions of treachery. He thus continues : — 

" The fears of the association being thus 
dissipated, they indulged themselves in the 
pleasing reflection, how much my liberation 
would tend to insure the execution of our 
project. After the rising of the assembly, I- 
eonsulted with Messrs Crustiew and Protopop 
(two of the associated exiles),^ about my ap- 
prehensions respecting the governor's daughter 
and her mother, who, seeing me in a state of 
liberty, pressed me to marry her, which was out 
of my power, because I was already married, 
and resolved to prosecute our voyage. The 
first represented to me, that my marriage, be- 
ing by compulsion, would be unlawful, and that 
I might clear myself of it on my return to 
Europe. The second proposed to me to repeat 
the form of marriage, without entering into any 
engagement; to which effect he promised to 
give me a certificate. They both endeavoured 
to convince me that I need not hesitate to 
comply with the solicitations of the governor's 
family, for the purpose of supporting the com- 
tnon interest. But I resolved to do nothing 
which might injure my reputation. I therefore 
declared that I would put off this affair as long 
as I could, in order to gain time, and that I 
did not despair of obtaining their consent to 
defer the marriage till the month of May, at 
which period it would be in our power to settle 
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the business in another manner. I confess that 
in ' my own mind I felt the utmost regret and 
uneasiness to be the instrument of distress to an 
amiable girl whom I tenderly loved ; but the hope 
that she might, at some future period, be happier 
in a marriage more suitable to her situation ^ 
tedded in some measure to render my reflections 
IcM afflicting." 

The next day the count proposed to the gover- 
nor and council, to establish the cultivation of 
grain on the southern point of land, and to clear 
a quantity of pasture-ground for the support of 
cattle, sufficient to maintain the inhabitants of 
Kamtschatka; and in order to carry this project 
into execution, he requested permission to esta^ 
blish himself and the other exiles in that coun-* 
try, with forty natives as labourers. 

" The chancellor spoke in favour of my pro- 
posal, and the governor consented to report it 
for dis cussion at the following meeting. At the 
breaking up of the council,. I was invited to din- 
ner; but before I departed, I joined my compa- 
nions, and explained to them the reasons of my 
proposal, which they found advantageous to the 
pnrpose of our union. 

^' Numberless were the compliments I received 
at dinner. The family of the governor^ in parti- 
cular, expressed their satisfaction, more espe- 
cially Aphanasia, who was uncommonly attentive 
to her dress that day. Twenty-two principal 
gentlemen of the town were present at this din- 
ner; and one of them, named Casimir, took the 
lead at the dessert, by observing that the praise 
of good actions ought not to be confined to words; 
but as the governor had satisfied the claim of 
justice, it was the duty of society to bestow the 
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reward of merit ; he therefore proposed that the 
citizens should unite to contribute a fund for my 
establishment 

** The governor replied to this proposal^ that 
he seriously intended to make my fortune ;. and 
that as he designed to give, me his daughter in 
marriage, it was his business to take care of my 
establishment. But the chancellor contradicted 
this resolution, by declaring that, as the gorernor 
had a numerous family, prudence required that 
he should not impair his own private fortune, and 
consequently that he might permit those to act 
who were desirous of testifying their gratitude to 
me. The hetman seconded the chancellor, and 
the governor at last consented that Casimir should 
pursue his plan; and the governor declared. that 
he would not postpone the marriage between 
myself and his daughter longer than till he 
received orders from the governor-general of 
Irkutzk, from whom he had requested the crea« 
tion of the office of lieutenant-general of the 
police in my favour. 

'^ The company applauded this resolution, and 
the evening passed very agreeably to every one 
but myself. No words can express the confu- 
sion of my mind, when I reflected that I was 
forced to deceive a charming and innocent girl. 
I could not conceal my uneasiness fron^ the 
penetrating eye of madame Nilow ; and it was 
with the utmost embarrassment that I eluded her 
enquiries, by pretending that my apparent afflic- 
tion was occasioned by the mortification of find-* 
ing myself separated from the company of the 
other exiles, for whose friendship I had a very 
great value. The avowal of so natural a senti- 
ment satisfied her, and she endeavoured to 
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remove these reflections, by promising that she 
would contrive mesons to mitigate their hardships ; 
but at the same time she desired me to fix my 
future residence in the governor's house, where 
apartments were provided for me, in order that I 
might be at hand to assist in the public business. 
This proposal greatly embarrassed me ; but as I 
had a thousand reasons for refusing this mark of 
kindness, I used every argument I could think 
of to persuade her to siifTer me to reside, as 
usu^y without the town and fortress, to which 
flhe at laat consented." • • * ♦ 

On the 15th an entertainment was given at 
the governor's house,^ on the occasion of the free* 
dom of the exiles. 

** When the conipany broke up," says the 
count, '^ madame Nilow presented her youngest 
daughter, and declared her my future spouse. 
This attracted compliments from all sides, with 
a degree of jealousy from some of the merchants 
and young officers. When I had seen the go* 
vernor home, Aphanasia accompanied me fiome, 
to look to my health, as she said; and I passed 
the whole of the 16th within doors, till the even- 
ing, about six o'clock, when I conducted my 
intended lady home, and received the orders of 
the governor, who placed the whole care of his 
journies and the business of a secretary, in my 
hands." 

Then follows, in the count's journal, an account 
of an excursion which he made in company with 
the governor of Bolsorezky Ostrogg (the name of 
the capital of Kamtschatka, where the governor 
resided.) After which he thus continues the 
relation of his amour, if indeed it can so be 
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Called, seeing that his ingenuity was constantly 
exercised to retard its progress :— 

" March the 2nd . — ^After dinner, madame Nilow 
called me aside, and informed me that her 
daughter pressed her respecting the conclusion 
of our marriage, and consequently that it de- 
pended on me to persuade her to await the 
moment fixed for our union ; but that, if I con- 
sented, she would undertake to dispose her 
husband to agree to th''. celebration of our nup- 
tials. Being thus obliged to gain time, I had no 
other means of excuse than to urge my intentioa 
of first making an excursion to fix my new colony, 
and to build a house, and arrange my house- 
hold affairs, that her daughter might not be 
Exposed to the rigour of the season, without every 
necessary convenience. After a long conversa- 
tion, this good mother adopted my reasons, and 
pleaded my cause with her daughter, to whom 
she introduced me ; but as she soon after left us, 
the whole charge fell upon me, and it was with 
difficulty that I prevailed upon this amiable 
young lady to consent to the delay." 

One of the associated exiles, named Stepha- 
how, having challenged Benyowsky, a duel 
ensued, in which (the weapons being swords) 
Stephanow treacherously fired a pistol at him, 
which however only grazed his arm. Being 
brought before the society to account for this 
act, he addressed them to the following effect: — 

** • Ever since I first knew your chief, I found 
it impossible to forgive that superiority which he 
has assumed over us all. My jealousy was often 
on the point Of breaking out, but the confidence 
he repbsed in me usually restored my recollect 
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tion ; and I have often applauded my own resolu • 
tion in overcoming my natural disposition, wbicK 
led me to offend. I had even persuaded mysek 
that I possessed the most unshaken attachmenl 
to him, when I was surprised by jealousy, f- 
beheld the lovely daughter of the governor ; I 
became enamoured of her ; and the certain know** 
ledge of her approaching marriage with ^our 
chiefs caused me to swear his destruction. You 
know the rest, gentlemen ; and I here protest, 
that though his generosity has preserved my life, 
it has made no change in my intentions, If^ 
therefore, it be of any consequence to you to 
preserve his life, do not spare mine/ 

** Several members of the society represented 
his folly and baseness to him ; but his answers 
only showed that he was in a state of despera- 
tion. His situation nevertheless aifecied me, and 
I addressed myself to him in a mild and friendly 
manner, assuring him that I harboured no resent-^ 
ment against him, though he had just reasons to 
blame himself for the Tittle confidence he must 
have reposed in me, before he could have deter-* 
mined to engage in so base an attempt againsi 
my safety. I acquainted hint that it was very 
true I had an esteem for the governor's daughter, 
and had reasons to think myself the object of hec 
affection ; but that I did not intend to marry her, 
and consequently his despair was premature. I 
then Called the whole company to witness the 
truth of my assertions ; whereupon the unhappy 
Stephanow. fell at my feet, begged a thousand 
pardons, and entreated me to forget all that had 
passed.'' This request was complied with, on 
condition that he would inviolably submit to the 
orders of the society. 
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On the 6th, the count was invited to spend the 
day with the hetman. 

" In the evening, the governor's family arrived^ 
who, at my request, invited some of my compa- 
nions, among whom was Stephanow* I had 
before found an opportunity to periBuade Apha- 
nasia to dissemble her: sentiments towards bim, 
which she promised to do, and I could depend 
on her promises. In this manner we passed the 
evening very agreeably, and I had sufficient 
leisure to make my reflections on the weakness 
of the human mind, when I saw that the same 
Stephanow, who a short time before had used 
every effort for my destruction, was now conti- 
nually loading me with the titles of his guardian 
angel and benefactor. 

'' Upon our departure, I accompanied the 
governor's lady home at her own request, where 
I learned the discourse which had passed be- 
tween Stephanow and Aphanasia. The amount 
was, that Stephanow had declared his love in due 
form, and entreated her to accept him for her 
hysband. The lady answered, that as she had 
not yet had a sufficient opportunity to become 
acquainted with him, she could not accede to his 
proposal; but that she hoped time would tend to 
advance his expectations. She assured him that 
she had no aversion to his countenance, but that 
the accomplishment of his hopes would, it was to 
be feared, find great obstacles on the part of her 
parents, who expected a fortune, to secure her 
future welfare; and as Stephanow, being an 
exile, could have no possessions, the adjustment 
of that business would doubtless be very diffi- 
cult. She further acquainted him, that this 
greatest obstacle could only be removed by my 
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protection; for which reason she recommended 
liim to employ every means for cultivating my 
friendship. I thanked this amiable young lady 
for her goodness, while at the same time I felt the 
sincerest regret at beholding myself the instru- 
ment of her future affliction, though her kindness 
and friendship banished, for the moment, these 
afflicting thoughts from my mind/' 

The count in his narrative proceeds to relate 
the alarms and dangers which ensued from a 
renewal of the jealousy and madness of Stepha* 
now, who, with the greatest difficulty, is pre* 
vented from betraying them. 

^^ April 1. — About ten o clock this day, I re- 
ceived a message from Aphanasia, that she 
would call on me in the afternoon, requesting at 
the same time that I would be alone, because she 
had affairs of importance to communicate. As I 
supposed the latter part of this message to be 
mere pleaisantry, I was far from expecting any 
extraordinary information; and my surprise at 
the event was much greater, as I had not the 
least reason to suppose that she had made ai^y 
discovery of my intentions. Aphauasia arrived 
at three in the afternoon : her agitation on her 
first appearance convinced me that she was ex- 
ceedingly afflicted. At sight of me she paused 
a moment, and soon after burst into tears, and 
threw herself into my arms, exclaiming that she 
was unfortunate and forsaken. Her sighs and 
tears were so extreme, that it was more than a 
quarter of an hour before I could obtain a con- 
nected sentence. I was extremely affected at 
her situation, and used every expedient to calm 
her mind ; but this was extremely difficult, for I 
was entirely ignorant of the cause of her affliction 
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As soon as she became a little composed, she 
begged me to shut the door, that.no one mig^ht 
interrupt us. I came back, and on my knees 
intreated her to explain the cause of her present 
situation, which she did to the following effect. 

" She informed me that her maid had dis* 
covered to her, that a certain person named 
Iran Kudrin, one of my associates, had pro-» 
posed to her to share his fortune, and that this 
indiscreet person had assured the girl that he 
was about to quit Kamtschatka with me, to 
make a voyage to Europe, where he hoped to 
place her in an agreeable situation. The maid 
had first related the circumstance to her mis- 
tress ; but as she could never believe me capa- 
ble of such base and treacherous behaviour to 
her, she was desirous of hearing the account 
herself, and had, for that purpose, persuaded the 
servant to appoint a meeting widi Kudrin, in 
order to question him more fully, while she 
herself might hear the whole, by being con- 
cealed behind a curtain. In this manner, she 
said, she became convinced of her unhappiness 
and my treachery, and that she would have 
spared me the confusion of hearing this, if, from 
a conviction that she could not live after such 
an affront, she had not been desirous of bidding 
me a last farewell. 

" On finishing these words, she fainted ; and 
though I was exceedingly alarmed and dis* 
tressed on the occasion, yet I did not fail to 
arrange a plan in my mind, during the interval 
of her insensibility. When this amiable young 
lady recovered, she asked if she might give 
credit to what she had heard. I then threw 
myself at her fcfet, and intreated her to hear me 
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calmly^ and judge whether I was to blame or 
not/ She 'promised she .would,, and I addressed 
her m the following terms : — 

<<<You may recollect, mj dear friend, the 
account I gave you of my birth, and the. rank 
I held in Europe; I remember the tears you 
shed on that occasion. The misfortune of being 
exiled to Kamtschatka would long since have 
compelled me to deliver mysjelf from tyranny by 
death, if your acquaintance and attachnient had 
not preserved me. I have lived for you; and 
if yOu could read my heart, I am sure I should 
have your pity ; for the possession of your per- 
son is become as necessary to my existence as 
liberty itself. The liberty I speak of is not 
that which your worthy father has given me, 
but implies the .possession of my estate and 
rank. I have hoped for the possession of your 
person, with a view of rendering you happy in 
the participation . of my fortune and dignity. 
These views cannot be accomplished in Kamts- 
chatka. What rank can I bestow on my love 
but that of an exile ? The favours of your wor- 
thy father may be of the shortest duration. 
His successor may soon recal his ordinances, 
and plunge me again into that state of suffering 
and contempt frpm which I was delivered for . a 
moment. Represent to yourself, my dearest 
friend, the affliction and despair that would 
overwhelm my soul, when I should behold yoii 
a sharer in my pain .and disgrace; for you well 
know that all the Russians regard the exiles as 
dishonoured persons. You have forced me to 
this declaration of my intentions, in which I 
have been guided by the attachment and sin- 
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cerity of my hesirt. I deferred die tommimiea-v 
don to yon^ but I swear tiuit audi was my. i€« 
solutions/ '' 

** ' Why, then/ bttemipted she,. ^ did yon cmi* 

cea! yoor intention from me, wbo am ready to 

foUow yon to (be farthest limits of the nniverse?' 

This assurance encouraged me to proceed, and 

engage tiiis charming young lady in my in<- 

terests. I told her, therefore^ that I was pre« 

Tented only by the fear lest she should refuse 

niy proposals on account of her attachment ta 

her parents ; but that, as I now had nothing to 

fear in that respect, I could inform ber^ 4haS 

my intention hemg to leave Kamtschatka, I had 

determined to carry her off; and in order ta^ 

convince her, I was ready to call Mr Crustiewv 

who^ would confirm the truth. On this assu* 

ranee she embraced me, and entreated n^e to 

forgive her want of confidence, at &e same time 

that she declared her readiness to accompany me^ 

** This degree of confidential intercourae being 

established, I persuaded her to dismiss, every 

fear from her mind. Many were the trials I 

made of her resolution, and ^ residt -convinced 

me that she was perfectly determined to follow 

my fortunes. The secret being thus secured by 

her promise to keep it in iolably, I had no othec 

uneasiness remaining but what arose from the 

communication having been made to her servant, 

i mentioned my fears to Aphanasia, who ise<» 

moved them by assuring me that her servant 

was too much attached to me to betray her 

secret, and had, besides, an> affection for Kudrin ; 

§0 that she could answer for her discretion. 

Thus agreeably ended our conversation, though 
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thd commeiicemfflit wcur rather tnigieal ; and I 
reeeii^ the vows of attaduneat and fidelity 
from an artlesft and innocent nund. 
: ^^Aphanasia did not depart till abottt six 
o^clock. I immediately sent for Kudrin^ whom 
I reproached for his misconduct and indiscretion^ 
explaining to him fbe great danger to which he 
had exposed the whole society. I promised at 
the same titne not to^ dirulge his fault to the so- 
ciety ; hut insisted th«t he should in future avoid 
all farther explanation of the state of our affairs 
to the young wmhui. I likewise promised, in 
order to calm his u&easmess, that I would con^ 
trive matters so that he should isk» her with him* 
This poor wretch, on my first accusation, was 
seized with the most terrifying apprehensions, 
fmd fell to die ground at my feet, crying out for 
mercy, as he supposed I should deliver him up 
to the judgment of the society, from whom he 
had nothing to expect but deatii. But on my 
ccmdusion he arose, kissed ray hand, and swore 
eternal fidelity. For my part, I was very welf 
satisfied to have extricated myself out of such 
a disagreeable embarrassment, by setting affairs 
on so good a footing. 

** On the 2d, madame Nilow invited me to 
breakfast, and took me apart to enquire what I 
had done to her daughter, who used to be ex« 
ceedingly in spirits at her return home, but had, 
since yesterday evening, been continually in tears. 
It was difficult to answer this home question ; to 
which I could at first make no better reply than 
by saying, that Miss Nilow had imparted a secret 
to me, that related to herself alone, and was com- 
municated under the seal of confidence, which I 
eould not infringe. Madame Nilow laughed at 

8* 
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this excuse, and afterwards ordered her daugbter 
to be called, .whom she required to release me 
from the injunction of.secresy^ that I might be at 
liberty to relate what had passed between us 
yesterday; to which she answered, that she 
would entirely rely on my. prudence; and that if 
I thought it necessary, I. was at liberty to speak, 
but she would be present to know whether I 
spoke the truth. I then related, that, some per- 
son, with a view to injure me.in Miss Aphanasia's 
opinion, had informed her that I was. not of the 
Greek religion, and had persuaded her to ask 
me to become of that faith : that she had accord- 
ingly made .the proposal to me two days ago : to 
which I had answered, that though in my opinion 
all religions were alike, I could not consent to 
make any change in mine ; and upon her ob- 
serving that my. determination might prevent, our 
marriage, I replied, that then we should die with- 
out reproach ; she was vexed, and our friendly 

. intercourse had suffered a slight interruption,.till 
a second opportunity for .explanation should offer 
jitself. I added, that in our last conversation I 
had expressed my hope that Miss Aphanasia 
would in futurie put less confidence in advisers. 
Madame Nilow, having patiently heard. my ac- 
count, blamed her daughter for presuming to 
jneddle in affairs of religion, and said she .hoped 
.her prudence in future would prevent her going 
jnto any such extravagancies. She then retired, 
.and left us at liberty. I embraced the opportunity 
to confirm the young lady in her resolution ; and 
she assured me that I might remain perfectly 
.easy with regard to her maid, who was as desirous 

, as herself to see us safe in Europe. We finished 
pur conversation in anticipating the happiness we 
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should enjoy ^rlien at perfect liberty ; after which 
I retired, and ordered a general meeting to be 
held on the 5th. I then visited Stephanow^ 
whom I found under the application of blisters^ 
having been in a continual delirium for three 
days and nights/' 

The count then details various proceedings re- 
lative to the projected escape of the exiles, and 
the discoveries made by government, whose sus- 
picions it required all his ingenuity to remove ; 
after which he thus continues : — 

'* On the 12th, after dinner, I was seized with 
a violent colic, succeeded by a fever, which 
forced me to go to bed. In the night I grew 
worse, which obliged me to send for Messrs 
Crustiew and Panow, to whom I entrusted the 
care and superintendence of the company. 

^' On the Idth, Mr Crustiew having acquainted 
^phanasia with my illness, she hastened to see 
me, and, as I was informed after my recovery, 
never quitted my bed-side, nor suffered any 
other person to attend me. The fever continued, 
without any regular period, during the 14thy 
15th, and 16th. On the 17thMrMeder bled 
me, and on the 18 th he prescribed an emetic, by 
.which treatment the fever left me on the 19th. 
. ** On the 20th I was able to quit my bed, 
and Aphan^sia informed her mother of my re- 
covery, who canie, together with her other child- 
ren, to congratulate me on the occasion. It was 
at this time I was informed of the services Apha- 
nasia.had done me : I thanked her with the ut- 
most, sincerity, and was convinced that my 
gratitude affected her exceedingly. After the 
departure of madame Nilow, though her daughter 
staid with me^ Mr Crustiew gave me an account 
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Ihat all our arrangeiiientg were in good orders 
aod the tranquillity which prevailed everywhere 
with respect to our interests was such that we 
had no reason for any apprehension. 

^' On the 21i$t I thought it necessary to persuade 
Aphanasia to return home ; for which purpose I 
represented to her. that her presence was neces- 
sary to prevent our being surprised for want of 
that information respecting what passed at her 
father's, which no one could better obtain than 
herself. For these reasons I urged her to re- 
turn aa speedily as possible; she admitted their 
force, and left me with tears. 

** On the 22d I assembled the whole company, 
and caused arms and the necessary ammunition to 
be distributed to each, i^ order tnat, in case our 
dwellings should be invested, they might not be 
unprovided ; and as there was reason to fear an 
s^ttack in the night, I gave regular orders for a 
P^uard and patrole. The arms were distributed 
m the night for the greater secresy. 

^* On the 23d Aphanasia came to see me 
incognita. She informed me that her mother 
was in tears, and her £aither had talked with her 
in a manner which gave reason to fear that he 
suspected our plot. She conjured me to be 
careful, and not to come to the fort, if sent fou 
She expressed her fear that it would not be in 
her power to come to me again, but promised she 
would, in that case, send her servant; and she 
entreated me, at all events, if I should be com* 
pelled to use force against the government, that 
I would be careful of the life of her fath^, and 
not endanger my own. I tenderly embraced this 
charming young lady, and thanked her for the 
interest she took in my preservation; and 4» it 
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appeared important that her absence Bliould not 
be discovered, I begged her to return, and to 
COTii&end the issue of our intentions to good for- 
tane. Before her departure, I recommended her 
to look closely after her father, and send me a 
red ribband in case government should determine 
to arrest or attack me ; and in the second place, 
that at the moment of an alarm she would open 
the shutter of her window, which looked to the 
garden, and cause a sledge to be laid over the 
ditch on that side. She promised to comply 
with tn^ instructions, and confirmed her pro- 
mises with vows and tears. 

^' As croon as Aphanasia was gone, I thought it 
proper to set up a pole for the convenience of 
kdnting a light, and at the same time I sent 
hiBtructions to my companions, that the light 
i^ould be die signal for rallying. 

** On the 24th, being busied fn preparing 
against any kind of surprise, I caused a bridge 
to be broken down, which had been laid over a 
ravine which separated us from the town; and, 
instead of the bridge, I caused a single plank to 
be laid, over which no more than one person 
could pas» at a time. At three in the afternoon, 
f received information, through Mr Crustiew, 
which pretty plainly indicated that we should 
kave to defend ourselves ; but in order to obtain 
ft more perfect knowledge of the state of affairs^ 
we' sent ten of our associates on discovery. They 
did not return tintil very late in the evening; 
when they reported, that the hetman had had a 
long conference with the chancellor, and that 
Itbout five in the evening they had waited on th€ 
governor, accompanied by Ismailow and a 
Kamtsohadan chief. This report caused* us^ i& 
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double our gvaard and patrole, and the whole 
society remained undor arms. ' . - * 

** On the 25th, in the morning, Aphanasia's 
servant brought me a red ribband. She told me^ 
▼erbally, to beware of coming to the fort ; that* 
her mistress, as well as madame Nilow, were in 
tears, as the governor -had treated them with 
great severity, and had even struck his lady/ 
About ten o'clock, the governor sent a Serjeant 
to me, to invite me to breakfast; to which I 
answered, that as I was not quite recovered from 
a dangerous illness, I could not wait upon him 
then, but hoped I should be able to have the 
pleasure tomorrow. The Serjeant answered* by 
advising me to go by fair means, if I did not wish 
to be dragged to the fort by main force.^ To this 
I replied briefly by desiring him to mind his own 
business, and carry my answer; at the same time 
advising him. to make his confession before he 
ventured to come on any such.enterprise. - 

'^ About noon, I saw the hetman coming^ 
towards our house. I received him very politely ;- 
and he informed me that he came on die part of 
the governor, to persuade me to come to the fort*' 
The business, he . told me in confidence, was to 
discuss one of the ridiculous fancies of the chan- 
cellor, which I might easily overthrow ; and con- 
sequendy, that I ought to make no difficulty in 
aecompanying him. But when I replied that my 
illness did not permit me to wait upon the gover* 
nor, and that I certainly should not go that day, 
he became angry, and threatened to force me 
thither by his Cossacks. I laughed at his threats, 
which did not tend to restore his calmness. ' He 
called to his' Cossacks to come in and compel me 
to foOow him. I whistled ; and jBve of my com* 
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Cnions instantly rushed in, and disarmed the 
tman and two Cossacks, to whom I declared 
that they were my prisoners. 
• *' After this stroke, the hetman asked permis- 
sion to write to the governor; and I promised to 
dispatch a letter from him, provided it were first 
submitted to my perusal. In his letter he pro* 
posed to the governor to enter into terms with 
me, at the same time informing him that he was 
himself detained as a prisoner. Together with 
his letter/ I sent one in my own name to the 
governor, in which I explained, that the preme- 
ditated treachery of the chancellor, which I was 
sufficiently informed of, had induced me to take 
this step; and I entreated him not to consider . 
it as an attempt to excite an insurrection, as it 
depended on his excellency's pleasure to permit 
me to depart for Lopatka. * 
*> '* About five in the evening, the governor sent 
me word, that if I did not set the hetman at 
liberty, I should pay for my insolence at the price 
of my life; that my trial would be proceeded on 
.in full assembly the next day, when, if I should 
be found innocent, he would take care that I 
should .receive satisfaction firom the chancellor; 
but that if I was conscious of guilt, he advised 
me to come and apply to the goodness and de* 
mency of the throne for my pardon. 

f* In a written answer to this message I re- 
plied, that if myself alone were personiuly con- 
cerned, I would not hesitate a moment to appear 
before him ; but as chief of a society, acknow- 
ledged as such by his own proper order, I could 
not act without consulting my companions ; and 
as it was late, I therefore proposed to consult them 

* The place of the projected eettleawDt. 
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on the morrow. I added, that soy persomAcoa^ 
duet, as i^ll as thie liberty of the hetmaB, wookl 
depend on their decision. 

'< At nine in the eveniiig I sent a party of mix 
associates to seize the ehanceilor, but he took carsi 
not to stir out of the fort. In his steady bowerear^ 
they l»roiight me his nephew lamailow, his secre-^ 
tary Szudeikin, and the tajon who was intended 
to be produced in evidence against me. 

'^ On the f26th I received two red ribbands 
from Aphanasia, at the same time that I learned 
from one of our associates, that the gov^&or had 
mimmoned a council, at which no one could give 
an account how Ismailow and the tajon had hecai 
tsarried off; that, as no witnesses appeared, the 
gorerpor had. reproaehed the chancellor, and 
tiirenfceiied him with the effects of his anger, calt* 
ing him a traitor, who took a pleasure in exciting 
distujbanees; and lastly, that every one was 
persuaded that, the accusation of the chancellor 
being ikhe, Ismailow and ike taion had dissqfH 
peared because incapal^ of standmg the exam^ 
nation. He further repcMrted, that the governor, 
enraged at the witnesses not appearing, had dig* 
missed the council and retired to the fort 

^ At deveit o'clock I received a message, dmt 
the governor was convinced of my innoosnce, tatA 
consented that the company shouki keep the 
hettnan as an hostage ; but that, for the sake of 
the form, he would send some soldiers for me, to 
whom he begged me to surrender. In reply to 
this message I answered, that I would entirely 
depend on the word and honour of the governor, 
wbo might send his guard for me; and ^t in 
the meantime I would do all in my power to peiv 
suade my associates to cons^t to my departure, 



^nUfth !• had no doubt they would ftfree to^ in 
ocmsideration of their holdiag^ the hetmau as^ an 
hostage. 

r ** Immediately after I bad dismissed this mes- 
seiiffer, I received another, with a letter from 
^phaDasia^ who entreated me to come to the 
goyernpTf assuring me th&t her father was more 
prepossessed in my favour than «ver« I could 
depend on the integrity and attachment of this 
amiable young lady; and her letter might have 
had its influence on me, if I had not observed 
that it contained many clif^ings of red ribbandi 
which shewed me in what manner to proceed. 
I tberefore.gave orders to Messrs Baturin, Wyn« 
bladtby aod Panow, to place themselves at the 
head of their dlvisions^in readiness to act in the 
night, AS I expected an attack, from the informa- 
tion I had received, that the soldiers of the gar<« 
rison, as wdl as the Cossadcs of the town, were 
busied in preparing their aims« Our number 
amounted to fifty^seven persons; but Mr Cras^ 
tiew in^maed me that he had sent an ord^ to 
Mr Kuzneizow (one of the associates) to returk 
with Ins people, and that he expected him at the 
dose oi the night. In order that I might not be 
tidcen by surprise, I formed three divisioiiB, who 
stationed thconselves round my house, while the 
fiwrth division remained within. 

*^ At Awe in the evening I observed a corporal, 
with four grenadiers, who came and tapped at 
my door, when they called out to me to open it 
by order of the empress. I jocularly answered 
that he lied, for that the empress, living at Peters^ 
burgh, would not honour such a rascal as him 
with her orders ; but I told him that if he thought 
proper to behave with civility, we mi^ht perhaps 
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tranMCt our affairs in an amicable maiitter. 
Upon this he said, that the governor had informeid 
him that it was agreed I should follow hhn, and 
consequently that he was ready to comply with 
my wishes in every respect. I then proposed that 
he should enter alone, to drink a glass with me,' 
and forwards take charge of some pistpers which 
It was iiecessary to present to the governor. He 
consented, and I accordingly admitted him, shut- 
ting the door after him ; at which instant he be* 
held four pistols presented to his breast, and was 
threatened with instant death if he should dare 
to utter a single word. After conducting him 
into my chamber^ I questioned him concerning 
every particular I was desirous of knowing; and 
when his deposition wai^ finished, I ordered him 
to call the soldiers one by one, each by name, to 
come in and drink a gfass, which he was forced 
to comply with. In this manner I became master 
of the detachment, which I caused to be bound 
and deposited safely in the cellar. 

At nine in the evening I received nodce that a 
detachment had been observed in their way to^ 
wards the ravine. , I therefore took the detach- 
ment of Mr Wynbladth with me, and called out 
to them not to attempt to pass. They answered 
by several musket shots; in return for which I 
ordered my party to fire on those who were fore- 
most; and after three had fallen, the detachment 
remained motionless, and lay close with their 
faces to the ground. I could easily observe,' 
however^ that the officer had despatched a man 
towards the fortress, no doubt with the intention 
of requesting assistance. For this reason Isent 
out a person on discovery ; but' nothing was per- 
ceived till about eleven o'clock, when I received . 
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kifermatioii that a body of troops were adrancing 
to bur rieaTy and that from the noise there was 
reaion to bdiere that they had cannon with them: 
I gave orders to Mr Wynbladth to observe the 
detachment at the ravine ; and after causing the 
division of the centre to join me, I myself ad- 
vanced towards the enemy's troops. Before we 
met, I saw Stephanow, who, though scarcely able 
to walk, had come armed, and had only time to 
tell me that he came to conquer or die with me: 
This resolution secured him my esteem; for 
though the poor inan could scarcely support him* 
self, he nevertheless did everything in his power 
to encourage the associates. 

<^ When we came within the distance of fifty 
paces, the commanding officer of the detachment 
called out to us to surrender ourselvel^ prisoners, 
otherwise he would not spare us. I replied that 
it was necessaty we should know the conditions; 
and he in return asked what conditions I wished 
to propose. Our conference led us within fifteen 
paces of them, at which distance we began our 
fire ; and our adverslaries were so disheartened at 
our first ' discharge, that they left their cannon 
and fled hastily towards the wood. The officer 
was highly to blame in this respect, for if he had 
retired towards the fortress we could never have 
forced it. This misconduct inspired me with 
hope. No more than a short quarter of an hour 
was required to collect my people. I availed 
myself of their artillery to' fire on the detachment 
placed behind the ravine ; and my fire, though in 
the air, prevented any of them from venturing to 
rise ; so that I had perfect liberty to approach 
the fort. The centinel, seeing us come with 
cannon; took us for the detSM^hment, and, after 
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ehidkngiiig u», asked if ^we had brpagb^ tk0 
pri90tier8« While a party of my associates 
fBOotited to dear the ^^asemates, I caused ^e 
drawbridge to he raised, and placed a guards 
Iliesepreoautioiis being taken, as I beard a firings 
in the courts and saw jthat my colnTad^8 w^re 
fastening a petard to force the outer gates, I ven*^ 
^red to pass through a window whidi I found 
ppen. Madame Nilow and her children, at sig^ht 
pf me, implored my protection to save their father 
and husband. I immediately hastened to his 
apartment, and begged him to go to his children's 
ro<»i< to preserve hi^ life s but he answered that 
he would first take mine, And Instantly fired a 
pistol) which wounded me^ I was desirous never* 
thekss of pres^ryu^ him^and continued to vejwe^ 
^ent that M resistance would be useless, for 
which reason I entreated him to retire. His. wife 
and children threw themselves on their knees i 
hut nothmg would avail; he flew upon me, ted 
aeized me by the throat, and left me do other 
tftemative than either to give up my own life, or 
run my sword through his body. At A^ instant 
the peta^ exploded and biirst the out^ gate^ 
Ihe aecoad w^ks open, and I saw Mr Panow eikter 
at the head of a party. He entreated the gover- 
nor to let me go; but not being able to prevail 
on him, he set me at liberty by splitting, his skull. 
No words can describe the unhappy scene ikaa 
event produced : madame Nilow fell at my feet; 
her daughters fainted; and the firmness of my 
mind was scarcely equal to the shock. I ¥ra8 
ready to sink to the ground ; when Mr Paaow^ 
seeing me in such a situatipn, obliged me to quit 
the apartment, and assured me that he would 
take care of madame Nilow and her family* He, 
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beggied I would h^sten.to a party of my MMOd* 
ates who were still fightiag witb th.e 8<^dieni« I 
went out into th^ courts where I saw a Bew spec-^ 
tacl^ : it was covered with dead and wounded, 
some of whom informed me that our companions 
were busied in forcing a subterraneous plaice» in 
which several soldiery had taken refuge. I nu^de 
haste to save the lives of these unfortunate men ; 
and having met with Mr Wynbladth and Crustiew^ 
with four other associates^ quickened my steps 
towards the bastion under which the casemate 
was, wh^i all at once we heard a musket shot 
and the cry of ^ Enemies V This shot was followed 
by regular discharge&i, wUch convinced us that 
they could not proceed from, the fire of our 
people, who were dispersed lA various places* 
We therefori^ returned to our sentinel^ who kept 
constantly calling out * The enemy ! * When we 
came to him, aad mounted the bsmquette^ of the 
palisade, we saw a large party of Oossacks mak-« 
mg preparatioi^s for an attack. lu consequence 
of this, I detached Mr Wynbladth ta collect all 
the associates, leaving only a guard of four men to 
watdi over the soldiers in the casemate; and in 
the meantime I was forced to sustain a brisk 
attack. It was a fortunate circumntanee, how* 
ever, that the ladders which the Cossacks had 
brought were Ipo short, and the obscurity of the 
night did not permit our enemies to observe die 
weakest places of the fort. Their continual fiie 
assisted us to direct our murderous pieces ai 
them,t whi^h slew fourteen men in ten minutea, 
while no one on our side had reoeived a wound. 
On th% arrival of Mr Wynbladth with twenty^two 

* »9iii4U bank of Mitli. 
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associates, we mounted two three-pounders on 
the platform ; two rounds from these sufficed to 
disperse our military opponents. ^ 

** I sent to request permission to see madame 
Nilow, which being granted, I waited upon her, 
and found her on her bed. I threw myself at 
her feet, to beg her pardon for having been the 
itm>luntary cause of the death of her husband, 
and entreated her to consider my behaviour to^ 
wards him when I was desirous of preserving his 
life at the risk of my own. Her grief, extreme 
as it was, did not urge her to make any reproaches ; 
she only asked for her children, 4indb^;ged that 
the gpuard Mr Panow had set over herself and 
them might be withdrawn. But when I informed 
her that the guard was designed merely for her 
preservation, she consented that it should re- 
main. With respect to her children, I was igno- 
rant where they had been secured ; but a; servant 
informed us that Mr Panow had conducted them 
into the hall, and had taken care to have them 
bled by Mr Lapin. This suggestion reminded 
me of the propriety of madame Nilow's under-< 
going the same operation, to which she consented. 
I therefore hastened to send ' Mr Lapin, with 
directions to that effect; and as I^did not think 
it decent to obtrude myself upon a family -so 
overwhelmed with misfortune,^ I enjoined this 
gentleman to use every care anc( attention in his 
power to mitigate the distresses of their situation. 

" When I went out to visit the ports, I re- 
ceived advice that Mr Crustiew had returned, 
and I therefore went to enquire what he had dis- 
covered. He informed me that the town was en- 
tirely abandoned by the men ; that the hetman. 
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delivered frotn his imprisonment by a party of 
men, bad armed all the Cossacks^ and bad retired 
to the heights, half a league distant from the fort, 
where he declared he would starve us out ; and 
that his troops did not amount to less than seven 
OY eight hundred men. 

" On this information I assembled my compa- 
nions, and represented to them that we were cer- 
tainly out of danger of an attack in the fort ; but 
ths^f we should defer> the taking a speedy reso- 
Ijllon to act without losing a single moment, we 
lould perhaps find ourselves, in the course, of 
twenty-four hours, so well invested that we should 
not be able to get out, and by that means should 
be reduced to surrender at discretion, from mere 
hunger. I informed the company of the report 
of Mr Crustiew, and requested every one to give 
his advice respecting the proper steps to be tsJcen 
in our present state of embarrassment. But as 
no plan was agreed on, I disclosed mine, which 
I had already formed the moment I was made 
acquainted with the resolution of the hetman. It 
was as follows : 

: ^' I declared my resolution to send a detaoh« 
ment of twenty-two or twenty-four associates 
into the town, to drive all the women and children 
into the church; that as soon as they should be 
there secured, all the furniture of wood and other 
combustible matter which could be found, should 
be piled round the church; and when everything 
should be thus disposed, which was very possible 
to be done before day-break, notice should be 
given to the women to prepare for death, and 
they should at the same time be informed that 
the determination of their husbands to oppose us 
by force had left us no other expedient than to 
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sacrifice their families. . And lastly, tbat after 
this declacatioiiy it should be proposed to the 
women to send tliree of their number^ with twselve 
young girls^ to their parents, to require them to 
lay down their arms. 

'' The company agreed to thb proposal, and Mr 
Panow undertook to carry it into exeeutioB ; but 
he observed that it was necessary, in his opinioa) 
to convey the governor's body into the same 
church, with the view of more effectually intimi- 
dating the women. After his departure, I gave 
the necessary orders ; and the body of this un^ 
fortunate chief, whose life had ever been dear to 
me, was instantly carried to the j^ace of desti- 
nation. 

At day-break the next morning, notwithstand* 
ing the pain of his newly dressed wound, the 
count hastened this expemtion^ and determined 
to send one of his associates with the women^ 
beating a drum as the sign of a parley^ at ^ 
same time that he should carry a proper sum* 
mons to the already described effect. 

The count thus continues : — ^* After having 
caused this writing to be signed by the chiefs of 
our assodation, I sent a confederate towards the 
Cossacks, with four women and twelve children. 

'' After the departure of our messenger, the 
associates busied themselves in gathering tc^e- 
ther the wood of chairs, tables, and other furni- 
ture and utensils, round the church. About 
eight o'clock, madame Nilow asked to speak with 
me ; but when she heard that I could not rise to 
pay my respects to her, she came herself with 
her youngest daughter. The fatigue 1 had en- 
dured throughout the night, and the effusion of 
'blood which had altered my countenance, made 
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l^er fi>r|;et her own grief. She hast^ied towards 
zne, suQiaber firftt words^ which expressed her fears 
for my situation^ afibrded me po small consola-* 
tipn. This worthy lady, aftet showiDg a proper 
sense of ihe loss of h^ husband, told me, that 
though propriety forbade het seeing me, she 
6ould not help dedaring at that moment^ that 
^he acknowledged my innocence in all that had 
passed; aiid that she had with wonder beheld my 
forbearance, at the time when wounded by her 
husband, and in the most imminent danger of 
my life, I did not use my arms against hini. For 
this reason, she said that she thought I was jus-* 
tified ; but that, as it would be impossible to make 
the public adc^t the same opinion, she had re« 
Solved to retire immediately after her husband's 
funeral ; for the performance oi which she re* 
quested my permission . and support. She con- 
tinued her discourse by telling me that, with 
regard to her daughter, as she saw her firmly 
attached to my person, and could not expose 
her to the resentment of her sisters and her fa** 
mily, she consented to put her in my hands^ 
provided I would promise to establish her in the 
maatier I had assured her, by marriage* In this 
situation, urged by the necessity of calming the 
mind of an unhappy mother, whose rirtue and 
Eminess of mind I have every reason to admire, 
I promised all she requested. She then embraced 
her daughter, advised her always to preserve the 
same attachment for me, and wished her every 
happiness ; and at last hastily rismg, she pas- 
. sionately exclaimed, ^ You are the cause of the 
loss of her father, become her husband, and be a 
fiBither to her !' 
** She departed, and her daughter informed 
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me that she had been tormented by the reproaches 
of her sisters^ who openly accused her of haying 
been in the plot, though she would have gladly 
consented to the loss of her own life, to have 
preserved that of her father. At these words, she 
burst into tears'; but continued her discourse by 
observing, that, in her present situation, no other 
resource offered itself to her but to follow me : 
but, in order that the public might not reproach 
Her mother for having consented to her departure 
with me, she requested that I would cause her to 
be carried off. I promised to proceed accord- 
mgly; after which she retired, wishing me suc- 
cess in the conduct of my enterprise. - At a 
quarter after nine, having received no answer 
uom the Cossacks, I ordered four fires to be 
lighted, at the distance of three fathoms from 
each angle of the church. At half an hour after 
ninci I received intelligence that a number of 
handkerchiefs were seen fastened to piquets on 
the hill, with which signals were made. At 
three quarters after nine, about fifty men were 
seen running with all their speed towards the 
fortress, but without arms, which led me to think 
that the Cossacks had determined to surrender. 
At eleven minutes after ten, two Cossacks ap- 
peared before me, almost breathless, who told 
me that they had been despatched to inform me ' 
that my first proposal was accepted, and that, 
in the course of half an hour, the whole troops 
would present themselves unarmed; for. which 
reason they begged me to proceed no further 
until they could arrive. 

'^ A moment afterwards, my messenger lil^ewise 
arrived, and declared that on the first reading of 
his letter, they had determined tojmarch »trai«>"^* 
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to the church to'delirer thdr families ; but on be- 
inif informed by the women that the combustible 
materials were piled together, and the fire at 
hand, so that their resolution would only hasten 
the destruction of so many innocent creatures, 
they entered into a debate, which had ended in 
seizing the hetman, whom they were bringing 
to me. At a quarter past eleven, the troops at 
last arrired ; and as I had given my orders to 
Mr Panow, he caused those to enter into the fort 
whbm I had determined on as hostages, and 
sent the rest to the church to bring their wives 
into the town. At the same time he took the 
precaution to send a detachment to the heights, 
for the purpose of guarding the arms until they 
should be removed into the fort. Everything 
being thus in a state of tranquillity, I caused the 
casemate to be opened, out of which came forty- 
two soldiers and the chancellor, whom I sent to 
accompany the hetman. The number of our 
hostages amounted to fifty-two persons, all prin- 
cipal men of the place, ¥^hose lives were to answer 
for the behaviour of the people. 

'' After taking a httle refreshment, I gave my 
orders to each of the chiefs. Mr Crustiew was 
commissioned to go down the river to seize the 
corvette St Peter and St Paul, with the assistance 
of Mr Kuzneczow and his party, and to burn all 
the other ships or barks. Mr Baturin was or- 
dered to examine the magazine and the treasury, 
and make an inventory of their contents. Mr 
Panow undertook to superintend the funeral of 
the late governor, and the burial of the dead. 
Mr Wynbladtj^ had the care of the military ser- 
vices ; and for my own part, as my wound be- 
came exceedmgly painful, I was incapable of 
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peribrmtng any duty ; but I placed all my hope 
Uk the skill of mr Mieder ; for Mr Lapin's know* 
ledge extended no further than to the treatmenl 
of wounds. 

• ** In the evaiingy I entreated madame Nilow to 
permit me to see her, but she reused. In the 
night Miss Aphanasia came to see me, and after 
expressing her grief for my sufferings, she in* 
formed me that madame Nilow intending to 
depart in two days, it would l)e necessary to carry 
her off as soon as possible* I dissipated this 
amiable young lady's apprehensions, and after- 
wards had a light sleep. 

• *' On the 28^, e^ry preparation being made for 
llie funeral, I sent to acqumnt madame Nilow 
that the ceremony waited for her orders. She 
determined th^t it should be performed without 
delay. The whole town was therefore obliged 
to repair to the church ; and the burial was made 
"^th the greatest pomp. Twenty-one guns were 
fired from the fortress. After this ceremony, I 
brdered Mr Panow to induce the archbishop, 
either by threats or promises, to preach a sermon 
m the church, in favour of the revolution we had 
produced, and afterwards to receive the oath of 
fidelity to me, upon the gospels at the altar; 
and that after all this ceremony he should carry 
away the miraculous image of St Nicholas, in 
order that the litui^ might be duly performed 
on board. This proceeding appeared to me to 
be useful, as by means of their religious super- 
stition I might nave the greater power over the 
minds of such as were governed by the preju- 
dices of their faith. 

** May 2d.— During the three intervening days, 
I was delirious ; id which tipie I was thrice bled. 
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« 

atMl Mr Panov did not think proper to interrupt 
me ; bat at three in the afternoon, Mr Meder af^ 
firming that I was out of danger, he told wm 
that Mr Crustiew had taken possession of the 
corvette^ and that the inrentories of the contents 
of the magazines were made ; the peoplebeing at 
present busied in collecting provisions for our 
Toyage. He lastly informed me, that madame 
Nilow was gone, and that the instant before 
her departure she came to see me, and wept 
bitterly, without speaking a word. I that 
asked whiBit was become of her daughter $ uid 
he replied, that the evening before her modttr't 
departure, he had caused her to come out at Ihe 
window, without the least knowledge of her 
sbters, who, at their awaking, made a ^Ustaib^ 
ance; but that th^r mother, having hastened 
their departure, shewed great signs of resents 
ment against her daughter who hftd escaped ; by 
which meanit the other sisters were persuaded 
that the disappearance of the youngest had beea 
Tobintary. He informed me that since their 
departure, Aphanasia had not quitted my bedside 
until this day, after Mr Meder had assured her I 
was out of danger, and persuaded her to take 
some rest. •** • 

" On the 3d of May, I had the archives of the 
chancery packed up, to carry with me. The great 
quantity of furs which my officers found in the 
magazines, made me perfectly easy as to the 
means of providing for the subsistence of all my 
companions on my arrival in Europe. I was 
therefore beginning to enjoy some tranquillity of 
mind, when, at ten o'clock, Aphanasia came to 
me. She at first used every effort to conceal her 
sorrow and tears ; but they at last overcame her 
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todeavours, and, as she was oppressed by ex« 
treme grief, I had not much difficulty in obtain- 
ing, a knowledge of what afflicted her. The 
information she had received gave me great 
uneasiness at first; but at last she inspired me 
.with the respect which a noble confidence pro- 
duces in all the afiairs of life. ^This amiable 
young lady put a letter into my hands, and 
simply said, * I know aU — ^forgive the first enac- 
tions of grief — I am prepared, and you have no 
liiture wesJcness to fear.' Surprised at the reso* 
lute tone in which she. pronounced these words^ I 
opened the letter : it was written by Stephanow, 
.who informed Aphanasia that, after havmg been 
deceived and betrayed by me, she owed the 
most signal vengeance to herself and family; to 
effect which he offered his services. He informed 
her that I was married, and consequently inca- 

{>able of placing her in a respectable rank in 
ife. He represented that, after this information, 
as she could never become my wife, she could 
not follow me without dishonour: and he finished 
his letter that he would efiace her shame with 
my blood, for which purpose he waited only the 
re-establishment of his health, in order to offer 
her his hand. 

**. This letter, at any other time, would have 
inspired me with pity for an unhappy man who 
.was rushing to his destruction ; but at that mo- 
ment it affected me strongly. For I had pro- 
posed to defer my confession until I could pro- 
cure a proper match for the young lady. In this 
state of astonishment,- she roused me out of my 
reverie by saying, 'listen, my dear friend: do 
not afflict yourself; your Aphanasia will liot be 
unhappy; she loves you, and will always love 
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yOtt« She cannot call herself your wife, bat you 
may keep me as your child/ Immediately after 
which -she said, ' Shall it not be so, my dear 
papa V This ingenuousness of character, united 
to the heroic sentiments of so loyely a young 
woman, went to my heart; and I couldnot but pay 
the tribute due to such exalted sentiments. I 
begged her pardon for having concealed my situ- 
ation from her, and pleaded, in my justification, 
that I was actuated by a regard for my- family, 
and connected with a society whose members 
had exposed their lives to preserve mine ;- and, 
with a view to interest her still more, and obtain 
her indulgence, I likewise urged as an excuse 
the sentiments I entertained for her. M^ words, 
though very ill calculated for my justification, 
were received with such interest as secured my 
pardon, which she pronounced by declaring, that 
nothing in the world- could destroy her attach- 
ment for me. She added, that she would be 
contented to live in the country where she should 
enjoy perfect happiness in seeing me, and calling 
me father. ' Her hopes; she said, were to enjoy 
perfl^t repose in the botfom of my family, as she 
was resolved to renounce marriage entirely ; and 
the only promise she requested of me was, to con- 
sider her as my own daughter, and permit her to 
change her' clothing, in order that, when attired 
aiS a man, she might be less embarrassing to m^- 
Mr Panow interrupted our conversation. This 
faithful friend, being informed of what had passed, 
desired leave to go and destroy his relative ; but 
soon aft^r, hearing the resolution of Aphanasia, 
he threw himself at her feet, to render homage 
to her courage. She at last retired, with that 
tranquillity of mmd which can only result from a 
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fetolution firmly taken. After her departore, Mr 
Paaow infonnecl me that he had heard the day 
before that Aphanasia had discovered my mar'- 
riage, though he had not been able to discoyer 
the name of the person who had betrayed me* 
He begged me to permit him to abandon his r^a-* 
tive to justice, in order to deliver the society from 
a monster who, by his intrigues and wickedness, 
might hereafter lead the whole company to de- 
struction. It was not without great d^culty 
that I could dissuade him from, his intention, but 
at last I succeeded* At that instant Mr Baturin 
arrived, who informed me that he had been pre* 
sent at a scene with Stephanow, where Aphanasia, 
having come in, reproached him bitterly for his 
want of attachment and fidelity to me. She de- 
clared that she despised his character and his per- 
son ; that she had never looked upon him in any 
other light than as a monster of impiety and in- 
gratitude ; that he was grossly mistaken to think 
that she had ever wished to become my wife, a* 
she knew my situation from myself: and that her 
deiemunation to attach herself to me was as ai 
friend and daughter. She finished her discourse 
by advising Stephanow to enter into his own 
breast, to dismiss every idea of love for her, and 
alter his behaviour in future. Stephanow, irri- 
tated at this, became furious, and took up one of 
the pistols that lay beside his bed ; but Baturiii 
disarmed him, and caused him to be immediately 
conducted into a separate house, where he was fit 
that time guarded by two of the associates. 
*^ On the 4th May a council was held on Ste- 

Ehanow, and finally sentence was passed, that 
e should be excluded, in every respect,- firom 
their meetings^ and from all command among the 
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assMiaieB. Just before the breaking up of the 
committee, Aphanasia presented herself in the 
d#es8-and with the arms of a man ; and the com** 
pany named her Achilles. Her figure in diis 
drees was charming; and she certainly had as. 
mudi courage as it is possible for a woman U> 
have.** 

The count proceeds to relate his departure 
from Kamtschatka, with his companions, in the 
St Peter and St Paul, and the particulars of their 
voyage to China ; but the only subsequent men* 
tiou which is made in his journal of the young 
lady whose attachment had so materially contri- 
buted to his escape, is where she is placed, with- 
out any other remark whatevet, at the head of a 
list of his companions who died of illness in the 
ensuing November at Macao. This silence is 
perhaps attributable to the untimely death of the 
count, who was afterwards cut off in an attempt 
to establish a settlement on the island of Mada- 
gascar, and whose papers were consequentiv 
arranged and published by the inctividuals witn 
whom he had deposited them in England. 

With respect to this singular amour, the parti** 
culars of which we have collected from that pub- 
lication, it is evident that whatever ateem the 
count might entertain for the young lady, the 
ardour of attachment was on her side only. It 
is sufficiently apparent that the object of it was a 
'man of ability, possessed of It disposition singu^ 
larly calculated for adventures; and that the 
school of irregular warfare in which he had been 
brought up, had, by a severe course of experience, 
matured his natural intrepidity, and the power 
which he possessed in no ordinary degree of agi* 
tating and impelling the minds of others.^ Iil 
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perfect conformity. with his . character, he made 
the passion of the Russian governor's daughter 
conduce to the one great. end which seems to 
haye occupied his mind from the moment of. his 
arrival at the place of his dismal exile; nor is it 
improbable that he had studied to excite that 
feeling so easily awakened in the breast of a sen- 
sitive girl by the relation, Othello-like, of immi- 
nent perils and hairs-breadth escapes, yntfi a 
view, to its furthering the accomplishment of his 
meditated enterprise. 



BERENICE. 

Berenice, wife of Ptolemy Soter, king of 
Egypt, had previously been the concubine of a 
Macedonian officer named Philip. By him she 
had had a son named Magas, for whom she pro- 
cured the government of Cyrenaiia and of Lybia. 
In the reign of Ptolemy Philadelphus, Magas re- 
belled, erected the province which he governed 
into a kingdom/ and maintained his new sove- 
reignty until his death. Wishing, however^ to 
be reconciled to the king of Egypt, whose half- 
brother he was, he proposed to him to give his 
daughter in piarri^ge to Ptolemy*s eldest son, 
who would thereby reunite the states of Magas 
to the Egyptian crown; but Magas was sur- 
.prised by death before his project could be carried 
into execution. 

His widow, named Arsinoe, or Apamea, sister 
to Antiochus Theos, king of Syria, who had not 
been consulted respecting the marriage of her 
daughter Berenice, sent word to Demetrius, 
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brother of Antigonus Gonatas, king of Mace- 
donia, that if he would repair to her court he 
should have her daughter Berenice in marriage, 
and with her the crown. Demetrius, charmed 
at so advantageous a proposal, hastened to pre- 
sent himself to the princess. Demetrius was 
handsome; and Arsinoe no sooner beheld him 
than she conceived a violent passion for him, 
and proposed herself as his. wife in lieu of her. 
daughter. She was still young and handsome, 
and the. power was in her hands ; so that Deme« 
trius consented without hesitation to this new 
arrangenient; and from that moment he neg- 
lected the young princess who had been designed 
for his bride, and was even so imprudent as to 
treat the ministers and officers with hauteur. 
. A woman rarely endures with patience that 
another should be preferred to herself, still less 
that she herself should be treated with contempt. 
Berenice, provoked by the affront which had thus 
been offered to her, joined the malconte;its, 
whose number was every day increasing. She 
herself led the conspirators to the chamber where 
her mother and Demetrius were sleeping ; .and 
the latter, notwithstanding the tears and efforts 
of Arsinoe, who interposed her body between 
him and the assassins, was killed in her arms. 
' After this signal revenge, Berenice ma];ried 
the young prince Ptolemy, for whom her father 
had designed her. Arsinoe was sent back to 
her brother in Syria, where she stirred up a long 
and violent war against the king of Egypt, to 
which Antiochus fell a victim. It was while he 
was employing all his strength in carrying on that 
war, that the kingdoms of Parthia and Bactriana 
were formed, A. M. 3748; 
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BERNARD. 

In Hindostan there is a highly prized descrip 
tion of dancing girls to be found in the bazars, 
who are called kenchanys; . that is, gilded and 
Jlowered, and who go to dance at the houses of 
the omhras or great officers of the empire, as weli 
as to the manselidars or inferior officers. For^ 
merly they had liberty to enter the seraglio ; but 
the emperor Aurengzeb abolished that custom,' 
and only permitted them to come every Wednes- 
day^ to make him a distant sdlam- or reyerence' 
at the aimkoif the place where he held his great 
assemblies. 

At' the court of this monarch there was a 
French physician named Bernard, who bad a 
salary of ten crowns per day, and received much 
more from the women of the seraglio, and fromi 
the omhras whom he attended ; but ne spent yery 
freely all that he gained, and especially with the 
kenchanys. He fell in love with one of these 
women, who was distinguished as well for her 
talents as for her youth and beauty. But her 
mother, apprehending that if she altewed th^ 
amour to proceed it might interfere with the ex- 
ercise of her profession, the principle of which 
was dancing, never lost sight of her. This vigi- 
lance of the mother's made Bernard grow des- 
perate ; but at last his passion which, as is usually 
the case, grew stronger in proportion to the opp<H 
sition which it encountered, suggested to him the 
means of indulging it. 

One day, when the emperor was thankmg Ber- 
nard at the mnkaSy and making him some pre- 
sents for having cureda woman of 'the sera^i^. 
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he begged of the prince to give him the youBmg 
kenchany of whom he was enamoured, and who 
was standing behind the assembly with the rest 
of her troop, waiting to make uie salam. He 
publicly declared his passion, and the obstacle 
which had opposed it. All the spectators laughed 
heartily to see him so much distressed by the 
cruelty of a girl of that class. Aurengzeb, after 
laughing like the rest, ordered that the girl should 
be given to him) without at all concerning him- 
self about her being a Mahometan and the phy« 
sician being a Christian. '* Let her,'' said he, 
** be laid upon his shoulders, and let him carry 
her off.'' And immediately Bernard, being 
now too happy to care for the railleries of the 
assembly, allowed the kenchany to be put upoA 
his back, and walked off with his amatory burden^ 
A. D. 1650. 



BERNARD (LE GENTIL.) 

Lb Gektil Bernard, a very pleasing poet» 
well known for his poem on '^ The Art of Love," 
was secretary-general of the dragoons. If his 
writings breathed pleasure and voluptuousness^ 
they were a faithful image of his conduct. He 
had given himself up to the pursuit of pleasure, 
a course of life which had made early inroads oft 
hi9 constitution. The unfortunate Bernard was 
left in a kind of imbecility: his memory at least 
was so much affected, that he had forgotten 
everything. 

The governor of Choissy had taken him into 
bis house. Louis XV, in the course of conversa^^ 
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tioDy once asked that nobleman how the poet was 
going on ; and the duke described his sad con- 
dition. ^* But how has all this happened?"^ 
asked the monarch. '' Sire, it is in consequence 
of his having formerly amused himself too freely ; 
and of his having recently wished to play toe 
young man." " Well, but is he really quite old V\ 
rejoined the king. " Sire," answered the duke, 
'^ he is a year older than your majesty."- A. D. 
1772. . 



BERNIS. 

The abb^ de Bernis, possessing wit and figure, 
but no fortune, went quite young to Paris, to' 
pay his court to the blind goddess. Some de- 
lightful little compositions, in the b^t style of 
fugitive poetry, acquired him a reputation, anfl 
he was admitted into the best society at the 
houses of the duchess of Maine,^ &c. &c. ; but 
all this produced him nothing solid. Monsieur 
Boyer, bishop of Mirepoix, who had the feuille des 
henhficesy even told the abbi, when he waited upon 
him, that he would grant him nothing if he did 
not relinquish the infernal occupation of making 
verses. That prelate was an enemy both to poets 
and to philosophers, on .which account Voltaire 
called him the ass of Mirepoix. 

When he was almost reduced to despair, the 
abbe de Bernis had the good fortune to make 

* One of the bon-mots which he repeated at that ladj'a 
is well known. She asked him to explain the diffeieuce 
between herself and her time -piece. ** Madam," said he, 
** your time-piece marks the hours ; and when in your 
company, we forget them." 
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himself known to the marchioness de Pompadour, 
mistress to Louis XV, and then all-powerful. 
The young abba's expectations now began to be 
realised. He was soon raised to the episcopacy, 
and at length became minister for foreign affairs. 
When he had arrived at this height of prosperity, 
he forgot what the marchioness had done for him: 
so at least it was thought ; for it was said that 
that lady, after lavishing upon him her most inti- 
mate favours, had upbraided him with ingratitude, 
and had availed herself of the first opportunity to 
remove him from the ministry and from the court. 
A few details respecting the abb6's rise and fall 
will perhaps be entertaining to the reader. It is said 
to have been marshal de Richelieu, to whom the 
abbe de Bemis had been recommended, who, in 
concert with the duchess d'AiguiUon, with whom 
the abbe had found favour, presented him to the 
marchioness i' — others say, that it was the follow- 
ing pretty chanson which induced madame de 
Pompadour to take the abbe under her pro- 
tection : — 

Lea MuBet k Cyth^e 

Foitaient un jour 
Uo ^oge siocire 

De Pompadour : 
Le trio des Qr&ces souric, 
L' Amour applaudit, 
Mais Veftui bouda—- 

Att go^ laul^re, 

Au gue laula. 

The favourite sultana solicited a benefice for 
her prot^g^ : but as M. de Mirepoix, besides his 
aversion for poetry, was unfriendly to M. de 
Richelieu, one of the supporters of the marchio- 
ness's suit, the benefice which the prelate had 
promised was given to another Madame de 

VOL. I. 9 
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Pompadoar was enraged, and complained t^ 
Louis XV ; who said in answer, speaking of his 
ministers, ** You know I told you they had more 
power than I : but console yourself; I will do 
what I can : if your proteg6 cannot have a bene- 
fice, I promise you that he shall have a pension 
of six thousand livres upon the first bishopric/' 

Accordingly, M. de Mirepoix having, a short 
time after, presented to the king a nomination to 
a bishopric, the king, on signing it, levied this 
pension for the abb6 de Bernis. The minister 
represented to his majesty that the pension was a 
large one. " If your protfegfe,** answered the 
king, ^' will not have the bishopric, he is at 
liberty to decline it.^ 

The following neat verses were addressed im- 
promptu by the abb4 de Bernis to the marchio- 
ness, on her asking him the question, What is love ? 

L'amour eit nn enfant, mon mattre ; 
II Test d* Iris, def bergen, et dn roi : 
n eat fait comme Tout, il pense comma moi : 

Mail il eit piua hardi, peut'itre. 

An historian tells us, that the marchioness, whq 
had done everything for the abb^ de Bernis, 
imagined that her charqus, which had lost their 
attraction for the mongrch, ought still to retain 
their empire over ion eminence; b^t that she found 
herself mistaken : this enraged her; but before 
she proceeded to ruin cardinal de Bernis, she re 
solved, in a final interview, to use the last re- 
source of testifying to him all her tenderness. 
She found him cold and inflexible : then, giving 
loose to her anger, she vented it in the keenest 
reproaches, and declared to him that ^h^ would 
go and reduce him to the nothingness from which 
she had raised him. 
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After his disgrace, cardinal de Bernis was sent 
limbassador to Rome, where he rendered essential 
services to France, and where he died, in posses- 
sion of the esteem of all who were acquainted 
with him. A.D. 1795. 



BIRON. 

CoDFRET D£ Caumokt had married Marga« 
ret de Lustrac, widow of marshal de St Andr^. 
From this marriage was bom an only daughter, 
whose beauty and large fortune excited the de- 
sires and the cupidity of several young noblemen. 
This young lady's guardian, John d'Escars, 
seigneur de la Vauguyon, more attentive to his 
own interests than to those of his ward, forced 
her to marry his son, Claude d'Escars, known by 
the name of Careney, 

This marriage reduced several aspirants ta 
despair, and amongst others Charles de Biron„ 
who afterwards rendered such services to the 
state. He was passionately in love widi made- 
moiselle de Caumont, and had flattered himself 
that the reputation of his father, Arnaud de 
Biron, would cause the preference to be given to 
him. When he had no longer any hope of 
success, he sought the means of revenging himself 
on his more fortunate rival ; nor was he long in 
finding the wished-for opportunity. A slight 
dispute having arisen, he sent him a challenge ; 
and the meeting was appointed behind the fau- 
bourg StMarceau. M. de Careney took with 
him as seconds Charles d'Estistac, the only soft 
and heir of that great family, and the sieur 

9* 



260 ILLUSTRATIONS OP LOVE. 

Montpesac. M. de Biron had the address to 
place himself and his seconds, who were Messrs 
de Lorgnac and de Janissac, in such a manner 
that the snow, which was falling thickly, drove 
into the eyes of their antagonists, who were all 
three killed. 

By this fatal event Anne de Caumont became 
a widow, and was again consigned to the control 
of her guardian. The viscount de Turenne, one 
of the leaders of the king of Navarre's party, 
assiduously paid court to this young and rich 
widow; but the duke de Ma^^enne contrived 
to carry her off, with the intention of marrving^ 
her to his son. The guardian wrote to the duke 
de Mayenne in these terms : ** You have car-r 
ried off a young lady of whom I am the guardian 
and father-in-law. Tomorrow morning, between 
seven and e\At, I shall be behind the Ghartreux, 
attended only by a footman, and with no other 
weapon than a sword : if you fail to meet me 
there, I shall not fail to find you out, to accost 
you, and to stab you, in whatever place it may 
happen to be/' 

The duke de Mayenne's mother, madame de 
Nemours, being apprised of this challenge, sent 
for her son, and said to him, ^' My son, the cam^ 
paign whith you have just made in Guyenne haa 
not been a glorious one. The Catholics, as well 
as the Huguenots, say that your exploits, though 
at the head of a fine army, have amounted to no 
more than the capture of a hamlet and a girl : if 
you were now to go, at the age of thirty-two, to 
fight and kill an old man enfeebled by his wounds 
and the hardships of war, what would be said of 
you then ?" — '^ But, madam," returned the duke, 
'* would you have me expose myself to be pon- 
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iftrded ? I know this old man, and his immoye- 
able firmness in whatever he has once resolved 
upon. His office and mine bring us face to face 
twenty times a day ; and he would stab me, though 
It were in the king's chamber — nay, at the very foot 
of the altar, if he could not meet with me else- 
where." — " Well, my son," replied madame de 
Nemours, '' leave the management of this affair, 
until this evening, to me." 

She then went to the king and queen ; and 
they, at her solicitation, sent for La Vauguyon. 
" Sire," said he to the king, ** since you are 
acquainted v/ith the violence and the insult, you 
have doubtless ordered the duke de Mayenne to 
send back to me the young woman, my ward and 
daughter-in-law, whom he has dared to carry off. > 
If your majesty neither has ordered nor does 
order him so to do^ then I must exercise the right 
which every French gentleman possesses, of 
doing justice to himself when the sovereign has 
refused it him. M. de Mayenne knows what I 
have proposed to him : he did not deserve it ; but 
I will not be an assassin, as he was to StMegrin, 
He is already warned ; I shall meet him by my- 
self, and shall stab him, though he should be 
surrounded by all his kindred, ready to avenge 
bis death." 

As M. d'Escars was a man likely to do what 
he said,, and as the consequences might be very 
serious, king Henry HI ordered that the young 
widow should be set at liberty. The duke de 
Mayenne put her in the hands of the queen« 
mother, in the persuasion that the latter would 
consign her to the care of his mother, the duchess 
of Nemours. But notwithstanding this mancBU- 
vre. the marriage did not take place. Anne de ^ 
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X/aumont married some time after, bj dlspensa* 
tion, Henry de Peruse d'Escans, brother to him 
whom Biron had killed. That nobleman haying 
also died without issue, his widow gave her hand 
io Francis d*Orleans-Longueville, count de St 
Pol, and she died in the year 1642. 

The M. de Biron who is the subject of ihH 
article was the same who was beheaded in the 
reig^ of Henry IV, for having conspired against 
the state with the duke of Savoy and the Spa- 
niards. 



BLOUNT, 

(his suicide). 

CfiAaLEs Bloukt {the youngest son of^if 
Henry Blount) whose different hterary produc* 
tions had, about the year 1680, placed him at 
the head of the deisticai writers of the age, died 
in a very extraordinary manner. On the decease 
of his wife, to whom he had been much attachedf^ 
he paid his addresses to her sister^ a lady of 
great beauty and accomplishments, who accepted 
them with a proviso that the sanction of the 
church could be obtained for their espousab; 
when, -notwithstanding that tiie case was drawn 
up with great perspicuity and ingenuity of arga<« 
ment by Blount himself, the decision of the 
divines to whom it was submitted was against 
him. The lady abided by it ; and Blount, ia 
consequence, shot himself through the bead|^ 
August 1693. 
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BOCCACCIO. 

Ov£ of the earliest prodactions of the great 
Italian novelisty ' L'Amorosa Fiametta^ was occa* 
sioned by an amour at the court of Naples; 
Fiametta being the fictitious name by which he 
designated his mistress, who was supposed to 
be a natural daughter of the king. This is not 
the only instance in which loye has had a prin- 
cipal share in developing the powers of the 
imagination, as in other instances we shall hare 
^casion to obsenre. 

In the early part of his life Boccaccio seems to- 
tiaye lived with considerable licence, and to have 
employed his pen in poetical works, and other 
compositions, of a free kind; but a conference 
with Petrarch at Milan, together with the pre- 
diction of some recluse or holy man, about this 
time, induced him io assume the clerical habit,, 
and with it a new line of conduct. He. had pre-» 
viously made himself numerous enemies among 
the ecclesiastics of all classes by the freedom of 
the satire contained in some parts of his * Deca-< 
meron' upon the frauds and licentiousness of 
priests and monks ; in which particular there is a 
close resemblance between his great work and 
that of our illustrious countryman Chaucer. Ta 
this cause, indeed, may wholly be attributed the 
reprobation which these stories met with in Boc- 
caccio's own time ; for as to their freedom, inde- 
pendently of his taking his characters from among 
the clerical orders, it was undoubtedly tolerateq 
by the manners of the age. 

' The Hundred Tales of Love ' ever have been, 
and still are, admired principally for the delicious 
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vetn of natural feeling which many of them dis- 
play. Every one reads them ; and, according to 
the good old custom of society, most persons 
endeavour to atone for the satisfaction they de- 
rive from them in private, by vehemently repro- 
bating their licentiousness in public. 



BOLEYN (QUEEN ANNE). 

The mention of Anne Boleyn will probably re- 
mind the reader (in the character of Henry VIII) 
of lust, of caprice, of tyranny, of cruelty, of 
anything rather than love. Nevertheless, it is 
a part of English history, and in particular of the 
history of the English reformation, tliat the re-* 
pudiation of Catherine of Arragon, and the com-* 
nencement of the misunderstanding between 
king Henry and the pope, were owing to that 
monarch's love or passion for Anne Boleyn. 
There is, besides, something so truly affecting 
in the sacrifice of this delicate, and accomplish- 
ed creature to the brutal caprice of her royal 
husband,— it so strongly excites our coinpassiOEi 
for the one putyj and our indignation against 
the other,-^that we cannot refrain from treating^ 
this article somewhat in detail. 

Anne Boleyn was descended, on the side of 
her mother, Jrom the duke of Norfolk, whose 
daughter her father, sir Thomas Boleyn, had 
espoused. Anne waa born in 1507, and carried 
to France, at seven years of age, by the smtev 
of Henry VIII, who was given in marriage to 
Louis Xil. After the death of Louis, his widow 
returned to her native country; but Anne re- 
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nained in France, in the service of Claudine/the 
wife of Francis I ; and, after her decease, witik 
the duchess of Alen^on, a princess of singalar 
merit. The beauty and accomplishments of 
Anne attracted, even at a very early age, great 
admiration at the French court. 

The year of her return to England is uncer* 
tain ; but it is certain that she became maid of 
honour to queen Catherine of Arragon ; and that 
while she was in that situation Henry VIII had 
opportunities of observing her beauty and capti* 
vating manners. Anne quickly perceived her 
influence over the heart of the monarch, whose 
importunities, however, she resolutely resisted. 
The enamoured Henry, despairing of succeeding 
with the lady except upon honourable terms, 
was by her conduct stimulated to redouble his 
efforts to procure a release from his former 
engagements ; for which purpose he resolved on 
applying to the court of Rome. 

However, Henry's impatience suffered him not 
to wait for the dissolution of his union wifh 
Catherine; a private marriage united him with 
Anne Boleyn on the 14th of November 1532. 
The marriage was made public on the pregnancy 
of Anne, who, on Easter-eve 1533, was declared 
queen of England, and was crowned on the 1st 
of the following June. On the 7th of the ensu- 
ing September she was delivered of a daughter 
(afterwards queen Elizabeth) on vrfaom was con- 
ferred the title of princess of Wales. During 
the six years that the divorce was pending, the 
attachment of Heniy for Anne had aj^eared 
constant and fervent, his ardour seeming to in- 
crease with the obstacles that opposed it; but 
with the removal of those obstacles, his passion, 
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\rhich opposition had served but to mflamey he» 
gan to languish and visibly decay. The enemies 
of Anney who Were the first to perceive th9 
change, eagerly sought to widen the breacb» 
She had brought forth a dead son; a disap^ 
pointment which produced Upon the irritable 
temper of th^ monarch, whose desire for male 
offspring had been extreme^ the most ^iolen^ 
effects ; while his superstition made the innocent 
mother accountable for this misfortune. Bujt 
jealousy was the engine which the enemies of 
the queen most successfully employed for her 
destruction 

No real stigma has been thrown on the coo* 
duct of Anne; but a certain levity of spirit and 
gaiety of character, owing partly perhaps to 
her French education, rendered her mannen 
Unguarded^ The rigid decorums practised at 
that time in the court of England, were pecu- 
liarly adverse to the frank and lively temper of 
AnnCi More vain than proud, she took a 
coiquettish pleasure in beholding the effect of her 
charms, and indulged herself in an easy f^uni^* 
liarity with those who had formerly been her 
equals. Her popular manners offended the dig^ 
nity of Henry; if the lover had been blind to the 
foibles of his mistress, the husband became but 
too quick-sighted to the indiscretions of his 
^fe. Malignant persons barbarously misinter* 
preted the innocent freedoms of the queetn, and 
aggravated Henry's suspicions. The viscountess 
Rochford^ a woman of a profligate character^ 
who had married the queen's brother, but who 
entertained a mortal hatred for her sister-in-* 
law, poisoned the mind of the king by the most 
cruel insinuations ; restrained neither by huma* 
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tiity, truth, nor decency, she accuted her own 
husband of a criminal interoourse with his sis- 
ter; and not content with a slander so wicked 
and injurious, she affected to construe into 
marks of particular affection, avery obliging 
word or action of the queen to those who bf 
their offices had access to her presence. 

Henry Norris, Weston,, and Breretoo, gentle- 
men of the king's chamber, were, wiUi Mark 
Smeton, groom of the chamber, observed to be 
favoured with the friendship of Anne, whom 
they served ¥rith zeal and attachment* The 
jealousy of the king, which had no particular 
facts for its foundation, seized oa the slightest 
circumstances; it was the jealousy of pride 
lather than of love, and being subject to no 
alternations of suspicion and remorse, was stern^ 
severe, and unrelenting. 

A passion for a new object had vanquished, in 
the heart of the capricious despot,, the small re^* 
mains of tenderness for Anne, who was sup-^ 
planted in his affections (or rather in his appe^ 
tites) by Jane, daughter of Sir John Seymour, 
a young lady of singular beauty and merit. 
Henry, desirous of raising to his bed and throne 
the new object of his fancy, lent an eager ear to 
every suggestion, however lightly founded, that 
tended to criminate the unhappy Anne. 

His jealousy first manifestea itself at a tourna- 
ment at Greenwich, where the queen having let 
fall her handkerchief, he construed this accident 
into a signal of gallantry, and retiring instantly 
from the place, sent orders to confine her to her 
chamber* Norris, Brereton, Weston, and Sme-» 
too, were, togedier with the viscount Rochford^ 
immediately arrested and thrown into prison. 
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Anne, astonished at this violence and injustice 
on an occasion so slight and inadequate, was 
willing to persuade herself that the king meant 
merely to try her ; but, convinced at length that 
he was but too much in earnest, she reflected 
seriously on his inflexible temper, and prepared 
herself for what was to ensue. 
' She was the next day sent to the Tower, and 
on her way thither inrormed of what she had 
until then been unconscious of, the crimes and 
misdemeanours alleged against her. Unaffectedly 
astonished at the atrocity of the accusation, slie 
made earnest protestations of her innocence, and, 
as she entered the prison, fell on her knees, 
calling God to witness how guiltless she was of 
the offences so lightly imputed to her. Thrown 
by surprise and confusion into an hysterical 
malady, she frankly confessed, in the intervals 
of the disorder, some levities and indiscretions 
which her vivacity had led her to commit, and 
of which the simplicity of the confession afforded 
a proof of her innocence. She owned that she 
had once rallied Norris on his delaying to marry, 
by telling him that he probably waited till she 
should become a widow. She had also, she said, 
reproved Weston for his attentions to a kins- 
woman of hers, and his indifference towards his 
wife : when he had told her in reply, that she 
had mistaken the object of his affections, and 
intimated that it was herself to whom he was 
devoted. But this temerity had not, she declared, 
been suffered to pass without a severe reproof. 
She also affirmed that Smeton had been only 
twice in her chamber, both times to play on her 
harpsichords yet, she acknowledged, he had 
once had the presumption to tell her that ''a 
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look sufficed him/' The king, predetermined to 
find her guilty, considered these confessions, not 
as proofs of her simplicity and candour^ but as 
pr«8umptiye evidence of her guilt. 

The sweetness and beneficence of Anne's tem- 
per had, during her prosperity^ made her num- 
berless friends; but in her falling fortunes no 
one afforded her either assistance or support; no 
one even attempted to interpose between her and 
the fury of the king; she, whose appearance had 
dressed every face in smiles, was now abandoned, 
unpitied and alone, to her adverse destiny. 
Her uncle, the duke of Norfolk, with whom the 
ties of party were stronger than those of blood, 
appeared among her most implacable enemies. 
Tbe Catholics trusted that by her death the 
king's quarrel with Rome would be accommo- 
dated, tiiat he would resume his natural bent, 
and return to the bosom of the church. Cranmer 
only, of all the adherents of Anne, still retained 
for her his friendship; and by every means in 
his power sought to soften the animosity of the 
king. Anne addressed to her husband, from 
the Toiwer, a letter of tender expostulation and 
complaint, full of protestations of her innocence ; 
of which the following is a literal copy: — - ' 

". Sir, — Your grace's displeasure and my im- 
prisonment are things so strange unto me, as 
what to write or what to excuse I am altogether 
ignorant. Whereas you send unto me (willing 
me to confess a truth, and so obtain your favour) 
by such an one whom you knew to be mine 
ancient and professed enemy, I no sooner re- 
ceived this message by him than I rightly con- 
ceived your meaning; and if, as you say, con- 
fessing a truth indeed may 'procure my safety, I 
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^hall With all willingness and duty perform your 
command* 

*^ But let not your grace ever imagine that 
your poor wife will ever be brought to acknow- 
ledge a fault where not so much ^as a thought 
thereof preceded. And, to speak a truths never 
prince had wife more loyal in all duty, and in all 
true affection, than you have ever found in Anne 
Boleyn: — with which name and place I could 
willingly have contented myself, if God and your 
grace*s pleasure had been so pleased, NeitheJr 
did I at any time so far forget myself in my ex* 
altation or received queenship, but that I always 
looked for such an alteration as I now find ; for 
the ground of my preferment being on no surer 
foundation than your grace*s fancy, the least 
alteration I knew was fit and sufficient to draw 
that fancy to some other object. You have chosen 
me from a low estate to be your queen and com* 
panion, far beyond my desert or desire. If then 
you found me worthy of such honour, good your 
grace, let not any light fancy, or bad counsel of 
mine enemies, withdraw your princely favour from 
me; neither let that stain, that unworthy stain, 
of a disloyal heart towards your good grace, ever 
cast so. foul a blot on your most dutiful wif$ and 
the infant princess your daughter. Try me, good 
king, but let me have a lawful trial, and let not ^ 

my sworn enemies sit as my accusers and judges : 
yea, let me receive an open trial, for my truth 
^hall fear no open shame; then shall you see 
either mine innocence cleared, your suspicion and 
copscience satisfied, the ignominy and slander of 
the world stopped, or my guilt openly declared. 
So that whatsoever God or you may determine of 
me, your grace may be freed from an open cen-f 
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^nte; and mine offence being so lawfully provecl, 
your grace is at liberty both before God and mah 
not only to execute worthy punishment on me as 
an unlawful wife, but to follow your affection 
already settled on that party for whose sake I am 
now as I am, whose name I could some good 
while since have pointed unto, your grace not 
being ignorant of my suspicion therein. 

*' But, if you have already determined of me, 
and that not only my death, but an infamous 
slander, must bring you the enjoying of your 
desired happiness, then I desire of God that he 
will pardon your great sin therein, and like- 
wise mine enemies, the instruments thereof, and 
that he will not call you to a strict account for 
your unprincely and cruel usage of me, at his 
general judgment-seat, where both you and my- 
self must shortly appear, and in whose judgment 
I doubt not (whaterer the world may think of 
me) mine innocence shall be openly known and 
Sufficiently cleared, 

" My last and only request shall be, that my^- 
self may only bear the burden of your grace's 
displeasure, and that it may not touch the inno^ 
cent souls of those poor gentlemen who (as I un- 
derstand) are likewise in strait imprisonment for 
my sake. If ever I have found favour in yout 
sight, if ever the name of Anne Boleyn hath been 
pleasing in your ears, then let me obtain this re-^ 
quest, and I will so leave to trouble your grace 
any farther, with my earnest prayers to the Trinity 
to have your grace in his good keeping, and td 
direct you in all your actions. From my doleful 
prison in the Tower, tliis sixth of May. 

" Your most loyal and wer faithful wife, 

" Attne Boleyn.'^ 
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This address, so pathetic and elegant^ failed U> 
touch the heart of a tyrant, whidi pride and 
selfish Ratification had steeled. Norris, Weston, 
BreretOD, and Smeton, were brought to trial ; bat 
no l^^al eyidence was produced against them. A 
hearsay report from a lady Wingfield, since dead, 
was the principal proof of their g^lt^ By a vain 
hope of life, Smetoh was at length induced to 
confess a criminal correspondence with the queen ; 
a confession which little availed him, and from 
which even her enemies despaired of gaining any 
advantage : — ^he was never confronted with Anne, 
but was immediately executed ; as were also Wes- 
ton and Brereton. To Norris, who had been a 
favourite with the king, an offer was made of life, 
on condition that he would criminate the queen. 
Magnanimously disdaining the baseness proposed 
to him, he declared that in his conscience ne be- 
lieved her wholly guiltless; that he would accuse 
her of nothing; and that rather than calumniate 
an innocent person, he would die a thousand 
deaths. 

The queen and her brother w«re tried by a jury 
of peers; their uncle, the duke of NorfoUL, pre* 
sidmg as lord high steward. The evidence of 
incest amounted to no more than that Rochford 
had been seen^ in company, to lean on his sister's 
bed. Anne also, it was said, had affirmed to her 
favourites that the king had never possessed her 
heart, and that to each of them apart she had 
declared that he only was the object of her at- 
tachment. This strained interpretation of guilt 
was brought under the statute of the twenty»fifth 
of the king's reign, by which it was declared trea- 
sonable to throw any slander upon the king, the 
queen, or their issue. Such absurdities were, in 
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those times, admitted as a justification for sacri- 
ficing an innocent woman and a queen to the 
caprice of a cruel and arbitrary tyrant. 

Anne« though unassisted by counsel^ defended 
herself with so much clearness and presence of 
mindy that the spectators unanimously belie?ed 
her to be guiltless. Judgment was, however^ 
passed by the court against both her and her 
brother ; she was sentenced to be beheaded or 
burned, according to the king's pleasure. ** Oh! 
Father," said she, lifting up her eyes, when this 
dreadful sentence was pronounced, — ^'Oh Creator, 
thou who art the way, the truth, and the life, 
thou knowest that I have not deserved this death l** 
Then, turning to the judges, she pathetically de- 
clared her innocence. 

The queen, hopeless of redress, and resigned 
to her fate, prepared herself to submit wi&out 
repining. In her last message to the king, she 
acknowledged obligation to him for having ad- 
vanced her from a private gentlewoman, first to 
the rank of a marchioness, and afterwards to the 
throne; and now, since he could raise her no 
higher in this world, he was sending her to be a 
saint in heaven. She earnestly recommended 
her daughter to his care, and renewed her pro- 
testations of innocence and fidelity. She made 
the same declaration before the Heutenant of the 
Tower, and to every person who approached her t 
at the same time behaving with perfect serenity. 
** The executioner," said she to the lieutenant, 
^' is, I hear, very expert ; and my neck (grasping 
it with her hand, and laughing heariUyy says the 
historian, but we suspect it to have been hyste- 
rically) is very slender.-' 

Anne Bdleyn's innocence of the charges brought 



c 



274 ILLUSTRATIONS OP LOVBJ. 

against her, can scarcely be questioned. Henn^ 
himself knew not whom to accuse as her lovei t 
no proof was brought against any of the persons 
faamed. Irregularities, so atrocious as those im- 
plied in the accusation against her, could not 
hare been concealed. But the king made for her 
an effectual apology, by marrying Jane Seymour 
th^ very day succeeding that on which Anne had 
been immolated. In his impatience to gratify hia 
iiew caprice, humanity, policy, and decency, were 
violated without remorse or hesitatiou. 



BOURBON (CHARLES, CONSTABLE OFj 

Ths annals of love and revenge have seldom 
recorded more fatal consequences attendant on 
slighted passion than is exhibited in the history 
of the celebrated constable of Bourbon. This 
highly^gifted but unfortunate warnor was of tha 
Montpensier btanch of Bourbon^ descended from 
Robert of France^ the sixth son of St Louis, by 
his wife Margaret of Provence. He was himself 
the second son of Gilbert de Montpensier, who 
was born in 1489, and lost his life at Naples* 
His illustrious birth, fine figure, and martial 
qualities, much endeared him in the first instance 
to Francis I, king of France, to whose mother, 
Louisa of Savoy, countess of Angoul^me, he was 
unhappily an object of still greater interest* 
Between this princess and Anne of France, 
usually called the lady of Beaujeu, who had 
been regent during the minority of her brother^ 
Charles VIII, great enmity existed. The latter^ 
who had retained considerable influence until 
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ihe accession of Francis, could not coolly per^ 
<^iTe it give way to the natural ascendancy 
acquired by the countess as mother to the 
sovereign. Thus excited, the lady of Beaujeu, 
in order to take away all hope from the countess 
of Angoul^me, who, being some years older than 
Bourbon, had not inspired him with a mutual 
regard, offered him in marriage her own daugh* 
ter, Suzanne de Bourbon, the sole issue of her 
marriage with Peter pf Bourbon. This advc^n-* 
tageous proposal was instantly accepted; and 
"^th the greater joy, as Suzanne de Bourbon had 
some territorial claims as the senior of the house 
pf Bourbon, which interfered with those of her 
proposed husband. 

• This marriage accordingly took place, on which, 
with a kindred spirit to that displayed by the lady of 
Beaujeu, the countess gave her own daughter tQ 
the duke of Alen^on, to whom Suzanne de Bour* 
bon had been first promised, in the hope that 
he would join in her schemes of vengeance on 
3ourbon. Passion, however, in the first in- 
stance proved too strong for revenge ; and still 
hoping that she might soften the heart of the 
insensible prince, she changed her mind, an4 
used her ascendancy with the king her son, to 
induce him to bestow upon Bourbon the sword of 
constable. He could not but be softened by these 
attentions; and if he had been of a disposition 
to take adaantage of her weakness in his favour, 
altthough married, he might have profited by her 
maternal influence over the king to almost any 
jBXtent. Bourbon was, however, too lofty a man 
{qt this interested and dishonourable feigning; 
and his indifijerence was changed into a strong 
sentiment of aversion, when the piqued coua^ 
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tess gave ^e command of the yanguard of thtf 
army in the march to Valenciennes, the official 
privilege of Bourbon as constable, to her son-in« 
law the duke of Alen^on. Irritated in the ex- 
treme, he let expressions escape him in regard to 
the countess which redoubled her resentment. 
Insensible to her love, she was determined that 
he should feel her power. He was deprived of 
his government pf Milan ; his pensions were un* 
paid, on pretence of the exhaustion of the royal 
treasury; and nothing was left undone that 
could either injure his interests or add to his 
mortification. 

All these insults and injuries were encountered 
by the constable with the most haughty disdain ; 
and the unhappy countess was studying farther 
means of vengeance, when an event occurred, 
which, by inspiriog her with renewed hope, once 
more arrested the baleful current of her feelings. 
Suzanne de Bourbon, the wife of the constable, 
died without leaving any children ; and on the 
countess, as heir-at-law, devolved those claims 
on the estates of the constable which this mar- 
riage had temporarily superseded. Thus pos- 
sessed of the power of marring his fortune, or at 
least of subjecting him to a ruinous law-suit, she 
once more held out the olive-branch, or rather 
the myrtle, and had it intimated to him that her 
hand was at his service. The heart -of the 
spirited prince had, however, by this time, be- 
come as diseased as that of the countess but 
with totally contrary feelings. He not only 
rejected the proposition with disdain, but resist- 
ing all persuasion, and braving every sort of 
menace, he indulged himself in bitter railleries 
on her age and imprudence, and reduced her 
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once more to a state in which she could listen 
to no other suggestions than those of revenge and 
despair. 

Thus impelled, she immediately laid claim not 
only to the rich inheritance of Suxanne de Bour-> 
bon, but to the claims of that princess on a 
portion of the estates of the constable. Such 
was the extraordinary passion which the coun- 
tess entertained for the object of her persecution, 
it is recorded that she still entertained a hope 
that a prince who had been accustomed to the 
expenditure of a sovereign, when he saw himself 
about to be' reduced to comparative poverty, 
would take her to his arms in preference to ruin* 
The mistake was equally fatal to France, to the 
fortune and reputation of the king her son, and 
to the high-spirited object of her love and hatred. 

Whatever rationally legal claims the countess 
of Angoul^me might possess on the inheritance 
of his deceased Wife, she carried them to an 
extent which was sanctioned neither by law nor 
equity. By the aid, however, of the infamous 
chancellor du Prat, she triumphed in her suit, 
and obtained an order for the sequestration of 
the estates of the constable. Even when on the 
point of passing sentence, she endeavoured to 
conciliate the man who had so unconquerable a 
hold upon her inclinations. His aversion, in* 
flamed as it now was by accumulated injuries, 
was insurmountable ; and to exhibit it as strongly 
as possible, he demanded in marriage the prin* 
cess Ren6e of France, who was refused him. 
At length his patience gave way, and, unhappily 
for himself and for France, he took that fatiu 
course which has rendered him one of the most 
memorable historical examples on record of the 
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fatal effect of female love and resentment on the 
fortunes of a man whom nature had endowed 
with qualifications of the highest class, and wha 
Seemed ordained to he at once an ornament and 
Bttpport to his native country. ' 
' That machiavelian policy of Charles V, which 
always led him to seek assistance from the intes<- 
tine divisions of his enemies, had for some time 
before opened a communication between that 
prince and the constable. Unhappily for his 
good name, stimulated by rage and resentment 
on the one hand,, and ambition on the other, 
these negociations now concluded in an arrange- 
ment, in which the constable, on the promise of 
receiving the emperor's sister Eleanor with a 
great portion in marriage, undertook to join that 
prince and Henry VIII of England in an inva-f 
•ion of France, out of the dismembered territo- 
ries of which he was to have Provence and 
Dauphiny, with the title of a kingdom. This 
dangerous conspiracy having been discovered by 
Francis before it was ripe tor execution, fiour^ 
bon escaped with great difficulty into Italy* 
Here he was declared the emperor's lieutenant-- 
general, and, in conjunction with Pescara, he 
drove the French out of the Italian territories. 
He also subsequently contributed materially to 
die celebrated victory over Francis I at Pavia, 
which terminated in the capture of that prince ; 
and he followed the captive monarch to Madrid^ 
in order to be near at hand to treat concerning his 
own interests. Charles received him with much 
distinction, but the Spanish sense of honour 
made him feel that in the eyes of the nation hia 
success did not varnish over his treason. The 
inarquis of Villena being desired by the emperor 
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to accommodate Bourbon with his palac6 at 
Toledo, said that he coold not refuse his 80ve« 
i'eigh's request, but hoped that he should stand 
excused if he burnt it to the ground the moment 
that Bourbon had left it, as having harboured a 
traitor. At the same time, the emperor refused 
to give him his sister ; but, on the death of Pea« 
cara, he made him his general-in-chief in Italj^ 
and bestowed upon him a grant of the duchj of 
Milan, of which he took possession, and drove 
out the late duke Sforza by force. His motley 
army, however, consisting of fierce and rapacious 
Spanish and German mercenaries, were not to 
be satisfied witiiout a full payment of arrears^ 
and the advance of promised donations ; and in 
drder to raise money for these purposes, Bour« 
bon was not only obliged to practise ereat 
violence and oppression on the citizens of Jmlan, 
but with views of plunder to advance with his 
army into the heart of Italy. Rome and Flo* 
renCe both trembled on his advance. • After 
quelling a mutiny which few men could havd 
appeased but himself, the former became the 
declared object of his attack. '^ My children/' 
said he to the soldiery, with whom he often sang 
satirical ballads, and walked side by side, ^^ I am 
a poor cavalier, not a penny richer than you are : 
we will make our fortunes together." 

The irresc^ute pope Clement VII long endea- 
voured by treaties and negociations to avert the 
storm, instead of making efiectual preparations 
for resistance; until on May 5, 1527, Bourbon's 
arm^ came in sight of the metropolis of the 
Chnstian world. The next day was destmed for 
the assault; on the morning of which he put ai 
white vest over his armour« in order, as He saidi 
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to be more conspicuous both to friends and 
enemies. Thus decorated, he led on a furious 
attack, which being gallantly resisted, on seeing 
his men waver he leaped from his horse, and 
snatching a scaling ladder from a soldier began 
to ascend. At the same instant a musket-ball 
pierced his groin, and he fell. Feeling his 
wound to be mortal, he desired the bye-standers 
to cover his body with a cloak, that it might not 
be seen by his men, and in a few minutes after 
expired. 

Thus died Charles duke of Bourbon, ren- 
dered by the revenge engendered by slighted 
passion, a traitor to his king and country, and 
the author of an enterprise which for several 
months filled a great metropolis with every 
horror and calamity that military licentiousness 
can inflict. That he endured great provocation, 
and possessed great qualities, is allowed on all 
sides ; and few instances exist of such striking 
results from amatory causes, as that supplied by 
the fall and fortunes of this high-spirited but 
indefensible martyr to female revenge. 



BOURGES. 

Clemence de Bouroes, the descendant of a 
respectable family at Lyons, was bom in the six- 
teenth century. The contemporary of Louise 
Lab4 (la belle Cordi^re) she was no less dis- 
tinguished for her talents and acquirements. She 
added to an irreproachable life the charms of 
genius, and all the graces of her sex. Celebrated 
for her poetical compositions, and her skill in 
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muBic, a congenial taste for the fine artu united 
C16mence in strict friendship with Loiusey who8« 
conduct at length relaxed the i>ond, and com*' 
pelied her more exempUry friend, with whatever 
reluctance, to dissolve the connexion^ To the 
affectionate heart of Cl^mence, whom a severer 
trial yet awaited, this separation occasioned the 
most poignant regret. 

Jean de Peyrat, son of a lieutenant-general at 
Lyons, a brave and gallant officer, had won the 
affections of CUmence de Bourges. The lovers 
were already betrothed, when Jean, a captain 
in the light-horse, was called to the siege of 
Beaurepaire in Dauphiny ; and, on the dOth of 
September 1561, received, in fighting against thef 
Huguenots, a mortal wound. CUmence, in the 
ensuing year, fell a martyr to grief, and followed 
her lover to the grave. Honoured and esteemed 
in the place of her birth, her funeral, celebrated 
with extraordinary pomp, was attended by a 
numerous train of the most distinguished Lyon« 
nese, who, their heads crowned with flowers, 
followed the corpse. The memory of her talents 
and virtues was consecrated in the writings of 
the first poets of the age. Her compositions, 
smooth and harmonious, are esteemed for their 
chasteness and poetical taste. 



BOURIGNON. 

Antoinette Bourioiton, a singular entha- 
siast of the seventeenth century, was bom at Lisle, 
tn FTandersy in 1616. She appeared so much 
deformed at her birth, that it was ddMted in tht 
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family for some days^ whether the infant ought ta 
be permitted to live; but as she grew older, her 
figure improved. She gave early indications of 
an extraordinary character ; at four years of age 
she was disturbed by the immorality of the people 
of Lisle, and desired to be carried into a country 
o{ Christians s for she could not be persuaded 
that persons whose conduct was so opposite to 
the precepts of Jesus Christ, had any title to be 
called by his name% 

. Her father and mother had frequent domestic 
disagreements; the little Antoinette, on these 
occasions, took the part of her mother, and en- 
deavoured to soften n^t father, whose temper wa^ 
harsh and severe, by her infant caresses. From 
these scenes, which made a strong impression 
upon her mind, she conceived an aver^on to 
marriage* " May God grant that I may never 
marry," was her daily prayer. Thus early dis-. 
gusted with the world, she threw all the ardouc 
of her mind, as she advanced to maturity^ into 
devotion, and sought to wean herself from the 
objects of sense, to unite herself more intimately 
to her creator. 

*• It is observed in her life," says Bayle, " that 
Crod gave her the gift of chastity and decorum ia 
so surprising a degree, that she has often said 
that she never in her life knew, not even by 
temptation or surprise, the least thought which 
was unworthy of the chastity and purity of the 
virgin state. St Teresa says of herself, that she 
was favoured with the same grace ; but Antoinette 
Bourignon possessed it in so abundant a manner, 
that it redounded on those who were with her. 
Her presence and conversation diffused such an 
Qdour of continency as made those who conversed 
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%ith her as insensible in this respect as herself^ 
In school-terms, the surprising chastity .of this 
maid might be called not only immanent but 
transitive, since its effects were diffused outwardly^ 
and did not terminate in her own person. I 
think that your mystical people rather use the 
Word penetrative ; for I remember that a Car-r 
thusian observes, * Thut the Holy Virgin had % 
penetrative virginity, whereby those who looked 
upon her, although she was so beautiful, had 
none but chaste thoughts/ «... Generally speak* 
ittg, women do not desire that this gift should 
have a great sphere of activity ; nor, setting aside 
those who pronounce vows, is the gift of cont^nency 
much regarded. St Augustine asks it, and is 
afraid of being taken at his word ; wherefore ha 
desires God not to make too much haste." 

Her father, incapable of entering into these 
refinements, and desirous of establishing his 
daughter in life, promised her in marriage to a. 
Frenchman who solicited her hand ; and, without 
considering the consent of Antoinette as essential 
to the engagement, appointed Easter-day, iH 
1630, for the celebration of the nuptials. The 
young lady fled, to avoid a measure so coercive^ 
.disguised in the habit of a hermit ; but was stopped 
at Blacire, a village of Hainault, on suspicion of 
her sex. An ofHcer of the guard had seized her; 
and, notwithstanding her transitive gift of chas- 
tity, it was with some difficulty that she was 
.delivered by the curate of the place; who, ob« 
serving in her something extraordinary, mentioned 
her to the. archbishop of Cambray, by whom sh^ 
was sent back to her father. 

Being persecuted soon after with fresh propo^ 
sals of matrimony, she absconded a second time 
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to aivoid a compulsion vrhich appeared to her so 
odious. She once more made a visit to the arch- 
bishop, and obtained his permission to form in 
the country a small community of young women, 
whoy like herself, should determine to abjure the 
nuptial tie. She had conceived an aversionibr a 
cloister, having early learned that the spirit of the 
gospel must not be sought for in convents. The 
archbishop afterwards retracting the licence he 
had granted her, Antoinette retired to Liege, 
whence she returned privately to Lisle, where 
she resided many years in great privacy and 
simplicity. 

Her patrimonial estate at length falling to her, 
she determined at first to reject it; but after- 
wards altered this resolution, for which she gave 
the following reasons : — " First, that it might 
not come into the hands of those who had no 
right to it. Secondly, that it might not be pos<^ 
iessed by those who would make an ill use of it. 
Thirdly, that God had shewed her she should 
have occasion for it for his glory." This patri* 
mony, which she wisely resolved to accept, ap<- 
pears to have been somewhat considerable. Her 
habits were simple, and her wants few ; she be- 
stowed no charities, because s)ie found none but 
singers to relieve; her wealth, therefore, daily 
accumulated. John de Saulieu, the son of a 
peasant, became enamoured of the lady's riches, 
find resolved to address her. With that view he 
assumed the prophetic character, but, like the 
oracles of old, with great wariness ; and insi- 
nuated himself into the confidence of the pious 
Antoinette by discourses of refined spirituality. 
At length he threw off the mask, and avowed 
more earthly motives : his suit was listened to 
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' Jmth little complacency, and rather severely 

checked. On finding his mistress thus intrac- 

■: -table, the lover-^so inoperatiye was the diffusive 

.'■/-jpcrwer once more—- g^ew desperate, and obliged 

: '*'l'^®^ to apply to the magistracy for protection. 

i :X^h furious inamorato threatened, if denied ad- 

-/ Jinissien, to break his mistress's doors and win- 

'^'Ubws, and to murder her, though he should be 

. -^^anged for it in the market-place of Lisle. The 

^•;jfrb.yost, to whom the distressed damsel had 

•t. jFe'oOurse for protection, sent two armed men to 

'.vr^aard her house. Saulieu, in revenge, basely 

;^'*T-$(t^^pted to blast the reputation of the woman 

' : * V«9^o had despised alike his arts and his menaces ; 

;>Ljb^ rieported in the town that she had promised 

:)iilii) marriage, and that she had even suffered 

/Vyl^.to anticipate its privileges. A reconciliation 

• ;-^^iw^. however, effected between them; Saulieu 

;vwai^ persuaded to retract his slanders, and to leave 

. ;' inf^emoiselle Bourignon at liberty ; when a 

. ; young devotee, more complacent, consoled him 

i- for his disappointment. 

■\^'- But our fair recluse had not yet come to the 

" -end of her persecutions. The nephew of the 

'-:\ curate of St Andrew's conceived a passion for 

r . • ' Jher; and, as he resided in her neighbourhood^ 

/**• frequently attempted to force an entrance into 

.'• i .ber house. Antoinette threatened to abandon 

' *, ihe place, if she was not relieved from the pre- 

^ ' /sumption of this new and adventurous lover, 

-.•'.Sivhose uncle, on her complaints, drove him from 

V ' ^/i^^'his house. The young man's passion was, by 

•J:\j^^ cruelty of his mistress, converted into rage ; 

'/•ijand, in a fit of desperation, he discharged a 

•'/^^usket through her chamber window, while he 

. ■affirmed among the neighbours that she was his 
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Vedded wife. The devotees, offended by tbfr 
report, threatened to affront mademoiselle BoU- 
ri^non^ should they meet her in the streets : th6 

J)reacher8 were obliged to interfere, and to pub* 
ish from the pulpit the injured lady's innocence. 
According to Bayle^ Antoinette was not sorry to 
let the public know that she had appearea so 
lovely to some men that they were mad to marry 
her. ** Old maids are pleased with such stories.^ 

Some time after these adventures^ Antoinette 
was chosen governess of an hospitail, in which , 
having taken the habit and order of St AugUstine* 
she shut herself up in 1658. In this situation a 
new and stranige calamity befell her. The hos- 
pital was infected with sorcery, all the young 
^omen within its walls having made a compact 
with the detil. The governess was taken up on 
this extraordinary occasion, and examined before 
the magistrates of Lisle. Nothing, however, wad 
proved against her before her enlightened exa^* 
miners ; but, to prevent further persecution, she 
wisely determined to abandon her station. She 
then retired to Ghent in 1662, where God dis- 
covered to her some great secrets. 

About this period she acquired a faithful friend^ 
Wh6 remained attached to her through life, and 
who left her at his death a good estate^ This 
gentleman, whose name was de Cort, was one of 
the fathers of the Oratory. He was the first spi^ 
rittuU child of madame de Bourignon ; of which 
term the following quotation may afford an ex- 
planation : — " It is certainly known by all who 
are acquainted with Antoinette Bourignon (let 
wicked and impious scoffers say what they please) 
that when any persons received, by her conversa- 
tion or writings, light and strength to forsake the 
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.world and give themselves to God, she felt pains 
and throbs similar to those of a woman in child- 
birth^ as it is said of her whom St John saw in the 
12th of the Revelations. She experienced these 
pains in a greater dr smaller degree, in proportion 
as the truths she had delivered had more or less 
strength in their operation on the souls of these 
)ier spiritual offspring." 

But it is high time for us to dismiss mademoi- 
selle de Bourignon. We have related quite as 
much of her history as had anything to do with 
earthly love; nor would she have appeared in 
our pages at all, except to shew the intimate 
.connexion between female mysticism and the 
very ideas and adventures it often affects to be 
most repugnant to. The '< Lux Mundi/' and 
pther works of this singular, selfish, and unami« 
able enthusiast, afford many striking instances 
of the grossness at least of her imagination ; an4 
ptherwise prove — as the secret history of the 
cloister would still more irresistibly demonstrkte 
— that premeditated schemes to overcome na- 
ture, in resp^^t to the most mysterious and ge^* 
neral of her sympathies, serve only to concentrate 
attention upon the facts and associations which 
it is especiaJly intended to conceal and prevent. 
The fanatical career of this extraordinary woman, 
and its extraordinary consequences for a while, 
will be found pleasantly epitomised in the Histq* 
^ical and Critical Dictionary of Bayle. 
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